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Thandi agrees with the con-
cept of the ‘othering’ effect. He 
explains that when an individ-
ual from the dominant cultural 
group does something atypical, 
it’s deviance on the part of the 
individual. By contrast, if an in-

See “Verbatim” page 3
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s someone who was born 
in Vancouver, I’m rarely 

identified as so. Upon first 
meeting people, they often 
stare quizzically at me when I 
say I’m Canadian. “Can’t be so,” 
they say, “you look too ethnic!” 

My Russian heritage is 
prominent enough that many 
guess I was born in Russia. Yet, 
my Slavic looks are not the 
only factor confusing strang-
ers upon a first meeting. 

Many of my good friends 
are from countries in the 
Middle East, Latin America, 
or Europe. Thus, I can most 
often be seen walking with 
people whose accents and 
dramatic body language of-
ten differentiate our group 
from the more subdued ges-
tures of a Vancouverite. 

Newcomers to the group 
will guess as to where we’re all 
from, and rarely am I labeled a 
Canadian at first attempt. 

My activities confuse those 
guessing my nationality as 
well. As someone passionate 
about dance, I love to throw 
myself into classes with new 
styles, especially those with 
influences from other coun-
tries. At some of these events, 
such as Salsa or Bachata nights, 
I’m automatically assumed to 
be from Latin America. 

Whether it’s my ethnic 
look, my tourist friends, or 
my interests in diverse ac-
tivities, people don’t view me 
as a Canadian. Perhaps iden-
tifying a Canadian is hard to 
do, or perhaps our culture is 
too difficult to define. 

Yet maybe this is exactly 
what defines Canadians in 
Vancouver. Our city is full 
of tourists and immigrants. 
Many of us are first or second 
generation Canadians and 
have friends from various ar-
eas of the world. Our promi-
nent ethnic backgrounds and 
our ability to connect with 
those from different cultures 
mark us as an open and non-

A

n Vancouver, there has been 
evidence of negative percep-

tions, when it comes to certain 
cultures being seen as violent.

When it comes to public 
views on violence, it is depen-
dent on the existing social nar-
rative. 

What is Violence?
Langara College sociology and 
anthropology department 
chair, Indira Prahst, believes 
that violence is socially con-
structed. 

“Our understanding of vio-
lence is variable in time, in 
place and in culture,” says 
Prahst. She also says that peo-
ple in positions of power can 
control our understanding of 
the severity of violence.

Prahst recommends that we 
look into who controls the defini-
tions of violence because it is in 

“many ways, a mechanism to con-
trol the population.”

Indeed, Gary Thandi, man-
ager at DIVERSEcity and re-
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other cultures seem inferior or 
deviant. 

By this account, suggesting 
that violence is attributable to 
specific cultural groups would 
be a form of cultural racism.

Prahst concurs with Jiwani’s 

See “Violent Cultures” page 2

De-stereotyping  
perceptions of violence

What you don’t necessarily see [in the media] is 
the person of colour doing some charitable acts.
Gary Thandi, manager, DIVERSEcity“

dividual from another cultural 
group does something atypical, 
it’s deviance on the part of the 
cultural group. 

Cultural Racism
Canadian sociologist Yasmin Ji-
wani defines cultural racism as 
the tendency to inferiorize cul-
tures instead of race, or make 

searcher at the Justice In-
stitute of BC , suggests that 
society tends to notice physi-
cal forms of violence, but sub-
tler forms of violence tend to 
go unnoticed.

“You ‘other’ those people. And 
really, what you’re doing is 
alienating a lot of people,” says 
Thandi.

interpretation. She believes that 
there is a form of cultural rac-
ism that can occur if violence is 
explained as a cultural attribute, 
which deflects from the deeper 
problem.

Canadian Immigration Report 
(CIReport), a website devoted 
to covering the repercussions 
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ajority governments are 
able to propose any num-

ber of bills before Parliament 
and have them adopted – thanks 
to their majority, of course. This 
in itself isn’t alarming. 

However, it is necessary to 
make the distinction between 
putting one’s imprint on the 
country’s laws by using one’s 
majority, and using it to steer 
clear of in-depth debates, cru-
cial to the healthy running of a 
democracy. 

Stephen Harper’s Conserva-
tives have recently celebrated 
the first anniversary of their 
majority. Not surprisingly, the 
government has availed itself 
of this majority to pass a num-
ber of legislative measures that 
have been close to their heart 
for a long while. The demise of 
the long-gun registry, for ex-
ample, and several measures 
concerning criminality – all of 
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My Turn

Gone are the good old budget laws

of immigration and racial diver-
sity on Canadian society, has a 
different perspective. CIReport 
suggests that “from an evolu-
tionary perspective, it is natural 
and desirable to have ingroups 

“Violent Cultures” from page 1

some, but the way it decides to go 
about it. 

