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ancouver is many things – a 
world-class urban metrop-

olis, a home for immigrants 
seeking a better life, and much 
more. But to me, first and fore-
most, it’s my home. 

Now, my relationship to 
this city is kind of peculiar. 
Most of my life, I’ve lived in 
the suburbs, so I have always 
admired Vancouver from a 
distance. Growing up, it was 
my favourite place to be and 
I always looked at it with a 
sense of awe. It was where ev-
erything was happening and 
where everything interesting 
was. I loved the diversity, the 
wide variety of lifestyles, and 
I loved how it was a city that 
people from around the world 
would love to come to. I just 
grew to love the city more and 
more. Most of all, I loved how I 
could meet almost any type of 
person here. It seemed to be 
a place where anyone could 
make a home.

One of the reasons I feel so 
close to this city is because 
of my history with it. Even 
if I moved across the world 
and never came back here, 
my cherished memories will 
always be with me. They are 
personal and distinctive, like 
how as a child my grandfather 
would regularly take me to 
Stanley Park and the Seawall 
to spend time with me, and 
they are ordinary and generic, 
like how as a teenager I rou-
tinely travelled downtown to 
stroll up and down Granville 
and Robson streets. What 
also comes to mind is how 
every single time I arrived at 
Granville Station and stepped 
out into the city, I’d be struck 
with awe. This still happens. 
This city never fails to amaze 
me with everything that it is. 

So, two questions here – 
how is Vancouver my home 
if I have never lived in it, and 
how has it shaped me? I wasn’t 
born in Vancouver – I spent 
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hen North Vancouver’s 
Anna Rice reached the 

round of 16 in female singles 
badminton at the 2008 Summer 
Olympics, she became the first 
North American ever to do so. 

Badminton and rugby are 
sports that have remained large-
ly under the radar in Vancouver 
and the rest of Canada despite 
their huge international profile 
and their long history in British 
Columbia. 

While badminton is extremely 
popular internationally – it is 
the second most played sport in 
the world, behind only soccer – 
it has traditionally been just a 
fringe sport in Canada.

However, particularly in Van-
couver and the rest of British Co-
lumbia, there are signs that this 
trend is changing. A key factor 
in the growing success of bad-
minton and other former fringe 
sports is the increasing partici-
pation among all sections of the 
population, not just the cultures 
and people that traditionally 
play them.

Rice, a five-time Canadian na-
tional badminton champion and 
two-time Olympian, has seen 
first-hand the sport’s global 
popularity, especially in Asian 
countries such as China, India 
and Indonesia. The men’s singles 
badminton final had the second 
highest viewership of any event 
at the 2012 Olympics. However, 
Rice, who now serves as head 
coach of Badminton Vancouver, 
has also witnessed the growth 
of the sport among different 
communities in the city. 

“With Vancouver being so mul-
ticultural and having such a 
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strong Asian influence, it’s just a 
natural fit that we’re becoming 
one of the badminton hotbeds in 
North America,” says Rice. “But at 
Badminton Vancouver we really 
embrace diversity and try to wel-
come people from as many differ-
ent backgrounds and actually use 
that as an appeal. You can meet 
people from all different walks of 
life and cultures and yet you’re all 
connecting through this sport.”

The growing number of bad-
minton tournaments being played 
in Canada and scholarships being 
offered by Canadian universities 

are providing more options for 
those who wish to play the sport 
competitively. However, Rice em-
phasizes the benefits of badmin-
ton for everyone and believes that 
the sport’s accessibility is largely 
responsible for its growth. She 
cites in particular the number of 
young girls who may not partici-
pate in other sports but are drawn 
to badminton. 

“It’s a less intimidating sport. 
Even if you don’t have amazing 
athletic skills, you can still be 
good at it in other ways. What’s 
so special about badminton is 

that you can enjoy it on so many 
levels. It’s one of the few sports 
where a five year old can go out 
and play with their grandpar-
ents,” says Rice. 

While mainstream North Amer-
ican leagues and teams dominate 
sports coverage in the media, local 
amateur participation in sports 
has always received less atten-
tion. It may be this lack of media 
focus that limits public awareness 
of and participation in sports like 
badminton and rugby. Soccer, by 
far the most popular sport glob-
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An estimated 3,000 women play rugby in British Columbia, increasing its popularity and quickly becoming less of a fringe sport.
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he now unavoidable role 
of social media in political 

campaigns has caught the atten-
tion of many people. After all, it 
seems that any self-respecting 
party must be on Facebook or 
Twitter. The same goes for party 
leaders and candidates. 

Yet it raises the question – can 
they really make a difference?
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My Turn

litical parties are not overlook-
ing. Time will tell how B.C .’s 
political parties face up to the 
challenge when the political 
campaign kicks off in less than 
two months. It will be the first 
one here since the explosion 
of new mass communication 
technological devices – a sort 
of campaign 2.0. The 2009 cam-
paign saw an onset of the prac-
tice, but the upcoming cam-
paign will be the one where 
social media becomes key to 
political parties’ communica-
tion strategies. 

The impact of these commu-
nication models on the elector-
ate is yet to be determined. We 
can wonder whether social me-
dia like Facebook and Twitter 
are just enormous echo cham-
bers without any real influ-
ence. These new media are so 
jammed up with messages that 
it is difficult for the uninitiated 
to see clearly into them. And 
this is, evidently, political par-
ties’ main challenge – how does 
one stand out in the midst of a 
continuous tempest of messag-
es, often contradictory, in or-
der not only to draw attention 
but to transform that attention 

T

Electoral campaigns and  
social media – a limited reach 

United States by Pew Research 
Center, people aged 18 to 29 who 
used social media to discuss 
their electoral choices, encour-
age friends, family or others to 
vote for a specific candidate or 
simply to say who they voted 
for, were a lot more numer-
ous than people over 50. There 
still is, obviously, an important 
generational gap in the use of 
social media in the context of 
electoral campaigns. 

It’s easy to see that, in the near 
future, political parties will 
have to plan for communication 
strategies involving both social 
and traditional media in order 
to reach different types of vot-
ers. At least for the time being, 
social media still has a limited 
reach when it comes to electoral 
campaigns.

 
Translation Monique Kroeger

simply by pushing a button. Not 
so long ago the only way to send 
a message tightly controlled by 
electoral strategists was buy-
ing air time. This method is still 
integral to electoral communi-
cations and chances are that it 
will remain so for a good while 
yet. 

However, there is a sure shift 
toward social media that po-

We can wonder 
whether such social 
media as Facebook 
and Twitter are just 
enormous echo 
chambers without 
any real influence. 

“
If you ask me, I think they 

still have little bearing on vot-
ers’ ultimate choices. But in 
the context of a strategic com-
munication plan, they are valu-
able assets in any political cam-
paign’s toolbox. 

