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Summer’s Ripe for Festival-Picking
by Phoebe Yu

C

ool winds tapering off into
warm and sultry breezes
indicate that summer is fast approaching, and with it comes the
season of sunshine and summer
festivals. There are a number of
events, whether annual traditions or traditions-in-the-making,
to watch out for this year. Here’s
just a snapshot:

The Neanderthal Arts Festival is
a developmental theatre festival
that is an offshoot of the Walking
Fish Festival. This is its second
year in operation, and its main
goal is storytelling. Event co-producer Allyson McGrane explains
the connection between the festival and Neanderthals as similar
to “when people sat around fires
and told stories…primitive way
theatre is about primitive communication. Sometimes theatre
can be its most powerful when
it’s very, very stripped down.”
There will be four local shows
and one national show. There
will also be the Walking Fish
Festival, which is a mini-festival
within the bigger festival, and
will have three commissioned
short plays. The titles included
in the local shows are Chairs,
Homecoming King, The Gas Heart
and Other Side Through You.
The national show is called My
Pregnant Brother, which is based
on a true story with some of the
events happening right here in
Vancouver. It tells the story of
playwright Johanna Nutter and
her pregnant younger sister

Also in this issue
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Neanderthal Arts Festival

who later becomes her brother.
If it sounds like an interesting
and compelling story, then you
should definitely check it out.
Aside from the stage productions, there will be other attractions, such as a barbeque, photo
booth, artist talks, a pet rock station and more. The merriments
will commence July 20-31.
Powell Street Festival

This is the longest-running community arts festival in the Lower
Mainland, with its ongoing tradition every summer. The celebrations began in 1977, which
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marked the 100th anniversary of
the first Japanese immigrant to
Canada. Its location in historic
Powell Street was due to the fact
that prior to their internment,
the area used to be a commercial
district for Japanese-Canadians.
The festival aims to present
Japanese-Canadian arts and
culture and the Asian-Canadian
culture in general. General Manager and Programming Director
Julia Aoki says that they want to
explore the Japanese-Canadian
identity in more complex ways.
“We want to take a very liberal
See “Summer Festivals“ Page 2

Never alone in Vancouver
by Lynka Bélanger

I

n 1981, I moved to Vancouver in order to work, learn
English and escape Quebec’s
winters. My original two-year
plan has now spanned 30 years,
thanks to people I’ve met along
the way. Their integrity – a
rare quality these days – has
attracted me so much that I
folded my globetrotting wings
to stay and be inspired.
Over the years, I’ve met
people from all over the world:
Belgium,
Japan,
Germany,
Australia, Nevis, Korea, Poland, Kyrgyzstan, France, Iran,
Greece, Malaysia. One particular family even acknowledges
me as “Auntie Lynka.”
Speaking with Haitians born
in Canada or Chinese from Costa Rica or East Indians from
England, I find it fascinating to

learn how much people move
around. After listening to them
and sharing their experiences,
I’ve come to the conclusion
that, whatever our background
might be, human emotion is our
common link.
If you’re a newcomer and you
want to meet new people in Vancouver, I recommend you attend
the numerous free activities all
over town, or volunteer for a
charitable society or other organizations. Above all, you should
accept any party invitation.
If a feeling of loneliness takes
hold despite these outings, here
is an aboriginal antidote: close
your eyes; think of the people,
alive or not, who have loved
you; then, imagine their peaceful faces floating above you.
See! These companions are all
watching over you.
See “Verbatim” Page 2
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My Turn
serge corbeil