For example, the government 
has decided to make use of its 
proposed budget implementa-
tion bill by adding to it a bunch of 
miscellaneous legislative mea-
sures, focusing on employment, 
growth, sustainable wealth. Of-
ficially called the Jobs, Growth 
and Long-term Prosperity Act, 
this is a massive project drawn 
on, so it seems, as a sort of leg-
islative tote bag encompassing 
a large number of measures 
that have nothing to do with the 
budget or any other sort of fiscal 
measures. 

In fact, the bill swaddles 69 
Canadian laws. It ends Canadi-
an Kyoto agreements, modifies 
fisheries laws and brings in new 
measures concerning the envi-
ronmental assessments, to men-
tion but a few. 

This is, of course, a risky ap-
proach. If the federal govern-
ment isn’t careful, it could easily 
give the impression that this is 
a government that doesn’t leave 
much room for debate in legisla-
tive matters. Often, this kind of 
message leaves the population 
believing that the government 

M which are in a way, its trade-
mark. 

We can’t therefore be sur-
prised by the sort of legislative 
measures proposed by the fed-
eral government. Several people 
see this as an abuse of power by 
the government, based on its sta-
tus in the House of Commons, but 
it isn’t the case. 

Some of the measures in the 
legislative program were intro-
duced when the Harper govern-
ment was a minority. We can’t 
ignore the fact that the Conser-
vatives had made a clean breast 
of their ideological orientation 
long ago. And that is certainly the 
case when it comes to measures 
regarding law and order and 
environmental assessment pro-
cesses for major projects, among 
others. 

But again, when it comes to the 
present government, it is not nec-
essarily what it does that bothers 

scriptive behaviour. She iterates 
that plenty of violent behaviour 
we see within our society goes 
unnoticed. For instance, Cana-
da’s involvement in the Afghan 
war. 

In CIReport’s view, the shifting 
of blame from guilty parties to 
the socio-political order makes 
for a convenient means to escape 
responsibility. CIReport states 
that “pathologizing the sum of 
society for the failures of the few 
very much feeds into our modern 
love affair with principles of ab-
straction, rather than…logic and 
reasoning.”

Media Portrayals of  
Culture and Violence
CIReport says that “Canadian 
media is decidedly squeamish 
when it comes to reporting non-
white crime.” It refers to a recent 
study by a University of Toronto 
student, entitled Whitewash-
ing Criminal Justice in Canada, in 
which it was found that in many 
cases, gathering racial data on 
visible minority crime is pro-
hibited or suppressed. CIReport 
says that journalists are being 
denied such information and re-
liable data.

Prahst acknowledges that 
there is a lack of reporting on 
the ethnicity of criminals and 

has something to hide. That it is 
trying to pull a fast one. 

For now, and with another three 
years to go, it seems clear that the 
government thinks that this kind 
of stuff is far from Canadians’ 
daily preoccupations. And if we 
consider the storminess of eco-
nomic and social situations other 
countries are facing, the federal 
conservatives surely feel that the 

country’s relative tranquility will 
be enough to make light of such 
minor legislative irritants. 

In a way, this is a politically 
savvy approach. It’s always bet-
ter to dish up the most unpopular 
measures in the first two years 
of a mandate. Next year should 
tell a little bit more of the tale. 

Translation Monique Kroeger 
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that these statistics are impor-
tant to document to be able to 
identify patterns. She says the 
drawback to this is the racist 
discourse that can arise from 
this statistic.

Thandi believes that the me-
dia has the right to report the 
incidence of violence, but he feels 
that context is lacking. For exam-
ple, he says that whenever news 
is reported regarding South 
Asian males, it tends to be nega-
tive. And this negative stereo-
type has extended to his person-
al life, when a former colleague 
asked him about the violence in 
his South Asian community. 

He hopes for a more balanced 
approach when it comes to re-
porting news on different cultur-
al groups. 

“What you don’t necessarily 
see [in the media] is the person 
of colour doing some charitable 
acts,” he says.

Prahst indicates that in the 
current geo-political climate, it 
serves the mainstream media 
to scapegoat Muslim and South 
Asians at the moment, because 
it legitimizes political agen-
das abroad. In order to move 
away from cultural stereotypes, 
Prahst invites us to ask the ques-
tion, “Who benefits from these 
social constructions?”

and outgroups. This protects and 
promotes biological and cultural 
diversity.” 