Of obvious benefit is their 
ability to make contact with 
hundreds, thousands and some-
times millions of people at once, 

into votes. The main goal is to 
be able to pierce, as quickly as 
possible, into many influential 
networks. 

For now, at least, this might 
be the social media’s main as-
set. It enables voters to share 
their preferences with a greater 
number of people with the least 
effort. Electoral campaigns 
have always fuelled conversa-
tions between friends, family 
and colleagues, but Twitter and 
Facebook speed up the action. 

It’s not, of course, a matter of 
setting aside traditional com-
munication models, at least not 
yet. As demonstrated by a sur-
vey done during the last day of 
the electoral campaign in the 

Social media is now a big part of North American politics.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 C
az

im
ira

, F
lic

kr



The Source 3Vol 13 No 16 | February 19–March 5, 2013

malaya Arts and Crafts on West 
Broadway, he enthusiastically 
describes the experience of be-
ing treated as a Canadian and the 
respect he is shown, even though 
he wasn’t born here. 

“I feel close to Canada, and now 
I’m a citizen,” he says. 

Lama, while sporting a Tibetan 
Resettlement Project hoodie, ex-
presses his excitement about the 
new policy. 

“It’s a great project and [the] 
people are very helpful,” he says.

Though the incoming Tibetan 
immigrants will undoubtedly 
have to work through the chal-
lenges of relocating to a radically 
different country, the Tibetan 
community is bursting with com-
passion and hard work to help 

by léo NEwMaN

ema Kyirong is ecstatic at 
the prospect of being re-

united with her Tibetan family 
thanks to the Tibetan Resettle-
ment Project, announced by the 
Government of Canada in 2010. 
The public policy will facilitate 
the immigration of 1,000 Tibet-
ans residing in the north Indian 
state of Arunachal Pradesh (AP), 
where Kyirong was born and 
where her family still lives. 

“I was very happy the day when 
I heard 1,000 Tibetan people 
from AP are getting visa[s] to 
[come] here,” says Kyirong.

P
and there are few opportunities 
available. 

“I wanted a better life here, I 
can work, I can do something 
better here,” she says.

Even though approximately 
8,000 Tibetans have fled to AP and 
lived there for decades, their situ-
ation remains complex since they 
cannot become Indian citizens 
and are not legally recognized 
as refugees. Rather, they are dis-
placed people and indefinitely 
stateless. The resettlement proj-
ect promises an opportunity for 
exiting this tenuous state of limbo 
and starting a new life in Canada. 

The project comes with its own 
set of challenges to overcome, 
says Mati Bernabei, president of 
Canada Tibet Committee’s Van-
couver chapter. While the gov-
ernment is providing 1,000 visas, 
they are not providing any finan-
cial support, which puts stress 
on the project. 

“[The project needs] support 
now at the get go, just to get the 
people here, and then once they 
arrive, care, support and under-
standing as they go through this 
adjustment,” says Bernabei.

The policy requires that each 
immigrant have a community-
based sponsor in Canada before 
coming here who can provide sup-
port for a maximum of one year.

Profoundly impacted by her 
experiences travelling through 
Tibet, India and Nepal after grad-
uating university in the late 1980s, 
Bernabei has been involved with 
the Tibetan community in Van-
couver ever since. While she isn’t 

Tibetan herself, she speaks of the 
community with overwhelm-
ing love and compassion and de-
scribes them as her “friends and 
family.”

Focusing on Tibetan diaspora 
education in India and Nepal 
in her dissertation, Bernabei 
has taken soon-to-be teachers 
to Tibetan boarding schools in 
Dharamshala. Many children 
from the settlements in AP are 
being educated here, as it is im-
possible to sustain a school in AP. 
This makes life hard for families 
who have to send their children 
away for schooling.

“[These children] see their par-
ents once every three to five years 
because their parents are too 
poor to visit them and it’s too dif-
ficult to get back,” says Bernabei. 

Tibetan community embraces Resettlement 
Project for 1,000 Tibetan refugees

Bernabei views the new Ti-
betan Resettlement Project as a 
chance to reunite these families. 
While once hesitant about relo-
cating Tibetan refugees so far 
from Tibet, she now recognizes 
this as an opportunity to move 
farther away so they can live 
closer together.

Pemten Lama is a Tibetan 
born in Nepal, who, like Tibet-
ans in India, was never able to 
gain citizenship. 

“We are born [in Nepal] but we 
will never be citizens of Nepal,” 
Lama says of his life there. “We are, 
as Tibetans, second-class citizens.”

After the situation worsened 
in Nepal, he immigrated to Can-
ada in 2005 to be reunited with 
his family and start a new life in 
Vancouver. Now an owner of Hi-

Tibetan Pemten Lama, owner of Himalaya Arts and Crafts on W. Broadway, immigrated to Canada from Nepal in 2005.

Pema Kyirong.

Since coming to Canada more 
than 25 years ago, Kyirong has 
been supporting her family in 
AP as well as her own two chil-
dren, both born here. According 
to Kyirong, life in AP is extremely 
tough, everyone is very poor See “Tibetan Resettlement” page 9
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Left Bank

arlier this month, I ripped 
into the B.C. government’s TV 

advertising blitz. Since the ads 
continue to run during prime 
time – gobbling up taxpayers’ 
money to boost the image of an 
unpopular premier on the eve of 
the election campaign – I figure 
it’s fair game for me to return to 
the theme.

Watching the main TV ad again –  
you know, the one with the line of 
black dominoes falling all across 
the world but getting stopped in 
its tracks by a tall and immov-
able white domino – I was re-
minded that it wasn’t just the de-
ceit and cynicism of the ads that 

E only solution is a rapid reorga-
nization of our priorities as a 
global society.

“As the race for what’s left gains 
momentum, it will intrude with 
greater force into world affairs, 
threatening the survival of ani-
mal species, local communities, 
giant corporations, and entire 
nations... Only if we abandon the 
race altogether, focusing instead 
on developing renewable re-
sources and maximizing efficien-
cy, can we hope to avoid calamity 
on a global scale,” writes Klare.

What Klare is advocating 
makes perfect sense, but among 
other things it will require a 180 

Visit the Source online
www.thelasource.com
Twitter: @thelasource Facebook: thelasource

Once more on those dominoes 

The challenge of our times is to take this 
greater level of empathy for other people 
and expand it on a planetary level. “

bothered me. It’s also their, well, 
provincialism. Their myopia.

Here’s the thing, the idea that 
B.C. could or should stand apart 
from a world in crisis is deeply 
immoral. In the year 2013 there is 
no more time for a sauve qui peut 
mentality in politics The reason 
the world has reached this point 
of economic and ecological crisis 
is because this attitude of every 
man for himself, every economy 
for itself, every province for itself 

degree turn in the dominant po-
litical ethics; it will require the 
extension of empathy to the en-
tire global community.