A Long Road Ahead

well as Premiere of Ontario for
one term. True enough the stint
didn’t end with mutual promises of eternal gratitude in that
province. So be it. He has since
been successful at reinventing
himself, becoming a federal MP
for the Liberal Party of Canada
in 2008. He was back working in
the House of Commons, where
he began his career in 1978 as an
NDP MP.
His political baggage is as
much an asset for him as it is a
burden. It didn’t serve him well
when in 2006 and again in 2008,
he tried to gain the leadership
title of the Liberal Party. Members were afraid that he would
not be able to lead them to an
electoral victory in Ontario. But
really, choosing Michael Ignatieff
over Bob Rae in 2008 didn’t prove
beneficial to the Liberal’s either.
Quite the opposite, actually.
With that said, Bob Rae is an Translation Monique Kroeger
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y electing an interim leader
who will be able to firmly
steer the boat, the Liberal Party of Canada has finally shown
some good judgment, after its
thunderous defeat on May 2.
For, truly, the Liberal’s caucus’s options were, to say the
least, few. The list of Liberal
names – names that would quite
readily come to the mind of
those believing in the return of
a prodigal son – was sharply reduced upon finding out that such
favourites as Justin Trudeau and
Dominic Leblanc didn’t warm
up at the prospect. Not surprising when a clause to the interim
leadership election made it clear
that the chosen one shouldn’t
expect the post to become permanent.
And so Bob Rae got the job. A
judicious choice, I think. He has
leadership experience, having
been Ontario’s NDP’s leader as

Taiko drummer at the Powell Street Festival.
“Summer Festivals” from page 1

approach to what that means,”
Aoki explains. “There’s a lot of
work easily identifiable as Japanese or Japanese-Canadian, but
other works are a bit more challenging and critical of those categories.”
Indeed, there will be some
eclectic performances, such as
the collaboration of Japanese
youth drumming group Chibi
Taiko and Aboriginal Youth
Drumming Group Spakwus Slulum. Other notable performers
include: The Sei Trio – three musicians who combine traditional
Japanese musical styling with
contemporary tunes, the 605 Collective – a dance group featuring
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urban and contemporary dance,
and the Tashme Project – a theatrical production of stories from
the Japanese experience at the
Tashme internment camp.
The celebrations will be from
July 30–31.
Queer Film Festival

The Queer Film Festival started
out as an underground festival
that has grown into an interdisciplinary arts festival, but is still
rooted in film and media. Director of Programming Amber Dawn
says that it is a festival that connects artists, art and audiences.
“It is a great time for an art appreciator,” Dawn says. “It’s a
great time to get a deeper understanding of independent cinema.”
Aside from the festival, they
also have a program called Out in
Schools, which is a youth education program where facilitators
bring short films to classrooms
and generate conversation about
bullying, gender stereotypes and
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homophobia. This year, they will
also be marching in the Pride
Parade, along with some youth,
teachers and school board professionals.
There will be films from over
fifteen different countries like
India, Serbia, Afghanistan and
Pakistan, spanning different
genres from documentaries and
romantic comedies to family dramas. For example, Gun Hill Road
is about an ex-convict who gets
out of jail, only to find out his son
is undergoing a sexual transformation.
There will also be a special
program running alongside the
festival called, Celebrate Queer
Vancouver. There will be a series
of public art around Vancouver
featuring queer families. There
will also be a satellite exhibit at
the Museum of Vancouver.
The festival will be happening
August 11–21.
Other Noteworthy Events

The annual Scandinavian Midsummer is from June 17–19 at the Scandinavian Centre. June 21 will see a
live celebration of music from all
genres at Gastown, called Fête de
la Musique Vancouver. Greek Day
will be happening June 26. Expect
to see some book readings, dance
workshops, art exhibits and food.
And the first ever Indian Summer
Festival will be from July 7–17.
There will be music, film, theatre,
yoga, literature and much more.
Check our cultural calendar for
more events.
Enjoy the sun. Catch him when
you can.