They further explain that hav-
ing ingroups and outgroups does 
not automatically provoke nega-
tive feelings towards the other, 
but that a problem with diverse 
peoples living side by side can 
result in hierarchization or self-
segregation. 

Violence and Culture
Thandi believes that for every 
cultural group, there will be a 
few people that will bend the 
cultural norms according to their 
own needs to justify their desire 
for control.

Regarding cultural norms 
and how they relate to vio-
lence, Prahst says that we have 
to think about a norm as a pro-

Indira Prahst.

Erratum
In the last issue of The Source, Vol 12 No 29, in the article Vancouver's 
Fijian community: distinct and thriving we printed that 75,000 Fijians 
live in Metro Vancouver.  The number is actually closer to 7,500.  We 
apologize for the mistake.
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Brits flood B.C. in search of new beginnings
by thomas DEanE

f you talk to most Brits in 
Vancouver they’ll tell you of 

a general malcontent that per-
vades British life. Even though 
most live ostensibly privileged 
lives, they fail to wake up feeling 
healthy or happy, and this means 
that something is missing. So a 
lot of them find themselves on 
the furthest coast of Canada.

According to Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada’s annual 
Facts and Figures reports, the 
number of people arriving in 
Canada from the U.K. as perma-
nent residents has more than 
doubled since 1998. A figure 
that loitered below 4,000 some 
14 years ago now pushes 10,000 
each year. 

And that is despite the current 
financial malaise making it hard-
er for people to relocate, some-
thing that immigration lawyer 
David Aujla has noticed in recent 
years. Aujla, who specializes in 
helping incoming British and 
American clients, says there are 
obvious reasons why British Co-
lumbia is appealing.

I
“A lot of British people have con-

nections with family and friends 
and that helps with gaining em-
ployment, while others did well 
with business and come via the 
investor route,” he explains.

“I think it also helps that the 
climate is similar and English is 
spoken here, so there is no harsh 
transition.” 

There is a joke that the inclem-
ent weather and drudgery asso-
ciated with parts of the nation 
means that eight out of 10 Brits 
wish they were dead, while the 
other two live abroad.

That is pushing it, but in a pe-
riod of unusually high unem-
ployment, growing mistrust in 
government policy, and with a 
university system on the ropes, 
it is hardly surprising that many 
are saying: “enough is enough.”

Chaminda Wjiesundera, 30, 
lived in England before moving 
to Canada with his family at the 
age of 15. Although suggesting 
Britain’s globally diverse de-
mography, music scene, and self-
deprecating sense of humor are 
highly praiseworthy, he believes 
some attitudes are less so. 

“Because everyone else is posi-
tive it is easy to be lifted here, 
whereas in England it's accepted 
in the pub that you tell everyone 
how pissed off you are because 
your boss is being a knob,” says 
Wjiesundera.

“Also, I think people are pro-
grammed not to be mean [in Van-
couver], whereas in the U.K. it's 
socially acceptable.”

Agreeing with Wjiesundera’s 
assertion that a ‘woe is me’ cul-
ture proliferates in Britain is Ste-
phen George, a 28-year-old scien-
tist who laments his decision to 

“Verbatim" from page 1

wake up, go to work, come home, 
watch mindless crap on TV, go to 
bed, and repeat the cycle.”

George, who would be “on the 
next plane” back if he had a job of-
fer, would sympathize with Andy 
(whose last name has been with-
held at his request), another Brit 
who was contemplating making 
B.C. his home before some unex-
pected visa news took the deci-
sion out of his hands.

“You wouldn't walk alone at 
night where I lived in England, 
so I had definitely settled here, 
even if breaking into friendship 

cliques is harder,” he says. 
"My Dad was born and raised 

in the same area in England and 
watched his son fly thousands of 
miles away. To have him sit down 
and say if he was younger he’d 
consider settling down here, and 
that I made the right call – that 
was amazing, really.”

Fate and circumstance will dic-
tate whether Andy ever returns, 
but under the current economic 
and attitudinal climate in Britain, 
it seems highly likely that plenty 
of his compatriots will continue 
to jet this way for good.

judgmental culture. Embrac-
ing different activities such as 
Latin dance, Chinese dragon 
boat races, or Celtic Festivals 
define who we are.