The opposition BC NDP has 
made a very deliberate point of 
taking the moral high ground 
when it comes to personal at-
tacks in politics. This is well 
enough. It highlights the absur-
dity of a premier who makes 
much of stopping bullying in 
our schools, while attempting 

has been elevated to a sacrosanct 
principle for too long.

The only hope for the long term 
survival of our species and mil-
lions of other species already 
threatened with extinction due 
to our degradation of the planet’s 
ecosystems is the reassertion of 
collective, cooperative values 
against this rampant cult of self-
ishness. In our world today, there 
is no avoiding what happens in 
our global line of dominoes.

Under Christy Clark and the BC 
Liberals’s tenure, B.C. has effec-
tively ditched, or at least ignored, 
the greenhouse gas reductions 
commitments the previous Lib-
eral premier Gordon Campbell 
passed into law. Clark has shifted 
her rhetorical and policy focus 
to opening up more mining proj-
ects, more gas plays (areas tar-
geted for exploration by oil and 
gas companies), more pipeline 
and tanker infrastructure – all to 
open up export markets.

In this, Clark is merely car-
rying forward the interests of 
wealth and economic power in 
this province. The scramble to 
dig up, extract and sell B.C. natu-
ral abundance is part of a global 
phenomenon which Michael 
T. Klare documents in his new 
book The Race for What’s Left. 
It’s a very sobering read. Klare 
describes an irrational yet re-
lentless worldwide process and 
convincingly argues that the 

to cling to power by resorting to 
personal insults and negative ad 
campaigns against her opponent.

The risk of treating political 
opponents with more personal 
empathy is that the principle of 
avoiding ad hominem gets con-
fused with avoiding sharp politi-
cal criticism – too often in poli-
tics everything gets toned down 
into mushy, centrist platitudes.

The solution is to actually 
name the systems at work behind 
the platitudinous politicians, and 
to insult, attack and belittle the 
systemic sources of injustice – 
unchecked corporate power, neo- 
liberalism and neo-colonialism. 
More empathy for our fellow hu-
mans, less empathy for the inhu-
man, heartless prerogatives of 
money and its accumulation.

The challenge of our times is to 
take this greater level of empa-
thy for other people and expand 
it to a planetary level. It’s not 
just about our family, it’s not just 
about our province – it’s about 
our planet.

Like anti-bullying, global 
awareness is something we all 
understand we have to teach our 
kids in school. As adults, even dur-
ing election campaigns, we need 
to think globally and act locally.

This might sound utopian, but 
it’s the only realistic hope we have 
of having a livable and decent fu-
ture. Humanity’s dominoes will 
stand or fall together. 

Snapshot of a government of British Columbia ad currently making the rounds on T.V.



The Source 5Vol 13 No 16 | February 19–March 5, 2013

Restaurant awards help eliminate 
Chinese cuisine’s stigma

In judging the quality of the 
food, Man explains that he pays 
attention to the cooking skill, 
freshness of ingredients and care 
put into mixing them.  “The food 
has to be tasty but not greasy, not 
heavy and it should become bright 
and alive, flavour-wise,” he says.

Sung suggests that the Chi-
nese Restaurant Awards is an ac-
knowledgement of Vancouver’s 
Chinese population. He says that 
there has to be some recognition 
of the different styles and quality 
of Chinese food.

“I think people of Vancouver 
should really take pride in the 
level of quality of Chinese food, 
and be proud of it and explore 
it,” says Man.  “But I also feel like 
it really reflects how Vancouver 
has embraced new people into 
its society and let other people 
make a home [here].”

The Chinese Restaurant Awards will 
be held on February 26, 2013 at the 
River Rock Show Theatre in Rich-
mond.  Winners will also be listed at 
www.chineserestaurantawards.com

“So that’s where the tea shops, 
the noodle houses became more 
important than just eating,” he 
says.  “It was the social space.”

Atkin notes that the food 
served in the teashops was fairly 
simple and mainly influenced by 
Cantonese-style cooking.

Early Chinese food in Canada 
used local game like elk and deer, 
and native vegetables. These 
were cooked with Chinese ingre-
dients and condiments brought 
over from the homeland, says 
Robert Sung, member of the Chi-
nese-Canadian Historical Society. 
Sung’s family has been in Van-
couver for over 120 years and has 
been involved in the food indus-
try for much of that time.

“Indeed, that’s the start of Chi-
nese food in Canada,” Sung says. 

“It’s an adaptation of using local 

John Atkin, civic historian.

Stir-Fried Dungeness Crab with Egg Yolk Sauce & Rice Cake from Big Chef Restaurant.

Robert Sung, member of the  
Chinese-Canadian Historical Society.

 ritics will unveil the winners 
of this year’s best signature 

dishes from nine categories at 
the annual Chinese Restaurant 
Awards on February 26. That 
Chinese restaurants are being 
recognized for their culinary 
artistry shows just how much of 
an impact the cuisine has had on 
the city and its people. Local Chi-
nese cuisine continues to make a 
name for itself as a part of Van-
couver’s unique history.

The first wave of Chinese mi-
grants to the city began in the last 
half of the 19th century, where 
young, able-bodied men facing 
difficult times back home came 
to B.C. on the promise of gold and 
work. Most of them came from 
China’s southern Guangdong 
(Canton) province and worked as 
miners and labourers on the rail-
way, after the gold rush.

John Atkin, civic historian 
and author of several books on 
Vancouver history, explains that 
many of the early B.C. migrants 
were single men living in tiny 
rooms, with no space to cook or 
meet their friends.

C
source [foods] with Chinese in-
gredients.”

After the war, Atkin says there 
was a gradual opening up of atti-
tudes towards Chinatown and its 
food. The 1940s were the years of 
Chinese enfranchisement and the 
lifting of the Chinese Exclusion 
Act. A new wave of immigration 
occurred and many of the Chi-
nese workers’ wives and children 
came over.

Initially, Sung explains there 
was a lot of stigma and paranoia 
around Chinese food, but China-
town in the 1940s and 1950s be-
came an entertainment precinct 
with many Chinese restaurants 
that drew people from all over 
Vancouver.

During this time North Ameri-
can-style Chinese cuisine became 
popular. “They offered all those 
what I call ‘San Francisco’ style 
dishes, so all the chop sueys, the 
chow mein and egg foo youngs, 
which had nothing to do with tra-
ditional Chinese cooking,” says 
Atkin.  

There was a “split personality” 
to the Chinese food, Atkin fur-
ther explains. The restaurants 
would cook in one style for the 
Caucasian customers and have 
another set of dishes for the Chi-
nese patrons, he says. Still, Atkin 
notes that it made people ap-
preciate the food, and for a lot of 
people it was an entry point into 
Chinatown.

The shifts in immigration pat-
terns in the last few decades 
have subsequently altered the 
landscape of Chinese food in 
Vancouver.  Lee Man, food writ-
er and one of the judges at this 
year’s Restaurant Awards has 
observed changes in the level 
of sophistication in Vancouver’s 
Chinese restaurants.