Spencie’s View

“Verbatim” from page 1

Traveling obviously means
leaving behind people and places, but quite often I bump into
reminders of the past.
For example, 30 years ago I
took my first step in Vancouver on Quebec Street, where I
was dropped off by the couple
who had given me a ride from
Prince George. Fancy that! Being dropped off on a street
bearing the name of the Province I grew up in.
I found my first job in NewWestminster on a street called
Sherbrooke, the very name of
the town I was born in. I took
singing classes on St-Catherine
Street which brought back
memories of Sainte-Catherinede-Hatley where I spent most
of my youth. It’s small world,
indeed.
The luxurious nature and
mild climate of Vancouver have
also inspired me to stay. This
city offers – in a way rarely encountered around the world –
quick access to the mountains,
the ocean and the countryside.
Having been raised in both urban and rural settings I love the
idea of having it all in one place.
I need a measure of proximity
to nature.
I don’t miss the East Coast
winter, as I never got used to
bundling up for seven months
of the year. In Quebec the rain
would totally depress me but
here, it makes me smile. I am so
happy not to see snow, what a

friend of mine calls “the white
pest.” In fact, all-day rain is less
frequent than people believe;
many have learned to enjoy the
sunny breaks.
To live in multicultural Vancouver means to constantly
discover new writers, singers, cuisines, traditions and
opinions. I sometimes wonder
about the consequences of using a second language on a
daily basis. Is it an interesting
challenge or am I masochistic,
since using English makes everything more difficult for me?
It’s certainly a challenge but
not my only option as there is
a vibrant French community.
I’ve been navigating both linguistic environments for the
past thirty years, yet never
felt totally assimilated. I have
preserved my mother tongue
and also managed to teach Anglophones the French way of
thinking about things.
Would I ever leave Vancouver? No. Even if I go away temporarily I intend to keep my
Canadian residence in this city.
In any case, here or elsewhere,
my home has always been
a state of mind more than a
precise location. One will find
me wherever I recall a certain
harmony experienced long ago
near the Petit Lac Magog by a
clear and enchanting stream
where I spent many hours filling myself with Peace.

Translation Monique Kroeger
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excellent communicator, who
will no doubt be able to breathe
new life into his party. He is comfortable in front of the media and
his experience will serve him
well in the House of Commons.
But the real challenge for the
Liberal troops is to go deep into
self-analysis. It’s obvious that
the Canadian electorate has declared, loudly, that it didn’t see
anything of value in what the
Party had been offering these
past few years. It must, at all cost,
resist the temptation to choose
a leader simply on the basis that
he or she would appeal to Canadians in the short term.
And even before thinking
about a new leader, the Party’s
first assignment must be to reevaluate the very foundation of
its organization. A fresh wind of
confidence must be generated.
Members will have the task of
modernizing their approach, fitting it better to the 21st century,
given that their efforts, since
2006, have failed, and the Party
has incurred increasing losses.
The only sound option for the
Liberal Party of Canada is to
delay, for at least two years, its
leadership race.
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Salt Spring Island’s local currency.

There are communities throughout the world with their own local currencies, including right
here in British Columbia.
Salt Spring Island has used a
local currency since 2001. Often,
these currencies are backed by
national reserves to bolster its
stability.
The Comox Valley and, more
recently, the Kootenays are
other examples. The Comox Valley Community Way creates an
informal partnership between
local businesses, community organisations and the people of the
region.
Businesses donate community currency to the community
group of their choice. Community
groups then spend this currency
at participating local businesses, or exchange it for Canadian
dollars. Businesses can then
use the currency at other local
merchants to source goods and

AD

Exchanging goods for other
goods is not always practical or
useful; direct barter requires the
notion that “I have something
you want and you have something I want,” but the timing of
those wants need to coincide.
Recognizing this problem, the
early civilizations of Mesopotamia came up with a way to facilitate the exchange of goods or
services: money.

Community Currencies

rC

The Heavy on Money

Non-profit
organizations

n ge
fo

he Dunbar Dollar. The Kitsilano Rouble. The Riverview
Lira. The Cambie Pound. No,
you’re not hallucinating. Vancouver may one day include a number of different currencies in circulation within the city.
Citizens from the Village Vancouver Transition Town initiative
are hard at work preparing for
the Dunbar Dollar’s 2011 launch.
Based on successful projects initiated on Vancouver Island, the
Dunbar Dollar and other community currencies are envisaged
to be an alternative that one day
would serve the community, its
businesses and its people. But
let’s take a few steps back and
see what money is.