This is not to say that we 
don’t have our own cultural 
activities inherent to Vancou-
ver. We are graced with the 
mountains and ocean, side by 
side, and our beautiful land-
scape inspires people to be 
active and outdoors. Interna-
tional visitors have often re-
marked to me how active we 
are compared to other cities. 

Many Vancouverites also 
love their morning cup of 
Timmies and, of course, are 
passionate about hockey. 

These are some common-
alities between the people of 
Vancouver, but they fall short 
in representing the city on 
their own. 

For example, by considering 
the influence the Asian com-
munity has on our culture, we 
can tie in other trends such 
as our obsession with sushi, 
or our trips to the Richmond 
Night Market. 

Vancouver is a kaleidoscope 
filled with pieces from other 
cultures that are presented 
through a multicultural lens. 
We can’t define the depth of 
our city’s culture without 
first looking at the integra-
tion of cultures.

Why is it difficult for others 
to see the interwoven fabric of 
Vancouver? Perhaps we don’t 
work hard enough to promote 
our image to others. 

My boyfriend is from Mexico, 
and some of his family mem-
bers don’t even consider Van-
couver to have a culture. I can 

imagine that those from such a 
passionate and proud culture 
would wonder how Vancouveri-
tes define themselves. 

At one family dinner, I was 
tempted to defend my culture 
after a passing comment from 
one of his family members, but 
my attempts to jump into the 
conversation were fruitless. 

The fast paced chatter over-
whelmed me, and the next 
pause in the conversation only 
served to change the topic. Not 
only that, I lost time planning 
my response in my mind to 
make sure my words didn’t of-
fend anyone. So polite, and so 
very Canadian.

In our efforts to accommo-
date other cultures, some-
times I wonder if we allow our-
selves to take enough pride in 
our Canadian identity. Do we 
take the time to reflect on how 
residing in Vancouver shapes 
our lives? 

Culture is inherent to every 
area, every city. Within each 
city are many subcultures, one 
of the smallest being the hab-
its and values of a family unit. 

In order to help others un-
derstand the diversity of our 
city, perhaps we need to start 
by finding the words to shape 
and define our own experi-
ence. Others might struggle 
to guess my identity because 
of my connection with various 
other cultures.

However, in order to fully 
understand how living in Van-
couver shapes each individual, 
perhaps we need to account 
for the density of cultural con-
nections we have, and reflect 
upon how our network trans-
forms Vancouver’s culture into 
an evolving and diverse city.

return after spending a year in 
Vancouver with a work permit 
and a much fuller diary.

"The U.K. is pretty shit to be 
honest,” he says. “People seem 
disillusioned and our impotent 
government doesn’t help. At 
night there are virtual no-go 
zones. Kids sit about pissed on 
cider with too much time on their 
hands.” 

"We are a rudderless nation,” 
adds George, “but people don't 
help themselves. My friends in 
Vancouver had lives. They did 
things. Here, too many people 

The British Columbian flag incorporates the British flag in its design.

Chaminda Wjiesundera.
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DERRiCk o'kEEFE

Left Bank

uebec’s students are teach-
ing, or re-teaching, an impor-

tant lesson to all of us. 
In Canada, and here in British 

Columbia, decades of neo-liber-
alism have rolled back our pub-
lic services. Even more damag-
ing, perhaps, has been the way 
these years have rolled back our 
public imagination. 

The There Is No Alternative 
(TINA) doctrine, popularized by 
Margaret Thatcher’s Conserva-
tive rule in the U.K., still holds 
sway over much of our political 
discourse. Official policy de-
bates are too often just a matter 
of opposing views on how to tin-
ker around the edges. 

But in Quebec, the student 
movement is pointing right at 
the heart of the matter. Faced 
with a 75 per cent tuition in-
crease, they have fought back –  
hard. Holding out on strike for 
well over three months now, 
they have displayed remarkable 
unity and creativity. 

In addition to putting up a 
fight for their own right to an ac-
cessible education, they have ap-
pealed to the wider society, call-
ing for a ‘social strike’ against 
Quebec’s Charest government. 
As in B.C., Quebec’s government 
is Liberal by name, but in real-
ity is a coalition that represents 
right-wing corporate interests. 

Q
Lessons to B.C. from the Quebec protest

and threatens students who 
continue the strike with heavy 
fines. CLASSE, one of the student 
organizations leading the strike, 
had anticipated this type of ac-
tion by the government in an 
earlier appeal: 

“Let us stop fearing the laws 
that fetter our discontent, let us 
collectively disobey and go to-
gether into the streets of Quebec. 
Alone, this disobedience will be 
marginalized and repressed by 
the government. But if all sectors 
of Quebec society act together, 
the government will be unable to 
rely on the courts.”

