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have been living in British 
Columbia for about fifty 

years. Did I end up here by 
chance or by fate?

My life in Quebec was most 
ordinary: I taught in small 
towns and then in Montreal. 
In 1958, a colleague of mine 
had a 2-month vacation, just 
as I did. She wanted to pay a 
visit to her sister who lived 
on Vancouver Island and 
was looking for a friend to go  
with her. 

We travelled with La Liai-
son française which organized 
a one-way trip with a first 
group, a trip back with an-
other and a stay on the island 
in between. I had never really 
taken the train before, except 
for an hour’s travel here and 
there. It turned out to be a 
fantastic journey, a wonder-
ful adventure from beginning 
to end and we received a very 
warm welcome on the island.

Four years later, I returned 
with my husband to visit the 
same charming places and 
the following year, on July 1, 
1963, we packed our things in 
a van and started the big move 
to Vancouver Island. Just a 
little detail: I married my best 
friend’s brother, which meant 
that we were joining a part of 
our family already living in 
Campbell River. My husband 
Raymond didn’t have any spe-
cific job but coming from the 
countryside, he is quite the 
handyman and adapts easily. 
Back then, work was easy to 
find and at the beginning of 
September, he began a job at a 
sawmill where he worked un-
til he retired 25 years later.

The following spring, at the 
end of April, we went back 
to Quebec to pick up the last 
of our possessions. The year 
before, when we left, we had 
told our parents a white lie –  
that we were only leaving 
for one year. This might have 
also been a way for us to dis-
miss our own doubts about 
the move. We left behind the 

I

he Francophone commu-
nity of British Columbia is 

often lost as an “invisible” mi-
nority amongst the diversity of 
the province, but its rich roots 
continue to grow a vibrant com-
munity. 

The number of Francophones 
in the city surprised Camille 
Preville, who moved to Van-
couver from Tour, France three 
years ago. 

T
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that six or more French-Cana-
dians accompanied him. Simon 
Fraser, another pioneering An-
glophone explorer and settler, 
was accompanied by more than 
20 French-Canadians for his 
westward journey to B.C. in the 
early 1800s. 

“Francophones were here from 
almost day one,” says Réal Roy, 
president of the Francophone 
Federation of British Columbia. 
This strong presence of French-
Canadians continued until the 
gold rush of the 19th century 
when a large influx of other set-

tlers forced Francophones into 
the minority. 

The arrival of families from 
Québec in 1909 helped establish 
Francophone communities, such 
as Maillardville, a neighbourhood 
in Coquitlam; the B.C. provincial 
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Francophone community continues to grow in B.C.

We tend to forget 
in B.C. that there is 
a strong history of 
French.
Réal Roy, president of the 
Francophone Federation 
of British Columbia

“
“On the west coast [of Canada] 

is Vancouver, it’s more attrac-
tive, and I think it’s more famous, 
and the Rocky Mountains and 
Vancouver Island [are near by],” 
she says. 

The community is growing ev-
ery year, in part thanks to the fa-
cility of obtaining work visas for 
French citizens, but the sense of 
adventure embedded in the rug-
ged west coast plays a factor, too. 

That same sense of adventure 
is likely what captivated Fran-
cophone explorers to play a 
major part in the settlement of 
B.C., a history often forgotten or 
poorly understood. While many 
know Alexander Mackenzie as 
the pioneering explorer who 
famously marked the rock in 
Bella Coola in 1793, fewer know 
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ell, well. It seems that Marc 
Garneau has read my last 

column concerning the giant 
splash Justin Trudeau is making 
in the Liberal Party of Canada’s 
leadership race. The retired as-
tronaut has thrown in the towel, 
so convinced is he of the inevita-
ble outcome of the race. I am jok-
ing, of course. The reason for his 
decision is much simpler: Gar-
neau has proved astute enough 
not to hang onto pipe dreams. 

Garneau has, so he says, 
surveyed thousands of party 
members and supporters and 
decided the message could not 
be clearer. Trudeau’s edge is 
so solid that nothing will stop 
him from becoming leader next 
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My Turn

is old news now – Garneau has 
turned the corner and Trudeau is 
his man from now on. He will be 
a “loyal soldier” as he hinted dur-
ing his farewell speech. 

For Trudeau, this support – al-
though unnecessary to the quest 
for the party leadership – brings 
him a man of great intellectual 
capacity who hasn’t been shy of 
proposing public policies dur-
ing the leadership race. Once 
the campaign is over and Justin 
Trudeau is at the reins of the Lib-
eral Party, Garneau should play 
an important role in the party’s 
team and be of benefit to the new 
leader. 