Guaranteed by governments, How local currencies work
money – or rather the ability to
issue money – has always been a
D o na te to
symbol of the power of the state.
Mater Amschel Rothschild once
Businesses
said, “give me control of a nation’s money supply, and I care
not who makes its laws.”

Us

T

Almost any object can serve
as currency; the most important
thing is that everyone in a community recognizes the object as
money and treats it as such. The
first form of money was barley
and not the paper and coin varients that we are familiar with
today.
At different times and in different contexts, objects used
as money varied from gold and
silver specie to spices and other
goods of value. But it was bank
notes that altered peoples’ concept of money. To accept a piece
of paper in exchange for a good or
a service might be practical, but
it hasn’t always enjoyed universal acceptance.

$

by Frédéric Van Caenegem

services from the community,
and more.
This results in a continual,
circular flow of the currency
throughout the community;
independent of the larger national or global macroeconomic
fortunes.

currencies contribute to greater
economic resilience.
Local currencies can certainly
become an important part of
the way in which communities
around the world continue to
thrive. Establishing a local community currency in an urban
context is surely a significant
Benefits of Local Currencies
challenge, but Village Vancouver
Local currencies tend to have is prepared to take this challenge,
better circulation than tradi- just as it has taken urban farming
tional money, and a higher local and other community resiliency
multiplier effect, which helps projects before.
facilitate local exchanges that
match local resources with local Visit www.dunbardollar.com for
needs – all while building a sense more information on the Dunbar
of community. In this way, local Dollar community currency project.

Issues & Ideas

Helping the Lost Find Their Way Home
by mike lee

R

amona Lisa Wilson would
have celebrated her 16th
birthday in 1995. Instead her
remains were found by local
authorities near the Smithers airport in British Columbia after Wilson disappeared
while hitchhiking. In 1994, 15
year-old Roxanne Thiara, a
sex trade worker, vanished on
the July long weekend and was
never heard from again. Her
body was discovered a month
later discarded in bushes along
Highway 16.
Dubbed the “Highway of
Tears”, Highway 16 owes its
notoriety to its connection
with a series of murders and
disappearances that occurred
along the Prince George-toPrince Rupert corridor from
1969 to as recent as 2006. Wilson’s and Thiara’s fates were
shared by a number of women
and – apart from the murder of Wendy Ratte in 1997 in
which her husband confessed
his complicity – the majority
of the cases linked to Highway
16 remain unsolved.
Victims’ friends and family
have stood together before to
demand action from the provincial government and police
authorities. In 2006, advocacy
groups and grieving families
in Prince George issued a call
to action, insisting that greater
investigative attention be paid
to the decades-long rash of
abductions and killings in an
effort to put the murders and
their victims to rest.
“Justice is what I want,” said
Audrey Auger, the mother of 14
year-old Aielah Katherina Saric-Auger, the youngest victim
associated with the highway
homicides.
Advocates and activists for
the victims of the Highway of

Tears may now have a reason to
be cautiously optimistic about
the possibility of greater government involvement in the
Highway 16 cases.
Commissioner Wally Oppal, the head of the Missing
Women Commission of Inquiry,
raised the prospect early this
May of a visit to BC’s northern
communities to “hold forums
on the missing and murdered
women.” While The Source
was unable to contact Oppal’s
staff for more details about the
Commissioner’s declaration,
the Commission’s website has
issued an appeal for presentations on the impact the Highway 16 murders have on the
affected communities.
While the Oppal commission
prepares to lay the groundwork
for a presumptive extension
of the inquiry process to cover
the Highway 16 murders, advocacy groups like Walk 4 Justice, a non-profit organisation
seeking to increase awareness
about missing and murdered
women in Canada, continue in
their efforts to shed more public light on the issue.
Walk 4 Justice will be holding their 4th annual walking
event on June 21, which is National Aboriginal Day (eight
of the nine women murdered
since the 1990s were of First
Nations descent). Walk 4 Justice co-founder Gladys Radek
said that the Vancouver-toOttawa trek will not only honour the memory of those lost
to the Highway of Tears, but
also serve as a rallying cry
for justice.
Missing Women
Commission of Inquiry
www.missingwomeninquiry.ca