Opponents of Quebec’s student 
strike often bring up the history 
of Paris in 1968 as a sort of ‘bo-
geyman’ of wild, radical students. 

Let’s not concede the spirit of 
‘68 to their historical scaremon-
gering. Paris 1968 was part of a 
worldwide uprising that dared to 
dream of a better world. 

The bold actions of the young 
French students sparked a gener-
al strike across the country that 
nearly toppled the government 
of Charles de Gaulle. The exam-
ple reverberated on campuses 
around the world. 

All movements for greater so-
cial justice sometimes need a 
spark from the young, from the 
generations that are not weighed 
down by past defeats and disap-
pointments. 

In 1968, the Parisian students 
shouted, ‘Sous les pavés, la plage!’ 
(under the paving stones, the 
beach!) conjuring the imagination 
of a just and truly free society. 

Today, the Quebec students 
speak of a ‘grève générale illimi-
tée’ (unlimited general strike) or, 
in a playful twist, rêve général il-
limité. 

Quebec’s student strike, and 
the utopian energies and slo-
gans it has unleashed, should 
not be sneered at or cynically 
dismissed by anyone concerned 
about changing the dismal state 
of politics in Canada and British 
Columbia. 

The global financial crisis, and 
the inspiration provided by the 
Arab Spring and Occupy Wall 
Street, has weakened TINA but 
it’s proving a stubborn acronym 
and doctrine to kill off. Here in 
North America, the Quebec stu-
dent strike is the most important 
challenge to TINA we’ve seen in a 
long time. 

So let us all take a moment and 
show some solidarity. It’s the 
right thing to do, and we might 
just learn some things that we 
can apply here on the West Coast, 
too.

Those who struggle may fail. 
Those who do not struggle have already failed.

Bertolt Brecht

Montreal police confront student protesters.

Protestors make an effigy of Quebec 
Premier Jean Charest.

Earlier this month, the Charest 
government announced it had a 
tentative ‘deal’ with the students. 
But when this ‘offer’, which did 
not in fact do anything to cut the 
proposed tuition increase, was 
discussed democratically by 
the student unions, it was over-
whelmingly rejected. 

Faced with this collective defi-
ance by the students, the Charest 
government has turned to some 
incredibly draconian legislation. 
Rushed through in an all-night 
session of the National Assem-
bly, Loi 78 puts onerous restric-
tions on the right to assemble 
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adds that she hopes to continue 
building a Spanish language and 
culture program for Canadian-
born Latinos.

Despite the emphasis on ca-
tering to specific ethnic groups, 
Britannia serves as a hub for 
social gatherings that bring the 
whole community together, the 
latest example being their Stone 
Soup Festival. The event focuses 
on the role of eating locally, fea-
turing a farmer's market, and in-
cludes arts and crafts activities 
for children. 

When asked what some of 
the biggest challenges facing 
the community centre are, Mu-
nro points to the need for greater 
recognition and visibility.

“We're in the process of creat-
ing a new sign and making our-
selves more visible,” says Munro. 

“I think like any community centre, 
we would gain more community 
if more people knew about us. Its 
community members that make 
what happens here great.”

I just ran into someone, Carlos Mejia, who as a youth used to come all 
the time for soccer. He is now an analyst with the police department.
Anntuaneth Figueroa, Latin American youth worker, Britannia Community Services Centre“

by   bREnDan munRo

occer is my love, it's my life,” 
says Christopher, one of 

several youth gathered in the 
shadow of Britannia second-
ary school for a weekly drop-
in soccer game. These games 

shifted to include players from 
African and European back-
grounds as well. 

Much as the drop-in soccer 
game has evolved since its incep-
tion, the Britannia Community 
Services Centre has needed to 
adapt to the changing makeup 

S

Britannnia Community Services Centre:  
promoting diversity in East Vancouver

French, and other economically 
marginalized groups, the role 
played by the Britannia Commu-
nity Services Centre in delivering 
educational, recreational and so-
cial services is vital. 

“Typically, the people that do 
come see us know us very well,” 

deploying a Latin American youth 
worker, Anntuaneth Figueroa, to 
oversee several specifically tar-
geted programs.

"One of our biggest programs 
has been indoor soccer...but we 
also do a lot of outreach with 
the schools to bring students in-
formation about the community, 
projects, volunteer opportuni-
ties and trying to get them in-
volved with what we're offering 
at Britannia," says Figueroa.