While growing up in the 1970s, 
Man remembers Chinese food only 
being available in Chinatown, and 
being very value driven with big 
portions and strong flavours.  They 
used to eat a lot more noodles, 
braised foods and big buns, Man 
says. A lot of places didn’t have live 

seafood yet, so it was more meat-
oriented, he recalls.

The opening of high-end seafood 
restaurants came a decade later, 
due to the influx of wealthy immi-
grants from Hong Kong. And today, 
Man indicates that immigrants 
from Mainland China are starting 
to bring a different point of view to 
the local Chinese food landscape.
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Pan-fried Shanghainese Buns at Top Shanghai Cuisine Restaurant.
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and the inability to correctly re-
cord facts. 

“The student is often tongue-tied 
and takes a long time to respond 

Sauvé believes that the team-
first mentality of rugby is a fac-
tor in its increasing popularity 
among people of all cultures, siz-
es, and levels of experience. 

“Rugby can be played by people 
of all body types, and it takes 
every skill set to make a rugby 
team,” says Sauvé. 

He says that rugby has a posi-
tion for everyone, as long as you 
are okay with how physical the 
sport is. 

“You’ll appreciate the cama-
raderie, the team building and 
the confidence building that it 
brings,” says Sauvé.

For both badminton and rugby, 
as well as for many other sports 
that have huge global followings 
but have long been considered 
fringe sports in B.C., their in-
creasing popularity can be at-
tributed largely to their empha-
sis on accessibility and diversity. 
Both sports are increasing their 
participation and profile by tap-
ping into all demographics and 
encouraging people of all ages 
and communities to try them.

“Sports” from page 1
ally in terms of both participants 
and spectators, is the most played 
sport among Canadian children. 
However, it is only in recent years 
that soccer has gained significant 
traction among adult sport fans, 
helped by the Whitecaps’ move to 
MLS and the increased media ex-

by SaSha lallouz

he difficulties inherent in 
language acquisition and 

in adjusting to a new culture 
may overshadow an underlying 
learning disability in ESL high 
school students. 

According to Winnifred Tang, 
who has a PhD in special edu-
cation and offers diagnosis and 
treatment to students with a 
learning disability at Dr. Winni-
fred Tang & Associates Learning 
Management, the symptoms of 
an undiagnosed learning dis-
ability are often misattributed 
to causes such as poor cultural 
adjustment, poor motivation 
and the failure to speak English 
in social and family settings. 

“The student’s struggle with 
the English language is simply 
taken as a second-language ac-
quisition problem and not a lan-
guage-based learning disability,” 
says Tang. 

Two common academic learn-
ing disabilities are dyslexia, a 
language-based disability, and 
dyscalculia, which is number 
based. Students with dyslexia 
easily mix up letters when 
writing and display poor word 
retrieval when speaking. How-
ever, misspelling words and 
failing to come up with proper 
vocabulary are characteristic 
of anyone’s journey on the road 
to learning a new language. 
With these commonalities, it’s 

T

Language struggles overshadow learning 
disability symptoms in ESL students

its popularity is helped by the 
fact that Canada’s national wom-
en’s team is in the top five in both 
sevens and fifteens [two variants 
of rugby],” says Sauvé. 

The Canadian women’s team is 
a medal hopeful for rugby sevens, 
an event that will make its debut 
at the 2016 Summer Olympics.

easy to see why the learning 
disabilities of ESL students are 
mistakenly attributed to the dif-
ficulties inherent in language ac-
quisition.

To Mike Whittingham, vice-
principal at J.N. Burnett Sec-
ondary School for the past two 
years, this issue is nothing new. 
He agrees that ESL students 
who also have a language-based 
learning disability are more dif-
ficult to diagnose. 

“[Diagnosing] can be a chal-
lenging thing to do from the 
start, and when you put in the 
language component, the pro-
cess becomes more complex,” 
says Whittingham. 

He explains that the language 
barrier – in combination with 
limited insight into a student’s 

“In the last few years in Rich-
mond we are seeing more 
students entering the school 
system who have had little pre-
vious contact with the English 
language,” he says of his four 
years of experience as an ad-
ministrator in the Richmond 
public school system.

ers that roughly 1 to 3 per cent of 
Burnett students are both ESL 
and learning disabled. These 
numbers are similar in Vancou-
ver. According to the Vancouver 
School Board, in the 2012/2013 
school year, there are 23,056 
students enrolled in Vancouver 
secondary schools. Of this num-
ber, 7.7 per cent of the student 
population is ESL, and 6.1 per 
cent have a diagnosed learning 
disability. 

How can parents identify a 
learning disability in their sec-
ondary school student? Tang 
explains that at different devel-
opmental stages there are dif-
ferent manifestations. Among 
high school students, behaviour 
such as low self-esteem, a lack 
of interest in reading or poor 
time management may surface 
in an attempt to mask learning 
frustrations. Academically, a 
student may show messy hand-
writing, slow reading skills, 
poor reading comprehension 

to questions and may be reluctant 
to speak up,” says Tang. 

Whittingham explains that 
currently there is no program 
built specifically to deal with this 
problem in the Lower Mainland 
public school system, although he 
says meetings and research are 
in progress to create a positive 
change for future students facing 
these challenges. 

“If a parent thinks their student 
has a learning disability prior to 
entering a new school, they should 
share this information with the 
ESL teacher and counsellor. If no-
ticed after the fact, the parent can 
meet with the ESL teacher, coun-
sellor and administrator who can 
help relay information and make 
adjustments,” he advises. 

Until this gap in the Lower 
Mainland secondary education 
system is resolved, Whittingham 
says, “The problem rests with 
pinpointing what the learning 
issue might be and dealing with 
that.”

posure that has come with it. 
Rugby has deep roots in the 

province: the British Columbia 
Rugby Union was established in 
1889 and representative teams 
from Vancouver, Victoria and 
Nanaimo have competed for the 
McKechnie Cup since 1895. 

Despite its history and glob-
al popularity, rugby has often 
been overlooked by athletes and 
spectators. However, the sport is 
becoming increasingly popular, 
due in large part to the massive 
number of high school rugby pro-
grams across the province. The 
B.C. Rugby Union estimates that 
there are currently more than 
7,500 boys and 1,700 girls playing 
rugby in high schools across B.C. 

The number of boys playing rug-
by makes it the second most popu-
lar team sport in B.C. high schools 
after basketball. However, accord-
ing to Jeff Sauvé, chief executive 
officer of the B.C. Rugby Union, it 
is among girls that rugby is experi-
encing its most dramatic growth.

“There are more than 3,000 
women playing rugby in B.C., and 

Anna Rice (far right) instructs people of all backgrounds interested in badminton.

Many learning disabilities may go unnoticed in ESL students.

The student’s struggle with the English language is 
simply taken as a second-language acquisition problem 
and not a language-based learning disability.
Winnifred Tang, special education expert

“
previous education – com-
pounds the problems in diagnos-
ing ESL students with learning 
disabilities. 