The final vote now seems noth-
ing more than a mere formality. 

W

Marc Garneau confirms the 
inevitable in Liberal leadership race

question periods. Personally, I 
can’t wait to see the dynamics 
between these two. 

We should nevertheless have 
some sympathy for Trudeau, 
who will be saddled with all 
these responsibilities. He is a 
man with small children who 
will have to spend much time 
away from his family, which isn’t 
easy when there are young ones 
at home. But these are the sacri-
fices Trudeau will have to make. 
His party needs to be renewed 
and he will be the prime archi-
tect of that renewal. To achieve 
his goals, he will have to engage 
relentlessly with his party mem-
bers and all Canadians. 

We will know in less than two 
years, when the next general 
election takes place, if his efforts 
have paid off. First, he must win 
the leadership race – a mere for-
mality, as it stands. 

Translation Monique Kroeger 

Visit the Source online
www.thelasource.com
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April. One wonders how the other 
remaining candidates will justify 
staying in the race. I imagine that 
Garneau is not the only one want-
ing to avoid humiliation by with-
drawing before the vote. 

Yet, Garneau’s announcement 
is still a bit surprising. He is the 
candidate who has uttered the 

But once set up in the party lead-
er’s chair, the harshness of reality 
will come down on the new leader. 
For Trudeau, the leadership race 
will perhaps have been the easi-
est step. With the leader’s title 
come serious responsibilities. He 
will have to, among other things, 
unify his caucus, oversee the de-

Garneau should play an important 
role in the party’s team and be of 
benefit to the new leader. “

most cutting remarks towards 
the favourite. He has played the 
experience and maturity cards 
against Trudeau and intimated 
that the Papineau MP has more 
style than substance. But all this 

velopment of a plan to present to 
the Canadian public, criss-cross 
the country in order to help the 
party raise much-needed funds 
and, of course, ward off oppo-
nents’ attacks. These attacks will 
be coming in the near future.

It will be interesting to see 
how Trudeau handles himself 
before Prime Minister Harper in 
the House of Commons. Harper 
has many years of parliamenta-
ry experience and rarely seems 
rattled at the close of the ritual 

Marc Garneau, retired astronaut and current MP for Westmount–Ville-Marie,  
has withdrawn from the Liberal leadership race.
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nity has with the Church as a vi-
cious circle. She hesitates to tell 
people in her community of her 
faith because of the judgment she 
might face. 

“Because that’s what they got 
from Christianity, is punishment 
and judgment, so they go around 
and that’s what they do to Chris-
tians,” she says.

 But everybody carries guilt, 
says Sister Merry. And part of 
the Sisters’ mission is to let ev-
erybody know, not just the LGBT 
community, that everyone is 
beautiful. Sister Merry suggests 
that if you find yourself feeling 
guilty, the first thing to do is to 
recognize it and choose a differ-
ent action. 

Luehrmann suggests that the 
things people feel guilty about 
may change depending on the 
place and time. She explains that 
there was less stigma and guilt 
attached to issues such as abor-
tion in Soviet Russia, but atti-
tudes are changing. 

Guilt comes from feeling bad 
about yourself, says Sister Pe-
tunia.  So instead of feeling bad 
about yourself, she suggests 
reconciliation and acceptance of 
yourself.  Her personal mantra is, 

“Although I feel guilty about this, 
I completely and totally accept 
myself.”

To those who carry guilt, Sister 
Mary says, “Lay down your guilt 
and shame, and pick up joy.”

by PhoEBE Yu 

here are many roads to de-
liverance from guilt. For 

some, a trip to the confessional 
is standard this Lenten season; 
but for others, absolution is a 
long-term process that involves 
a conscious decision to trans-
form one’s mindset.  Sister Petu-
nia Encarnata, a self-professed 
recovering Roman Catholic, pre-
fers the second method.  She is 
part of the worldwide ‘congrega-
tion’ of queer ‘nuns,’ The Sisters 
of Perpetual Indulgence, whose 
mission is to promote universal 
joy, forgive stigmatic guilt and 
serve the community.

Sister Petunia is the Lady of 
Counsel and Mistress of Novices at 
the Vancouver Chapter of the Sis-
ters of Perpetual Indulgence.  Her 
job is to offer wisdom and counsel 
in conducting their mission and 
work in the community.  Most of 
the sisters, like Sister Petunia, 
prefer to be called by their chosen 
ordained names.  “I’m a commit-
ted gay nun,” she declares.

The sisterhood is not reli-
giously affiliated, but the reli-
gious archetype of their group 
was borne out of respect for 
women’s work in the Church and 
the community. Around 1976 in 
Iowa, a few retired Catholic nuns 
participated in a production of 
The Sound of Music. Four years 
later, the sisterhood was born.