"I just ran into someone, Car-
los Mejia, who as a youth used to 
come all the time for soccer. He 
is now an analyst with the police 
department," says Figueroa. 

Other success stories are peo-
ple like Ronald Arqueta, who 
joined the military and became 
an engineer. Ana Linares, who 
is now a teacher, is another ex-
ample.

"We all look for an identity in our 
high school years,” says Figueroa. 

“I think that's something our Latin 
youth program can give them. She 

Amelia Daly (right), participant in Britannia's drop-in soccer game, tries to go 
through 3 defenders.

Anntuaneth Figueroa (middle) with Britannia community centre members at Sun Run 2011.

originally started 15 years ago 
as an opportunity for at-risk La-
tino youth in Vancouver's East 
End to stay active and engage 
in positive activities with peers 
from their community. Now the 
demographics of the game have 

and needs of the neighbourhood 
which it serves. 

Home to many people from 
diverse ethnic backgrounds, in-
cluding a large proportion of 
Aboriginals, immigrants whose 
first language is not English or 

says Amanda Munro, Britannia's 
communications officer. 

“Many residents have been 
coming here for decades, went to 
school here, and now come here 
with their own children. Many of 
the staff have been here for a long 
time too. It's like a family.”

Many programs are aimed at 
strengthening and sharing ele-
ments of cultural significance 
within ethnic communities. 

For instance, the seniors centre 
offers Vancouver's only Vietnam-
ese language seniors program, 
which draws about 100 members. 
Youth were recently invited to 
learn about Aboriginal art and 
helped carve a totem pole. 

Meanwhile, weekly Latino 
cooking classes are very popu-
lar. The Latin community has a 
strong presence in the neighbour-
hood, so Britannia responded by 
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City of Bhangra Festival engages all cultures

by  katE kovalEva

hangra, a Punjabi genre of 
music and dance will be 

showcased at the 8th Annual 
HSBC City of Bhangra Festival. 
The festival will also include an 
array of world music, hip-hop, 
rock, flamenco, and percussion 
instruments. 

The festival will be held from 
May 31 to June 10 with events in 
Vancouver and for the first time 
in Surrey, half of them with free 
admission. 

Organized by the Vancou-
ver International Bhangra Cel-
ebration Society, the festival is 
the biggest of its kind in North 
America, and one of the largest 
in the world. 

Origins
Sukhi Ghuman, a director and 
media relations manager at VIBC 
Society says that Bhangra start-
ed in North India. 

B
“It was a very traditional folk 

dance, and back then the per-
formers were live musicians,” 
says Ghuman. 

Today, this area comprises sev-
eral states, including Punjab, Jam-
mu and Kashmir and Rajasthan. 

Although Bhangra has changed 
over time, Ghuman says that many 
artists at the festival, including 
local talent, were raised listen-
ing to Bhangra and have been 
influenced by it. There will also 
be traditional artists who will be 
performing the folk dances much 
as they have been in the past. 

DJ E.V. of A-slam Productions 
says that Bhangra is different 
from Bollywood – the popular 
term used to describe Hindi-
language film – because the lat-
ter did not originate as a folk art 
form. Furthermore, Bhangra is 
sung in Punjabi, while Bollywood 
music and dance are filmed in 
Hindi. 

Vancouver’s Bhangra scene
E.V. says that Vancouver’s demo-
graphic is unique in that it has 
about an equal number of Punja-
bi and Hindi speakers. This is not 
the case in other places, such as 
the United States, where the ma-
jority are Hindi-speakers. 

Ghuman says that Vancouver’s 
festival began 8 years ago and 
used to be a one day event, “but 
now has over 30 committee mem-
bers and up to 150 volunteers 
during the festival.” She adds 
that “the Society’s mandate is to 
promote the event to people of 
all cultures, and to create cross-
cultural collaborations of Bhan-
gra and other music.” 

that we started doing Bhangra/
hip hop fusion,” says E.V.

Recently nominated for both a 
Juno Award and a GiMA (Global 

Ghuman says that “rePercussion 
shows it doesn’t matter what 
culture you’re from but we can 
all come together and celebrate 

E.V. says that “the festival 
started off focused on South 
Asian music and dance” but has 
quickly grown to incorporate 

...It doesn’t matter what culture you’re from, but we can  
all come together and celebrate each other’s culture.
Sukhi Ghuman, Vancouver International Bhangra Celebration Society“
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other styles from around the 
world. 