At Burnett, he calculates that 
21 per cent of students are ESL, 
and 6 to 8 per cent of students 
are learning disabled. He consid-
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tors of contemporary Spanish cin-
ema, the festival promises to offer 
something for everyone to enjoy.

“A modest cultural contribution 
with each event we organize is of 
great satisfaction to me,” says Da-
nais Yera Guerra, general coordi-
nator for Iberoamerican Images. 

“Vancouver is a wonderful city 
with an audience of all different 
tastes. I believe they will enjoy 
the varied themes presented from 
each director’s point of view.”

by SaRa whittakER

uspense, sensuality, social 
commentary and Spanish 

rhythms await moviegoers at 
the New Spanish Cinema Week 
at Vancity Theatre from Feb. 
22–28. 

“Our goal is to continue to, via 
the films, share the Iberoameri-
can culture, and help to enrich 
the cultural diversity of Vancou-
ver and Canada, with the support 
of our sponsors...we try to have 
an inclusive and diverse selec-
tion appealing to all tastes and 
interests, from both new and 
established filmmakers from 
Iberoamerica,” says Victor Mar-
tínez Ajá, director of Iberoameri-
can Images, the Vancouver-based 

S

Ibero-americanism hits 
the Vancity screen 

tional Film Festival last autumn. 
Combining reality and fantasy, 
it takes viewers through the 
Mali desert in search of a paint-
ing by real-life French writer/
painter François Auguiéras who, 
according to legend, painted all 
the walls of a military bunker in 
the desert with his art and then 
sealed its entrance with a boul-
der. The painter, who died in 1971, 
is reincarnated as a local villager 
and looks for his painting, now 
under meters of desert sand. 
Spanish painter Miguel Barceló 
has a cameo appearance where 
he is shown working on his artis-
tic creations.

Other festival entries include 
Wilaya (Spain, 2012), by Pedro 
Pérez Rosado, a social commen-

Victor Martínez Ajá, director.
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organization responsible for the 
selection of the films and for coor-
dinating the event here.

The festival will open with a 
gala reception on Friday, Feb. 22, 
which will include words from 
sponsors like PRAGDA, a Latin 
American and Spanish film dis-
tributing company based in 
Brooklyn, New York, the Embassy 
of Spain in Ottawa, the Vancouver 
International Film Theatre and 
the Sociedad Española de la Colom-
bia Británica (Spanish Society of 
British Colombia).

“It is a pleasure to be able to 
support the presentation of the 
work of Spanish filmmakers and 
to share our roots with anyone 
interested in our culture here [in 
Canada],” says Mercedes Sánchez 
García, board member of the So-
ciedad Española.

Live entertainment for the 
opening gala will be provided by 
Flamenco Rosario, a Vancouver-
based dance company. 

“Our dance group, which in-
cludes members from several 
countries including Japan and 
Perú, will perform traditional 
flamenco pieces written by Victor 
Kolstee, the company ś musical 
director, who will also accompany 
them on guitar,” says Rosario An-
cer, founder and artistic director.

The festival, which is celebrat-
ing its fifth anniversary, brought 
seven films to Vancouver last year. 
It will also visit Calgary and Ed-
monton and has plans to soon in-
clude films in Portuguese as well 
as Spanish, says Martínez Ajá.

Among the five productions to 
be shown during the week-long 
affair are two artistic films. In 
Madrid 1987 (Spain, 2011), director 
David Trueba moves characters 
Angela and Miguel from a busi-
ness meeting in a café in Spain 
to an apartment where a turn of 
events locks them in a bathroom, 
naked, with no possibility of es-
cape for 24 hours, to debate their 
political and social stances on a 
Spain in transition. 

The other art film is The Double 
Steps (Spain & Switzerland, 2011) 
by Isaki Lacuesta, which won the 
Golden Shell award for best film 
at the San Sebastián Interna-

tary exploring life in a refugee 
camp in Africa, as well as migra-
tion and cultural expectations. 
The protagonist, Fatimetu, finds 
herself back in the Algerian camp 
where she was born and where 
she is now expected to stay to 
care for her siblings, but she 
longs to return to her foster fam-
ily in Spain. Sleep Tight (Spain, 
2011), will bring in the suspense 
when a Barcelona apartment 
doorman, César, picks Clara, one 
of the tenants, as the target of his 
macabre imagination. Directed 
by the co-writer and director of 
the two REC thriller films, Jaume 
Balagueró, this film is sched-
uled for two showings on Feb. 23 
and Feb. 28. Blancanieves (Spain, 
2012) by Pablo Berger will be 
shown as part of the opening 
night gala. A retelling of the fairy 
tale Snow White, but one in which 
the main character discovers her 
bullfighting abilities, it is a silent 
movie with traditional black and 
white presentation, delivered 
with a score of Spanish rhythms 
and dance. 

With a diverse set of films from 
some of the most notable direc-

Scene from the film Wilaya, playing at the New Spanish Cinema Week.
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Photo Mosaic by Autumn Huizenga

The winter market near Nat Bailey Stadium, running until April 27, is 
a great place to meet your neighbours, have a coffee and buy locally 
made food and goods. On Saturdays the market is comfortably crowd-
ed and lively, full of people excited by the various products available. 
This month is February Food Truck Fest at the market and there is only 
one weekend left to enjoy the variety of healthy hot meals on the go.

Winter Farmers Market

Ze Bite food truck, only around for one more week with its stews and sandwiches. Slavic rolls, baked on a rotisserie with a variety of fillings. 

Fresh local vegetables from Rondriso Farm.The Promised Land Farm, selling wild foraged goods.
The lively Deaf Dogs keep a swing  
in your step while you shop.

Need the skills to find a job? We can help!

Design a fantastic resume and cover letter, fine tune your interview techniques, learn 
valuable skills to succeed in the Canadian workplace, gain insight into the job market, 
access special services for skilled works – all at NO COST. The Progressive Intercultural 
Community Services (PICS) Society, Vancouver Branch, has been helping immigrants  
and newcomers to Canada for over 14 years !

Our Group Job Search Workshops are a flexible, 5 module rotating program, running 
weekly, with 16 sessions each month. This includes basic computer orientation, with 
instruction on using Word and Excel, and accessing the Internet. Workshops are held 
within a culturally diverse environment, led by qualified facilitators. 

Past and current E.I. receipients are always welcome. Knowledgeable case managers  
are available to guide you through the process of reaching your career goals.

PICS Vancouver also offers one-on-one employment assistance, paid on-the-job work 
experience through our Wage Subsidy program, and a one-stop Career Centre with 
a broad range of job hunting resources. Funding for all programs is provided by the 
Ministry of Social Development, Employment and Labour Market Services Division.