T
Although the Sisters’ work in-

cludes community service and 
spreading joy, they also tend to 
the guilt many people feel, which 
stems from religious or societal 
norms and expectations. 

“Most oppressive guilt is dam-
aging guilt,” says Sister Petu-
nia.  “It comes from [dogma], and 
they’re based in punishment and 
judgment.” 

Sister Petunia suggests that the 
concept of original sin is a way for 
the church in general, not just the 
Catholic Church, to control people. 
Part of the reason she left the 
Catholic Church is because they 
view different sexual orientations 
as sinful.  She has since become 
Anglican, which she says is more 
accepting of diversity.

However Sister Merry Q. Con-
trary, the Reverend Mother of 
the Sisters, believes that guilt is 
a human emotion that everyone  
experiences differently. Sister 
Merry was almost ordained by 
the United Church of Canada, but 
currently focuses on spirituality 
instead of religion.

“I don’t think there’s one ex-
perience of guilt,” Sister Merry 
says.  She suggests that for some 
people, religion is the primary 
driver of guilt, while others find 
that it comes from a combination 
of family, religion or employment. 

“I think there’s definitely an im-
portant cultural component to 
the things that we feel guilt about,” 

says Sonja Luehrmann, assistant 
professor of Anthropology at Si-
mon Fraser University. 

With regards to the guilt ex-
perienced by the LGBT commu-
nity, Sister Merry recounts that 
in the 1970s, the common public 
discourse was that being gay, les-

Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence preach joy, not guilt

bian, bisexual or transgendered 
was shameful.

“Many of us internalized that 
external judgment which result-
ed in feelings of guilt and shame,” 
she says.

Sister Petunia describes the 
relationship the LGBT commu-

green and flowery West and ar-
rived in the East, with its grey 
landscapes and naked trees. 
We had already forgotten how 
in Montreal people were con-
stantly rushing around and con-
cerned about trendy clothes; it 
was as if we were coming back 
from a 10 month stay in a relax-
ing cabin. From that moment 
on, we knew for sure we had 
made the right choice. We go 
back east every three years or 
so on vacation, to visit our re-
spective families and show our 

immersed in English. We had 
to wait fifteen years to see the 
French association come into 
being. That’s when I noticed 
that my own French had really 
dropped. Since then, I have been 
heavily involved and taken part 
not only in the association, but 
also in the French curriculum 
program’s implementation. My 
children were able to study in 
French in elementary school 
and today the program extends 
to high school as well. We have 
more than one French televi-
sion channel and a well-stocked 

“Verbatim” from page 1

Join the Source

Email your resume to info@thelasource.com

The Source is always looking for volunteer 
journalists, photographers and illustrators.

April 7, 2013 at 10:30 am
5th Avenue Cinemas

More information at www.vjff.org

Sister Merry Q. Contrary, Reverend Mother of the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence.
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children where we come from, 
but we never think about going 
back for good.

Even so, one drawback re-
mains: the language. We speak 
French among ourselves, but 
most of the time we have to 
speak English. Television, radio, 
newspapers, etc.: we’re totally 

library at the French centre. 
Thanks to the Campbell River 
Francophone Association, we 
meet a lot of new friends and 
live almost totally in French, 
in harmony with an English-
speaking population. 

Translation Anne-Sophie Loks 

Campbell River, B.C., adopted home of Pauline Bélanger.
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or all the ink spilled in the 
past couple of weeks about 

the death of Venezuelan Presi-
dent Hugo Chávez, there has been 
remarkably little written in the 
North American media about his 
actual policies. The focus has all 
been on his personality, charis-
ma and the common but totally 
spurious allegation that he was 
some kind of ‘dictator.’

F And that brings me back to 
British Columbia. Here social 
democrats look poised to regain 
power without much trouble at 
all, thanks to the implosion of 
Christy Clark’s discredited gov-
ernment. But Adrian Dix and the 
NDP have gone to great lengths 
to keep expectations limited, 
signalling only modest changes. 
There is no indication of major 

No sign of a “Chávez of 
the North” in B.C. just yet

DERRiCk o'kEEFE

Left Bank

Late Venezuelan President Hugo Chávez.

This is a shame. Not just because 
it’s unfair to Venezuelans who 
elected and re-elected Chávez 
time and time again in free and 
fair elections with decisive major-
ities, but also because we miss out 
on some important lessons that 
could inform discussions of policy 
and politics here in B.C.