The Highway of Tears
www.highwayoftears.ca
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by Ric Moore

A

s you gaze down Vancouver’s streets and bridges, it
seems that each year there are
more bicycles on the road then
the previous year.
The city is trying to lure reluctant cycling commuters out of
their cars by constructing dedicated bike lanes.
The number of weekend family cycling expeditions is slowly
increasing as one can safely ride
along cycling trails to adjacent
cities with infrequent connections to the roadways.
Another group of riders appears to be increasing in even
greater numbers. Racing cyclists
are seen throughout the city,
usually cycling at a fast pace, often times in single file or two by
two and wearing their brightly
coloured cycling clothes.
One reason for the increased
popularity is that cycle racing
in Europe such as the Tour de
France, has its cycling ambas-

sadors, including new Canadians
who are bringing the sport to
our city. Newspapers, magazines
and television coverage of the
98th race spread the news of this
3 week race which encompasses
22 teams with riders from 32
countries.
The energy and excitement of
this type of racing is also evident
by the spectators who watch the
Tour de Gas Town in Vancouver
along with the Tour de White Rock.
And for the rest of us who don’t
plan on being a professional rider
but would like to be involved in a
fun race – similar to runners who
enjoy the Vancouver Sun Run –
there are options.
Again from Europe, another
race called the GranFondo has invaded our part of the world and
involves 1,000s of amateur racers
ranging from teenagers to 80-year
olds. GranFondo means ‘big ride’
and covers distances over 100
km in scenic areas such as in the
mountains, valleys and lakes. Although some riders are in it for the

Photo by Itza Findday, Flickr

Cycling Fever hits Vancouver ahead of Tour

Cycling enthusiasts on the Lion’s Gate bridge.

competition, most riders just want which started in Vancouver
to challenge themselves and have and ended in Whistler (120 km).
fun with their friends and family. This year two more races have
Last year was Vancouver’s first emerged in B.C.: in the Okanagan,
introduction to the GranFondo Penticton (160 km) and Kelowna

(140 km).
If you’re not up to pedaling
that long distance, each race has
a ‘Medio’ designation in which
you only have to race one half of
the total distance. If you’re tired,
need more water, a snack or repairs to your bike, support is
there to help you during the entire race.
Training for a GranFondo is
relatively easy as numerous bike
shops in Vancouver have ‘afterhours’ rides. Meeting at a bike
shop in the early evening, you
join other cyclists and ride on
routes that vary with distance,
altitude and speed. It’s easier
and more fun to train with others and you meet new friends and
cycling ambassadors at the same
time. See you among the group
of riders.

The 98th Tour de France takes place
from Saturday July 2nd to Sunday
July 24th. The Vancouver to Whistler GranFondo takes place on Saturday, September 10th
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Arranging marriages
in a Westernized World
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Jazzy Summer Tunes
by Tim Reinert

The real strength of any music
festival is in its talent, and 2011’s
lthough the TD Canada Trust line-up is flexing its considerVancouver Jazz Festival has able muscle. There’s something
grown considerably since its for everybody, with pretty much
debut 26 years ago, its organiz- every genre of music being covers insist that not much has ered. Some of the bigger names
changed.
headlining this year’s festival in“When people ask me what’s clude American stars like Wynton
new, I say that there are new Marsalis, Lucinda Willliams and
musicians each year, but the Steve Earle, Canadian blues icon
mandate, the mission, is always Colin James, and French-American
going to be the same,” says John singer Madeline Peyroux. Spanish
Orysik, media director for the guitar virtuoso Paco De Lucia, and
Coastal Jazz & Blues Society. He New Orleans superstar-in-the-

A

“

(Multiculturalism) has been a given
with us since day one...Although jazz
may be a music born out of the black
American experience, it’s an adult now.
It’s a world traveler.