Please call 604-324-7733, go to www.pics.bc.ca, or  
visit us at 200-8161 Main Street, Vancouver, to find out  
how we can best help you.
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“We were interested in that 
[traffic jam story] because it 
was a great boomtown meta-
phor and both Beijing and Fort 
Mac share that currently. And 
it’s kind of an end product of oil,” 
Carlson says.

“That’s not to say oil is bad,” 
says Mitchell, who now resides 
in Vancouver and is the VP of 
Business Development at Advan-
tageBC, a company that encour-
ages international business in 

is to produce plays that “speak 
beyond borders.” Extraction will 
use both Mandarin and English, 
but won’t rely on subtitles.  

“I think it’s kind of interesting 
that a theatre audience with dif-
ferent first languages can come 
together and understand the 
play at the end without necessar-
ily understanding each moment,” 
says Carlson.

Last year Theatre Conspiracy 
was awarded the Rio Tinto Alcan 
Performing Arts Award.  The B.C. 
award was worth $60, 000 and 
administered by the Cultch. The 

Tim Carlson (left) and Jimmy Mitchell (right) helped bring Extraction to the Cultch.
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Don’t miss West Coast Chamber Music’s second concert of its 
20th anniversary season, Windy Exporations. Popular west coast 
musicians Michelle Anderson, Susan Round, Holly Duff and Alan 
Crane combine forces to perform Trios by Beethoven and Glinka, as 
well as Mendelssohn’s Sonata for Clarinet and Piano.

First rate performances, interesting commentary  
by the musicians, door prizes and amazing baked goods at 
intermission make for a perfect afternoon of chamber music!

Windy Explorations
by West Coast Chamber Choir

Sunday, February 24, 3:00 pm
Unitarian Church of Vancouver

949 W. 49th Ave

Tickets: $18/$14
For tickets and information, phone 604-879-9959 or  

drop in to Sikora’s Classical Records, 432 W. Hastings.

www.westcoastchambermusic.com
604-879-9959 or westcoastchambermusic@hotmail.com

by NicolE lawSoN

ancouver writer and produc-
er Tim Carlson, 49, is using 

documentary theatre to com-
pare China and Fort McMurray 
in his new play, Extraction, pre-
miering March 5 at The Cultch.

Instead of actors, people from 
China and Fort McMurray will 
share their real life stories. They 
will touch on themes ranging 
from living in a boomtown to 
Chinese and Canadian relations 
to reliance on oil.  

“When I was a kid, Alberta and 
China couldn’t have been further 
apart or have less in common,” 
says Carlson, who grew up in Al-
berta. “Three years ago was the 
first time it kind of clicked for 
me that China was bringing a lot 
of money to the oil sands.”

During research and casting 
trips to Fort McMurray and Bei-
jing, Carlson found similarities 
in the two locations. They are 
both examples of modern day 
boomtowns. 

“They are full of economic pos-
sibilities and places you go to 
make your life better,” he says. 

Carlson says both places are 
also known for their pollution, 
traffic jams and have their share 
of critics. He says the media of-
ten gives polarized commentary 
on China and the oil sands.

“I think what we can offer up in 
this documentary theatre piece 
are stories and personal ele-
ments to get beneath the surface 
of the heated debates and make 
it more human. You don’t hear 
about the people on the ground, 
and how their lives are trans-
formed by these things,” he says.

Carlson says his approach to 
this type of storytelling is influ-
enced by Berlin-based theatre 
company Rimini Protokoll, which 
uses non-actors to tell real sto-
ries in a theatrical setting – often 
with political themes.

Jimmy Mitchell, 49, is a key 
consultant to the production 
and one of the characters who 
will share his stories on stage. 
He’s known Carlson since high 
school, and lived in China for 
over 20 years as a journalist 
and Canadian diplomat. He also 
earned his Master’s degree in 
Chinese History and speaks 
Mandarin.

Mitchell says it’s important 
to use real people in the play in-

V

Theatre production brings  
intercultural work to the Cultch

For Mitchell, documentary the-
atre allows audiences to engage 
more intimately with performers.  

“They know it’s not just some 
dude who has some lines memo-
rized, but it’s a story coming from 
that person,” he notes. 

One of the plot lines in the play 
is inspired by the infamous 10-
day traffic jam in Beijing. One of 
the people in the play tells the 
story of being caught in a traffic 
jam during heavy snow in Beijing 
and everything that happened 
to her during the afternoon and 
evening trying to get home.  

stead of actors because it allows 
for a greater sense of honesty. 

“They are my stories and as long 
as I’m alive, I want to tell them. I 
don’t want some actor telling my 
stories,” says Mitchell.

B.C.  “It’s just to say let’s look at 
what’s going on.”

Extraction is put on by local 
company Theatre Conspiracy 
where Carlson is also artistic 
producer.  Part of their mandate 

them. Whether this stems from 
the constant mission of maintain-
ing their Tibetan culture or some 
other inner drive, the social fabric 
of this small diaspora community 
is overwhelmingly strong, and 
they never stop smiling.

Above all, the Tibetan Resettle-
ment Project represents an in-
credible opportunity for families 
such as Kyirong’s to be reunited 
after decades apart, for children 
like those studying in Dharm-
shala to grow up with their par-
ents, and for all the immigrants 
to have the same chance as Lama 

– to build new lives as citizens of a 
prosperous country. 

On February 23rd, a workshop 
and introduction to the Tibetan 
Resettlement Project will be held 
for those interested in helping 
with sponsorship, volunteering 
or simply wanting to learn more 
about the program. 

More information at 
www.projecttibetsociety.ca

stand for those with no voice. 
Most of all, I’ve been shaped by 
the openness of this city into 
a more tolerant person with a 
more mature understanding of 
what this word means. People 
with diverse viewpoints, some 
that are absolutely opposed to 
each other, are able to live in 
peace and coexistence and not 
clash in hostility or violence. 
We get along. That’s what toler-
ance is, being able to agree to 
disagree when your viewpoints 
clash and are opposed to each 
other, and that’s what exists in 
Vancouver. It really is beautiful.

So that’s it. In my own life, my 
time and experience with Van-
couver has been a love story, 
even from my youngest days 
and earliest memories. I don’t 
know what the future holds for 
this city and its people, but I 
honestly see bright days ahead. 
This city’s best days are ahead 
of it, I’m sure.  Vancouver, never 
stop being you.

my first few months in Toronto –  
and when I came to British Co-
lumbia, I didn’t live in the core 
of the city, but rather on the pe-
riphery. Nevertheless, I have an 
attachment to this city. I trav-
elled to Vancouver enough to 
grow to know and love the city. 
I grew up in it, in a way. Wher-
ever I travel in my life, even if I 
die fifty years from now on the 
other side of the world, a part of 
my heart will always hold Van-
couver as home. Now, how has it 
shaped me? Because of Vancou-
ver, I love cities of all sorts. I love 
diversity, variety of lifestyles, 
various perspectives and view-
points from every direction – 
whether those viewpoints are 
cultural, political or social. The 
activist heritage of this city has 
made me an individual who val-
ues the presence of an activist 
culture in this city and every 
city, someone willing to call out 
injustice and corruption and 

“Verbatim” from page 1“Tibetan Resettlement” from page 3

     They are my stories and as long as 
 I’m alive, I want to tell them. I don’t 
want some actor telling my stories.
WƛmƳȅ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ, /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘκtŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊ of Extraction

“

money helped fund the research-
ing and work shopping of the play.