Venezuela under Chávez put 
the lie to the idea that “there is 
no alternative,” to the modern 
neoliberal economic system, a 
view popularized by right-wing 
ideologues and used to stifle 
all serious talk of policies that 
redistribute wealth or change 
relations of property and power 
in society. Poverty and extreme 
poverty were drastically reduced 
by massive new social programs, 
including everything from new 
health clinics in poor neighbour-
hoods to free education that led 
to a steep increase in literacy and 
post-secondary participation 
to construction of desperately 
needed new social housing.

These changes were not lim-
ited just to Venezuela. Over the 14 
years that Chávez was in power, 
the entire region shifted po-
litically, with socialist or at least 
social democratic governments 
sweeping into power in country 
after country. The reaction to 
Chávez’s death gave a sense of his 
Latin America wide impact – doz-
ens of heads of government came 
to pay their last respects. 

Argentina’s President Cristina 
Fernandez de Kirchner, who leads 
a centre-left government, was 
strident in her memorializing. 

“Men like Chávez never die,” she 
wrote. “They live and will live 
on in every Venezuelan man and 
woman who is no longer invisible 
and has become a protagonist. 
This man opened their minds. 
Now, nobody can close their 
minds, ever.”

Regardless of what one thought 
of Chávez as an individual politi-
cal leader, it’s impossible to deny 
his historical impact. He will long 
be remembered as one symbol of 
a decade where the left regained 
confidence and assertiveness, at 
least in one region of the world. 

new spending on social programs, 
and talk of increasing taxes on 
corporations has been limited to 
rolling them back to 2008 levels.

Dix himself has said that past 
NDP governments have tried to 
do too much, too fast. So it is that 
even the party’s election slogan –  

“change for the better, one prac-
tical step at a time” – seems de-
signed to ward off any potential 
right-wing allegations of radical 
intent.

Perhaps the North American 
media’s skewed portrayal of 
Chávez, and their near silence on 
Latin America’s left turn, helps 
explain the NDP’s reluctance to 
propose many substantive mea-
sures for reducing the gaping 
inequality that has widened un-
der the B.C. Liberals. In the main-
stream media, anything that 
smacks of socialism, no matter 
how democratic, is still treated 
with contempt.

Back in the 1970s B.C. NDP Pre-
mier Barrett was labelled the 

“Allende of the North” by a U.S. fi-
nancial magazine, in reference to 
the then democratically elected 
marxist president of Chile, Salva-
dor Allende, who would later die 
along with thousands of others 
in a U.S.-backed coup.

Barrett’s response, which I’ve 
heard him explain in a couple 
of speeches to party faithful 
over the years, was direct. At a 
press conference, he held up the 
magazine and said something to 
the effect of ‘this is the proudest 
day of my life.’ In other words, 
Barrett didn’t have any time 
for smears-by-association with 
democratically elected leftist 
leaders.

Today’s NDP is a different beast, 
operating in a political climate 
battered by decades of neoliber-
alism. Nevertheless, I’m hopeful 
that many of those voting and 
supporting the NDP will look 
south and be willing to take ideas 
and inspiration from a continent 
that has pioneered anti-neoliber-
al thinking and practice.

There is an alternative. We just 
need to find the political courage 
to fight for it. 
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Vancouver soccer league 
aims to kick out homophobia

n March 4, You Can Play cel-
ebrated the first anniver-

sary of its campaign to promote 
equality and respect for all ath-
letes regardless of sexual ori-
entation. The organization has 
been at the forefront of the fight 
to eliminate homophobia from 
the culture of sports in North 
America.

In Vancouver, a local soccer 
organization, Out for Kicks, has 
been promoting similar values 
by creating a friendly, welcoming 
atmosphere for gay players and 
their gay-friendly teammates. 

Peter Andrachuk, president 
of Out for Kicks, stresses that 
the organization is not just a 
soccer league, but also a social 
service organization supporting 
the LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisex-
ual, Transgender) community 
through soccer.

“We give people a healthy, ac-
tive social outlet where they can 
feel accepted regardless of who 
they are and how they identify 
themselves,” says Andrachuk. 

“They can be themselves and 
have fun and have their sexual-
ity not be an issue.”

A primary problem targeted 
by the You Can Play campaign 

– casual homophobia and inad-
vertently offensive language in 

O

Each team is composed of play-
ers with a wide range of skill lev-
els, ensuring not only a competi-
tive balance, but also a greater 
focus on social support and 
community involvement than 
on competition. For those who 

by sam shoai

BACH MASS IN B MINOR 
Ultimate Baroque

8 pm Friday, March 29, 2013 
Orpheum Theatre 

601 Smithe Street (at Seymour Street)

Shannon Mercer, soprano – Allyson McHardy, alto 
Lawrence Wiliford, tenor – Brett Polegato, bass 

 Vancouver Chamber Choir – Pacifica Singers 
Vancouver Chamber Orchestra – Jon Washburn, conductor

This year’s traditional Good Friday performance features Johann 
Sebastian Bach’s towering choral masterpiece, the Mass in B 
minor, BWV 232.