Forms of Bhangra 
Bhangra in itself is often a fusion 
form. DJ E.V., for instance, calls 
his music style Electro-Bhan-
gra, “and it was not planned,” 
he adds. What started off as a 
hip hop song at a show, turned 
into a faster, more upbeat 
version when a fellow musi-
cians’ dhol – the Punjabi drum –  
and a Bhangra dance team were 
unexpectedly added to the mix. 

“We had such a good response 

Indian Music Academy) Award, 
E.V. says he hopes to see a large 
and mixed crowd at the festival. 
He also says that the events, to-
gether with the Bhangra.me exhi-
bition created at the Museum of 
Vancouver, “are making Bhangra 
accessible.” 

E.V. also looks forward to per-
forming with rePercussion on 
May 31, which features Chinese 
drums and Afro-Cuban, Punjabi, 
and Brazilian percussionists. 
It’s the first time the group will 
be bringing in a DJ to play house 
music to their accompaniment. 

each other’s culture.” 
E.V. is also thrilled about his 

own show on June 9 at the Van-
couver Art Gallery Plaza. He says 
that he started his music in the 
city and has been perfecting it 
on tour, “but it’s the first time I’m 
bringing it back to Vancouver.” 

The festival includes concerts, 
workshops, and even a Block par-
ty. It’s also “a great family event” 
says Ghuman. 

For information on the Festival: 
www.cityofbhangra.com; to listen 
to A-slam music: www.a-slam.com.

DJ E.V. of A-slam will be performing  
at Downtown Bhangra. Two of the many other performers at the City of Bhangra festival: Shivangi Bhayana (left) and Tambura Rasa (right).
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Something is growing anew 
on the former Expo lands be-
sides condo towers. Vancou-
ver’s largest urban farm is the 
brainchild of Michael Ableman 
and Seann Dorry, co-directors 
of Solefood Farm. Located in 
an empty lot on the north side 
of False Creek, Solefood Farm 
has a free three-year lease 
from Concord Pacific on two 
acres of land. This urban farm 
will be above ground with 
nearly 3,000 wooden framed 
boxes fitted onto pallets and 
filled with organic soil.

Solefood Farm’s aim is to 
train and employ commu-
nity residents to set up urban 
farms and manage organic 
produce grown on leased ur-
ban lots. It hopes to establish 
a more direct relationship 
between people and food pro-
duction and eventually serve 
as a model for a self-sustain-
ing enterprise. Both Vancity 
and the Radcliffe Foundation 
are major financial contribu-
tors to this project.

Solefood Farm plans to have 
a total of five urban farms in 
Vancouver, and will employ 25 

Street Photography by Denis Bouvier

Downtown Eastside residents 
and 4 farming apprentices. The 
produce will be sold to farmer’s 
markets, restaurants, wholesal-
ers and individual consumers. 

more permanent city areas to 
be used for this purpose. The 
transitory nature of this loca-
tion is brutally emphasized by 
the towers looming behind and 

their inevitable march onto 
the site when the lease ex-
pires.

Don Richardson

May 22–June 4, 2012

It’s the season of festivals, as 
many of them are coming up in 
the next few weeks: the Euro-
pean Festival, the Hyack Festival, 
the City of Bhangra Festival, EAT! 
Vancouver Festival, and In the 
House Festival. This is turning 
out to be a fun summer.

* * *
China’s Green Economy
Wed., May 23, 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
SFU Harbour Centre
515 W. Hastings St., Vancouver
778-782-4639
www.sfu.ca/reserve

A public talk by Dr. Arthur Han-
son, discussing how Canada and 
the U.S. could benefit from China’s 
green economy. Dr. Hanson is the 
International Chief Advisor to the 
China Council for International 
Cooperation on Environment and 
Development. Free admission but 
registration required.

* * *
Vanishing Vancouver:
The Last 25 Years
Thurs., May 24, 7:30 p.m.
Museum of Vancouver
1100 Chestnut St., Vancouver
604-878-9140
www.vancouver-historical-society.ca

Speaker Michael Kluckner, author 
of Vanishing Vancouver, will talk 
about his 20 years chronicling Van-
couver’s vanishing houses, shops, 
theatres, etc., analyzing why some 
have survived while others have 
not. Open to the public.

* * *
European Festival
Sat., May 26, starting at 10 a.m.
Swangard Stadium
3883 Imperial St., Burnaby
604-618-6724 (Marika)
www.eurofestbcsociety.com

The annual EuroFest is back. Ex-
pect to see cultural displays, Eu-
ropean food, entertainment, chil-

by PhoEbE Yu

A Portrait of 
Urban Farming

10% of the food will be donated 
to DTES organizations and work-
ers will receive free food as well.