The play has caught the atten-
tion of Canadian cities and other 
countries.  They have an invite to 
take the play to Fort McMurray 
in August. As well, Australia, Ice-
land and other European coun-
tries have expressed interest in 
the production.

Extraction premieres March 5 at  
The Cultch.  
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Horah is one of the most well 
known. It’s traditionally an up-
beat dance done in a circle and 
involves running, jumping and 
turning. The dancers are bare-
foot and wear either colourful 
dresses, or blue and white to 
symbolize Israel. 

In contrast, the Middle-East-
ern Yemenite and European Sep-
hardic styles involve dancers 
who wear pants instead of dress-
es, and the dance is set to a much 
heavier drumbeat. 

Simcoff believes the arts are 
important within Jewish culture 
because they unite Jewish com-
munities and are an outlet for 
expression. She also thinks it’s 
great to showcase differences 
within the community. 

“Within Judaism, music and 
song is always really special and 
important to us so I think that 
has a large impact on the culture. 
It’s not just about going on stage 
and wearing costumes; it’s tied-
in in other ways,” says Simcoff.

Israel is often referred to as a 
melting pot of different nationali-
ties and cultures, as many people 
immigrated after World War II. 

“It all blends in together to what 
we now see as Israeli culture,” 
says Simcoff.

The dance programs at the JC-
CGV are for all ages, but the ma-
jority of the people Simcoff works 
with are teens and elementary 
school students. Simcoff explains 
that since many teens do not 
attend Jewish schools, the pro-
grams are their main connection 
to the Jewish community.

“We have 35 teens within our 
two performance groups and 
most of them don’t have any oth-
er connection to the community 
besides through dance and per-
forming. They get to meet other 
people, especially teens from 
the community, whereas maybe 
they wouldn’t otherwise,” says 
Simcoff. She finds that involve-
ment in the arts is a great way for 
young people to be more aware 
of their cultural roots, in the 
company of their peers. 

Upcoming highlights include 
Haunted, a production featuring 
the winner of the 2011 Canadian 
Jewish playwriting competition, 
a performance by the acclaimed 
Kibbutz Contemporary Dance 
Company and Yemen Blues, which 
combines Yemenite-Jewish song 
and poetry and West African and 
American sounds.

Check out the Chutzpah! schedule, 
by visiting the website www.chutz-
pahfestival.com. The festival runs 
until March 3rd.

by RachaEl DuDlEy

anada is home to the fourth 
largest Jewish community in 

the world, and here in Vancou-
ver there is a strong emphasis 
on Jewish culture in modern 
and traditional arts. The Jewish 
performing arts festival Chutz-
pah! (pronounced “hutz-pah”), 
now in its 13th year, is currently 
underway in venues around 
the city. The festival showcases 
homegrown and international 
Jewish talent in theatre, music 
and dance. 

Artistic Managing Director 
of Chutzpah! for the past nine 
years, Mary-Louise Albert, be-
came involved through her own 
artistic career.

 “I was a professional dancer 
for many years so I knew about 
the festival. After I stopped 
dancing at the age of 45, I went 
to business school knowing 
I wanted to stay within the 
arts. The job came up and I got 
it!” says Albert, who is proud of 

C

Jewish dance, theatre 
and music 13 years later

what events like this do for Jew-
ish arts. 

“What it does is allow for people 
to experiment. It gives opportu-
nity for new work to be created 
and work to tour, which is very 
useful for artists,” she says. 

On B.C.’s first Family Day a 
group of young dancers celebrat-
ed Jewish and Israeli culture at 
the Community Dance Show, held 
at the Jewish Community Centre 
of Greater Vancouver (JCCGV) as  
part of Chutzpah!. 

“It’s a fairly new culture in dance 
style if you think about it. Israel 
is turning 65 this year. That’s 65 
years of building a new style, so 
there’s lots of developments that 
have come over this time,” says 
Marla Simcoff, Israeli dance coor-
dinator at the JCCGV. 

Israeli dance has a wide spec-
trum of music and styles, but the 

Marla Simcoff (far right) is part of a dance ensemble showing at Chutzpah!

 Marla Simcoff.
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by  yoNG khai hSiN

February 19–March 5, 2013

The Lunar New Year may be over, 
but people are still in a festive 
mood and love is in the air. The 
end of February is fast approach-
ing, and what better way to cel-
ebrate it than to take advantage 
of exciting upcoming events like 
the Talking Stick and Vancou-
ver Cherry Blossom festivals, or 
maybe heading back to 60s-era 
Vancouver with the VHF Film 
Night. Whether your love is for 
food, arts or culture, February’s 
got something for everyone.

* * *
The Language of Stones/  
Le Langage des Pierres
Until March 17, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.
Bloedel Conservatory,  
Queen Elizabeth Park
www.ssbc.ca

The Sculptor’s Society of Brit-
ish Columbia invites you to an 
exhibition of stone sculptures at 
the Bloedel Conservatory until 
March 17. Meet the artists at the 
opening reception on Saturday, 
February 16 from 1 p.m.–4 p.m. 
Sculptor Jean-Guy Dallaire will 
also demonstrate his sculpting 
technique on Tuesdays and Fri-
days from 1 p.m.–4 p.m. This is 
an opportunity to see how stones 
and pebbles inspire his work.

* * *
Talking Stick Festival
February 19–March 3
Various venues
www.fullcircleperformance.ca

Since its first year, in 2001, the 
Talking Stick Festival continues 
to be the talk of the town due to 
its generosity in sharing the rich 
culture of First Nations people. 
The two-week long event show-
cases the music, performance 
and storytelling of emerging 
and established Aboriginal art-
ists, inspiring all cultures to ex-
plore Aboriginal culture through  
the arts. 

Nonna’s Kitchen  
and Masquerade Ball
Friday, February 22
Italian Cultural Centre
3075 Slocan Street, Vancouver
604-430-3337
italianculturalcentre.ca

If you like Italian food, Nonna’s 
Kitchen and Masquerade Ball is 
a must. From pastas to polenta, 
the buffet-style dinner with DJ 
and dance will make you want to 
shout Viva Italia! See website for 
tickets. 

* * *
VHF Film Night: 
CBC Archival Film Program
Tuesday, February 26
Hollywood Theatre
3123, West Broadway
vancouverheritagefoundation.org

Vancouver Heritage Foundation 
presents the last installment in 
their Gritty City: Vancouver in 
the 60s f ilm series, featuring two 
films that look back at the West 
End, Chinatown and Granville 
Street. Admission by donation.