John Orysik, Media Director, Coastal Jazz & Blues Society
adds that the festival’s mission is
“to connect artists and audiences
to the real power and beauty that
jazz and improvised music provides.”
Coastal Jazz has been running
the festival since 1986, which instantly made a big splash by featuring legendary musicians Miles
Davis and Tito Puente. Since then,
the festival has grown both in
size, and in international reputation. It’s now the biggest musical
festival in British Columbia, and
this year’s festival will feature
over 1800 musicians from both
Vancouver and around the world,
in 400 performances at 40 venues
across the city.
Multiculturalism has been a
mainstay of Vancouver’s festival
since the very beginning. The
festival’s commitment to international musical diversity is probably it’s premier claim to fame.
“(Multiculturalism) has been a
given with us since day one,” says
Orysik, “jazz by it’s very nature is
multicultural. Although jazz may
be a music born out of the black
American experience, it’s an adult
now. It’s a world traveler.”
Orysik acknowledges that there
are difficulties in generating interest from western audiences in
lesser known artists from across
the globe, but says that the brand
of quality the festival has created
over the years goes a long way to
getting audiences to trust the organizer’s choices.
He says audiences know what
to expect from the festival, suggesting that, “if you come to the
jazz festival, you know you’re going to have a high caliber experience. You’re going to hear music
of value. You’re going to hear music you’ve never heard before that
can move you in ways that you’ve
never been moved before.”

making Trombone Shorty will be
two of the other hot tickets at this
year’s festival.
Vancouver’s own prestigous
jazz scene gets plenty of coverage, with local mainstays like
Gordon Grdina, Brad Turner, Sharon Minemoto, Paul Plimley, and
many others getting ample exposure. In addition, former Vancouver residents who have long
since moved to other parts of
the world are back as well, with
Darcy James Argue and Michael
Blake snagging high profile gigs
this year.
The festival’s commitment
to improvised and avant-garde
music remains strong, with artists as diverse as Norway and
Sweden’s Atomic, Canada’s Colin
Stetson, the UK’s John Butcher,
Japan’s Satoki Fuji, France’s JeanMichel Pilc, and Switzerland’s
explosive Peter Brötzmann, being only a few of the dozens of adventurous souls from across the
globe that will be tearing up Vancouver stages at the end of June.
Although going to this many
concerts sounds like a drain on
the wallet, new initiatives like
the festival’s Hopper Pass, and
the over 100 free concerts that
are part of this year’s line-up
are specifically designed to engage as many concert goers as
possible.
“The opportunity to really participate in the festival is really
high,” says Orysik, “a lot of people like to sample parts, and this
way they’ll really be able to dig in
and…sample the whole range of
human expression from all over
the world.”

The festival runs from June 24–July 3
at venues all across the city, and the
full line-up can be found at www.
coastaljazz.ca.

rranged marriages are
common in India, Africa
and some parts of the Middle
East. They exist in China and
Indonesia and cultures where
Buddhism, Islam and Hinduism
are the predominant religions.
They’re quite predominant but
finding someone to talk about it
proves to be difficult.
“I’m just embarrassed because
it’s considered stupid in our
generation and in the Western
society,” says a Vancouver Indian female in her mid-twenties,
who gladly shared her story, but
chose to go by the name of Sasha.
“If I was to tell certain groups of
friends that my parents tried an
arranged marriage…they would
think my family is backwards
or living in the dark ages,” says
Sasha “but they don’t realize
that it doesn’t mean that they…
drag me to some guy’s house and
force us to get married. There’s
just a negative connotation; it’s
not something I would really
bring up with many people.”
While for some the idea of an
arranged marriage is a thing of
the past, they’d be surprised
by that in Vancouver, arranged
marriages are common practice
in many families.
“I do have friends who had arranged marriages,” says Sasha,
“I’m a unique case in the sense
that I grew up in a family that is
[both] modern and traditional.
My parents are surprisingly liberal; they’ve let me have western
boyfriends.”
Even though arranged marriages are well known and bring
with them negative connotations, Sasha sheds a positive
light on the issue
“People think it is something
really horrible and it sounds really outdated” says Sasha, “but
all it means, in my opinion, is
that your parents introduce you
to someone they think you are