It’s an ambitious project and 
if successful may encourage 

dren’s activities, market place 
and more, from 24 countries. See 
website for schedule and details. 
Open to the public.

* * *
This is Carnival!
Sat., May 26, 8:30 p.m.
Hilton Metrotown
6083 McKay Ave., Burnaby
mailinglist@meloproductions.net
www.meloproductions.net

A fashion show and launch party 
for the Caribbean Days Parade. 
See different Caribbean cos-
tumes or bring your own. Inter-
ested parties can also sign up to 
be in the parade. Tickets $15.

* * *
Lowe’s 41st
Annual Hyack Festival
Until May 26
Various Venues
604-522-6894
www.hyack.bc.ca

New Westminster’s signature 
arts and culture festival contin-
ues to encourage affordable, mul-
ticultural, and inter-generational 
activities. Be there to enjoy the 
Antique Fair, the Ancient and 
Honourable Anvil Battery Salute, 
May Day celebrations, the Diver-
seCity Multicultural Festival, a 
parade and more. Open to the 
public.

* * *
Main Street Vinyl Record Fair
Sun., May 27, 11:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
The Cambrian Hall
215 E. 17th Ave., Vancouver
778-994-1909 (Raien)
www.vinylrecordfair.com

Buy, sell and trade new and used 
vinyl, seven inches, LPs and cas-
settes. Also get a chance to win a 
Shure M97xE Audiophile Phono 
Cartridge by entering the Dia-
mond Stylus Contest. Check the 
website or Georgia Straight On-
line for more information. Tick-
ets $2.

* * *
International Children’s Festival
May 29–June 3
Granville Island
604-708-5661
www.childrensfestival.ca

A performing arts event for the 
whole family. Watch some shows, 
be immersed in fantastical sto-
ries, take some cooking classes, 
and more. Single tickets for main 
stage shows $18, except for some 
shows. See website for details. 
Group and family rates available.

* * *
City of Bhangra Festival
Vancouver International  
Bhangra Celebration Society
May 31–June 10
Various Venues
604-684-2787
www.cityofbhangra.com

The VIBC has been dedicated 
to promoting the art from of 
bhangra. Expect to see bhangra 
workshops, conferences, perfor-
mances, a bhangra block party 
and more. The hundreds of per-
formers and artists participating 
come from different parts of the 
world like the U.K., India and the 
U.S. Tickets range from $15-$40. 
Festival passes available.

* * *

Coppelia – Goh Ballet
Jun 1–2, 7:00 p.m.
Vancouver Playhouse
601 Cambie St., Vancouver
604-872-4014
www.gohballet.com

Goh Ballet presents a classical 
ballet. It’s a comedic fairy tale 
about the test of true love. Tick-
ets $52.25. Additional $5 charge 
if ordering by phone.

* * *
EAT! Vancouver
June 1–3
BC Place Stadium
777 Pacific Blvd., Vancouver
604-576-9951
www.eat-vancouver.com

Browse hundreds of exhibits, 
and discover and taste all kinds 
of food and beverages. Also shop 
for hard to find ingredients, meet 
celebrities and food experts from 
the Food Network or take some 
cooking classes. See website for 
more details. Tickets: $14 adults 
and seniors, $9 students.

* * *
In the House Festival
June 1–3
Various Venues

604-874-9325
www.inthehousefestival.com

In the House Festival brings per-
formance artists to an intimate 
setting. Homeowners open up 
their living rooms for audiences 
and artists alike to explore dif-
ferent talents and widen cultural 
perspectives. The range of per-
formances include breakdanc-
ing, ballroom dancing, cabaret, 
puppeteering, improv and more. 
Tickets: $15 adults, $10 children. 
Festival passes available.

* * *
Brasstronaut  
with Utidur
Sat., June 2, 9:00 p.m.
The Rio Theatre
1660 E. Broadway, Vancouver
elana@hipcity.ca
www.hipcitymusic.ca

Local Vancouver band Brasstro-
naut is holding a concert, fea-
turing their distinct musicality, 
blending the sounds of clarinet, 
slide-guitar, trumpet, synthe-
sizers and voice. Icelandic band 
Útidúr will accompany them on 
this tour. Útidúr plays chamber-
pop with a dramatic streak. Tick-
ets $16.25, advance tickets $15.

Vancouver band Brasstronaut will perform June 2, along with Icelandic band Útidúr.

New Westminster's Hyack Festival  
will include a parade.
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