* * *
Dishing on The Drive
Wednesday, February 27
Various venues on Commercial Dr.
dishcrawl.com/thedrive

Calling all food lovers! Also 
known as a ‘food crawl’, Dish-
ing on the Drive keeps names of 
venues a secret until it’s time to 
discover four restaurants and ex-

* * *
Winterruption 2013
February 22–24
Granville Island
1689 Johnston Street, Vancouver
granvilleisland.com/winterruption

This year Winterruption cel-
ebrates Francophone flavours, 
comedy, cinema and music. Don’t 
speak French? Not to worry – 
anyone can enjoy food and wine 
tastings, stand-up comedy and 
other can’t miss performances 
over the three-day long festival. 
See website for details.

* * *

perience various ethnic cuisines –  
all on funky Commercial Drive. 
See website for tickets.

* * *
Billie’s Blues  
Dalannah Gail Bowen Concert
Sunday, February 24
Dr Sun Yat-Sen Classical  
Chinese Garden
578 Carrall Street, Vancouver
dalannahgailbowen.eventbrite.ca

In celebration of Black History 
Month, Dalannah Gail Bowen per-
forms old-school blues, jazz and 
gospel. A talented artist known 
for her incredible stage presence, 
Dalannah has a reputation for 
delivering a memorable and pas-
sionate performance. So if you 
love the blues, Billie’s Blues is the 
place to be. 

* * *
Evoking Landmarks from  
Vancouver to Shanghai
Art by Raymond Chow
March 1st–May 30
Dr Sun Yat-Sen  
Classical Chinese Garden
578 Carrall Street, Vancouver
www.vancouverchinesegarden.
com/events

Raymond Chow, a graduate of 
UBC, has made a name for himself 
as a talented artist, published 
two books of his work and been 
included in the book 150 Years of 
Toronto. This collection features 
work inspired by the disappear-
ance of historical buildings in 
Vancouver and Shanghai.

Vancouver Cherry Blossom  
Festival – World Umbrella Dance 
February 26th–April 13
Community centres in Vancouver
www.vcbf.ca

No, you don’t have to be a profes-
sional dancer to participate. Van-
couver Cherry Blossom Festival’s 
World Umbrella Dance is for ev-
eryone. Whether you were born 
to dance or you simply appreciate 
Japanese culture, the Shiamak 
Davar Dance Company will pre-
pare you with simple, beginner-
friendly choreography. So grab 
your dancing shoes for an expe-
rience you won’t forget. Tickets 
include unlimited rehearsals and 
your own umbrella! See website 
for tickets. 

* * *
The Tibetan Resettlement  
Project Canada: Hope  
and Opportunities for  
Displaced Tibetans
Saturday, February 23, 1 p.m.–4 p.m. 
Hewett Centre
949 West 49th Ave, Vancouver
vancouver.mediacoop.ca/events

Help promote awareness for dis-
placed Tibetans emigrating from 
Tibet to Canada by learning more 
about what you can do at this 
workshop. Topics: the Tibetan 
diaspora and the need for the Re-
settlement Program, Tibetan cul-
tural contexts and the reality of 
living as displaced people. Find 
out how you can make a differ-
ence. Entry is free.

 
* * *

Club Bellydance Returns!
 Friday, February 22
Orpheum Annex
823 Seymour Street, Vancouver
bellydancesuperstars.com

Belly dancing has made its way 
into the heart and soul of B.C., 
and Club Bellydance organizes 
workshops around the world to 
celebrate this popular dance cul-
ture. This performance allows 
the public to join belly dance su-
perstars, and Club Bellydance 
puts on a show you won’t want to 
miss. See website for details.

Family, a sculpture by Jean-Guy Dallaire, is currently being 
exhibited at the Bloedel Conservatory in Queen Elizabeth Park.

Drawings of Shanghai and Vancouver  
by Raymond Chow will be exhibited at 
the Dr. Sun Yat Sen Garden.

Aboriginal artists are on display at this year’s Talking Stick festival Feb. 19–Mar. 3. Club Bellydance Returns! on Friday, Feb. 22 at Orpheum Annex.

* * *
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Street Photography by Denis Bouvier

Midnight in Paris was the last 
screening at The Ridge The-
atre on Arbutus St., February 3, 
2013. And it’s midnight for the 
theatre as well since it will be 
demolished to make way for a 
new condo development. As in 
the film, nostalgia for the past 
was evident in the saddened 
film goers who loved this ven-
ue. They sang Auld Lang Syne 
after the final address of Fes-
tival Cinemas’ president Leon-
ard Schein who has operated 
the theatre for 35 of its 63 year 
history.

The Ridge was one of the 
last few surviving neighbor-
hood theatres and one of the 
most unique. In 1978, it be-
came an independent theatre 
showing classics and first run 
specialty films. It was integral 
to the Vancouver Internation-
al Film Festival which began 
in 1982. The theatre itself had 
many unique features – a scal-
loped ceiling, art deco clam-
shell frames on each side of 
the screen, an entrance with 
early modern doors above 
which was a stained glass mu-
ral of a projector in f light. It 
housed Vancouver’s first cap-
puccino machine and was the 
only theatre with a “crying 
room” – a sound proof balcony 
where parents could attend 
films with their children. For-
tunately, some of these fea-
tures will be transferred to 
other Vancouver and regional 
theatres. But basically what’s 
being lost is a cultural centre 
integral and responsive to its 
community. 

Now it’s been sold to 
Cressey Developments by the 

property owner for $15.6 mil-
lion. Leonard Schein proposed 
a multiplex theatre be incorpo-
rated into the development and 
this was considered by Cressey, 
but it seems condos are more 
profitable. 

The situation of losing our 
neighbourhood single screen 
theatres, as well as other heri-
tage cultural sites, to develop-
ment certainly isn’t unique and 
the problem is complex. There’s 
the high property values in the 
city which entice developers –  
with single screen theatres 
such as The Ridge, taxes on the 
property sometimes exceed 
the rent owners receive – city 
zoning and by laws can cre-
ate insurmountable obstacles, 
especially financial. Particu-
larly costly for old theatres is 
upgrading from 35 mm film to 
digital technology.

The city of Vancouver is 
aware of all these problems 
and is beginning to develop 
strategies to remedy the situa-
tion. What many people feel is 
needed are pro-active planning 
initiatives rather than the city 
reacting after the fact. It’s been 
proposed to set aside city land 
for theatres and other cultural 
venues. Real dialogue and true 
participation by community 
groups with the city and devel-
opers is crucial to maintaining 
neighbouhood cultural heri-
tage. Otherwise, the only type 
of cultural identity we will have 
left will be something akin to 
the Ridge Theatre sign which 
will be saved to name the new 
Cressey development.

Don Richardson

Midnight in Paris