compatible with. They are like
match makers, essentially.”
Arranged marriages are successful traditions in many cultures. This isn’t to say that this
statement is reflective of everyone’s experience.
“There are definitely very traditional and extreme families out
there and there are very liberal,
open minded families as well”
says Sasha, “it made me very uncomfortable because I am quite
independent and I like to pick my
own people and not have my parents choose them, because I think
we have very different tastes in
partners and different expectations in general.”
Despite all of this Sasha was
able to voice her opinion and was
given a choice to say no.
“There are definitely, some families that would really push their
kids to get married. At the end
of the day they can’t technically

don’t know anyone from Taiwan,
either my friends or relatives in
arranged marriages.”
Julia mentions an interesting practical aspect of arranged
marriages.
“Arranged marriages are a kind
of partnership marriage, because
both of the families are a big company and they kind of come together as partners. I don’t know
if my friend is happy but I think
that she kind of just accepted the
family’s decision.”
Julia says that “arranged marriages are not so common these
days in Taiwan or Hong Kong as
they used to be in the past. Instead there are organized settings for people to meet each other, somewhat like dating services.
A lot of cultures these days are
almost forcefully westernized.”
Tradition, match making or
simply a curse, arranged marriages are not likely going to

Photo by Johan Bichel Lindegaard, Flickr

by Raluca Manolache

Love and misery may be part in parcel in arranged marriages.

force you to get married, but they
can put a lot of emotional pressure that persuades you.”
The perception or presence of
arranged marriages varies from
culture to culture. Julia Chow, is a
BCIT student who moved to Canada from Taiwan fairly recently.
“I heard from a few of my
friends from China that have
friends in arranged marriages. I

disappear. Sasha is quite realistic and positive about the whole
debate.
“I do see it continuing, but I
think it will become less and less
of a rigid structure and more
leaning towards the match maker role where parents take a little
bit of a step back, maybe, and just
as introductory role I think it’s
evolving.”

Street Photography by Denis Bouvier

Unbridled Enthusiasm
Hockey fever has been taken to
new heights during the Stanley Cup playoffs. Risking life
and limb, this fan skateboards
against the traffic on Georgia
at Homer, displaying his “Go Canucks Go” sign.
A uniting force comparable to

the Olympics, people have taken
to the streets with wild loyalty
for the Canucks.
The organized venues with
giant screens on Granville St.,
Georgia St., and outside CBC on
Hamilton St. have been highly
successful, giving an outlet to

people of all ages, but especially the young fans.
Thousands can watch the
game together and feel united
in their enthusiasm before,
during and after the games.

Don Richardson
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Dancing on the street at the Carnaval Del Sol.

by Samuel Ramos

brary is pleased to present this
critically acclaimed film based on
short stories from his book “The
Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight
in Heaven.” Admission is free.
Seating is limited.

Ah, yes. Summer is finally here.
No, seriously, it is. As we all know
summer is great for heading to
the beach, drinking beer with
friends and catching some serious
eye candy. But there’s plenty else
to do and The Source is here to in- Wines of Chile presents
form you of it all.
Dish n’ Dazzle!
Friday June 17, 6:30 p.m.
Pacific Rim
Smoke Signals
1038 Canada Place
Thursday June 16, 7:00 p.m.
604.695.5300
Central Library,
www.eplyevents.com/
350 W. Georgia St.,
DishnDazzle2011
Alice MacKay Room
604.331.4044
The BC Hospitality Foundation
and Wines of Chile is pleased to
Last year Alexie’s novel “The Ab- present Dish n’ Dazzle, on at the
solutely True Diary of a Part-time Fairmont Pacific Rim. FeaturIndian” was the close runner up ing more than 20 wineries from
in the VPL’s One Book One Van- Chile, 12 restaurants and a “sourcouver city-wide vote. In honour themed” cocktail competition, this
of National Aboriginal Day and in dazzling night is sure to delight!
celebration of Sherman Alexie’s Tickets, $99 or $90 for groups of
work, the Vancouver Public Li- 6 or more.

***

***

***

Annual Scandinavian
Midsummer Festival
June 18–19
6540 Thomas Street
Burnaby, BC V5B 4P9
604.294.2777

Thousands of people visit the
Scandinavian Community Centre
every year to celebrate the traditions & festivities of Scandinavian
Midsummer. In its 16th year, it is
a weekend of fun-filled activities,
living history & non-stop entertainment for the whole family.
Call the number above for more
details.

***

Amnesty International, The
Canadian Red Cross, Rainbow
Refugee Society, Settlement Orientation Services (SOS) and the
Vancouver Public Library host
a free community event on June
20 to mark World Refugee Day.
Join them in learning more about
refugees through their interactive activities and information
booths from the refugee serving
community. Admission is free.
Seating is limited.

***

National Aboriginal Day
in Canada
Tuesday June 21 7 p.m.
Central Library,
350 W. Georgia St.,
Alice MacKay Room
and Promenade
604.331.4044

Join The Vancouver Central Libray
for a storytelling event in celebration of National Aboriginal Day
with Henry Charles, Holly Fairchild and Christie Lee Charles. Admission is free. Seating is limited.
This program is generously supported by the Vancouver Foundation and Vancouver Public Library Foundation.

***

2011 North American
Kagyu Monlam
June 2–26
Thrangu Monastery
8140 No. 5 Road,
Richmond
www.thrangumonastery.org

Join in the auspicious spreading
of genuine love and compassion

emanating from the heart of the
Kagyu lineage on the 900th anniversary of the birth of Dusum
Khyenpa, the first Karmapa.

***

Carnaval Del Sol
Latin American
Summer Festival 2011
June 26
South Granville Street
Vancouver
www.latincouver.ca/
carnavaldelsol

The 3rd Annual Carnaval del
Sol is Vancouver’s feature Latin
American Festival, presented by
LatinCouver. This one-day, highly
publicized cultural celebration attracts more than 10,000 children
and adults and will take place on
Granville Street, the most popular
pedestrian mall in Vancouver.

***

Indian Summer Festival
July 7–17
SFU Woodward’s
149 W Hastings.
Downtown Vancouver
www.IndianSummerFestival.ca

The inaugural Indian Summer
Festival brings the best of India to
Vancouver, July 7 to 17, 2011, in celebration of Vancouver’s 125th anniversary and the official ‘Year of
India in Canada.’ The Indian arts
& ideas festival will showcase top
contemporary and classical Indian talent across music, dance, theatre, literature, film, visual arts,
yoga and cuisine – pairing some of

Indian classical dancer.

India’s internationally renowned
artists and performers with local
Vancouver counterparts. Don’t
miss 10 days of exciting programming, 20+ events, workshops and
more. Tickets start at just $8. Full
festival line up available and tickets on sale now on their website.

***

Photo by achivetta, Flickr

Cultural Calendar

World Refugee Day
Monday June 20, 2011
Central Library,
350 W. Georgia St.,
Alice MacKay Room
and Promenade
604.331.4044

Summer Live
Celebrating Vancouver’s 125th !
July 8–10
Brockton Point in Stanley Park
www.celebratevancouver125.ca

Mayor Gregor Robertson invites
citizens and visitors to another
major celebration for Vancouver’s
125th anniversary – the threeday Summer Live event. This free
event will feature outdoor music stages, family entertainment,
sports activities, performing and
visual arts and First Nations history and culture. Program highlights for the Summer Live event
at Stanley Park include: Free performances by top Vancouver and
international artists; Coast Salish storytelling and drum songs
with members of the Musqueam,
Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh
Nations; A diverse showcase of
arts and culture including performances and workshops; Family
entertainment and all-ages participatory sports events.

***

All Over the Map
July 10, 17, 24, August 14, 21, 28
Ron Basford Park,
Granville Island,
604.893.8875,
www.newworks.ca

This event brings you the best in
free, outdoor cultural events in
Vancouver. Be sure to bring your
dancing shoes – their lively, allages performances have been
known to get you moving! Sundays, 2pm performances.