One of the great monuments of all music, this Mass plumbs the 
depths of musical and spiritual experience for performers and 
audience alike. Conductor Jon Washburn leads the outstanding 
soloists, choirs and orchestra to present this musical highlight of 
the season.

Tickets to BACH MASS IN B MINOR are $19.50–$47.50, available 
at Ticketmaster. Student rush tickets are available for $10 when 
doors open one hour before the concert. Visit Ticketmaster.ca to 
purchase online or phone 1-855-985-ARTS (2787).

The Vancouver Chamber Choir acknowledges the generous assistance of the 
Canada Council for the Arts, the City of Vancouver, the British Columbia Arts 
Council, the Province of British Columbia, The Vancouver Sun, and London Drugs.

An Out for Kicks team after a game at Andy Livingstone Park.

locker rooms – is one of the main 
reasons for the existence of the 
Out for Kicks league.

“A lot of gay people, especially 
men, don’t feel comfortable in 
mainstream sports leagues,” 
says Andrachuk. “There’s locker 
room banter where people are 

We give people a healthy, active 
social outlet where they can feel 
accepted regardless of who they are 
and how they identify themselves.
Peter Andrachuk, president of Out for Kicks

“
using terms like fag and homo 
in joking ways, but it can leave 
people who participate feeling 
they wouldn’t be accepted if their 
teammates knew who they really 
were. So a lot of gay men grow up 
playing sports and loving sports, 
and then they come to terms with 
who they are and they have a re-
ally hard time marrying the two. 
They can either be the sports guy 
or the gay guy, but they feel they 
can never be both together.”

Out for Kicks is not exclusively 
for LGBT players, and neither the 
organizers nor the participants 
try to make sexual orientation 
the main issue or focus of the 
league.

“The whole purpose is to cre-
ate a fun, welcoming space where 
whatever your degree of comfort 
and however you want to iden-
tify or not identify yourself is 
ok. It’s not the kind of the league 
where there’s the gay people, the 
straight people, and the trans-
gender people and people are 
identifying you that way. It’s not 
ever pushed or questioned,” says 
Andrachuk

Out for Kicks also has an ac-
tive social component, hosting 
fundraising community events, 
including BBQs and dances, with 
the proceeds going to a local 
charity. This year, the funds 
raised by events will be donated 
to YouthCO, an organization that 
aims to reduce the impact of HIV 
and Hepatitis C on youth in B.C. 
through peer support and educa-
tion. 

What started with friends 
kicking a ball around over 20 
years ago has grown into a league 
with more than 200 players of all 

ages, cultural backgrounds, skill 
levels and sexual orientations. 
The eight teams play each other 
at Andy Livingstone Park from 
April to September. They also 
host and attend regional tourna-
ments with players from sister 
leagues in Seattle and Portland. 

Peter Andrachuck,  
president of Out for Kicks.

Out for Kicks players get energized.

crave more competitition, Out 
for Kicks does provide outlets 
for players by sending teams to 
international tournaments such 
as the Gay Games and the World 
Outgames.

Out for Kicks will be having its 
registration session for the 2013 
season on Saturday, March 23rd 
from 5 pm–8 pm at Junction Pub  
in downtown Vancouver.

www.outforkicks.ca
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by RaChaEl DuDlEY

round this time of year, 
thousands of 18 to 30-year-

olds around the world apply to 
take part in International Expe-
rience Canada (IEC), a one or two 
year working holiday program. 
For good reason, Vancouver is 
one of the most popular desti-
nations for participants who 
choose to come to Canada. 

A

International youth choose Vancouver for work and play

 Each country is allocated 
a different number of spaces 
in the program, depending on 
the size of the population and 
the reciprocal agreement each 
country has with Canada. As 
Plummer explains, there are 
benefits to the program both for 
the program participants and 
for the Canadian economy – par-
ticipants gain valuable interna-
tional work and travel experi-
ence, while filling jobs that are 
sometimes neglected by Cana-
dian workers.

lot, so [they] fill a gap there,” says 
Plummer.

Plummer has witnessed nu-
merous changes during the years 
she has been involved with SWAP 
and has seen Canada welcome 
increasing numbers of working 
holiday applicants. Less than five 
years ago, there were 2,500 spac-
es in the program for citizens of 
the U.K. and Ireland and these 
openings barely got filled. Today, 
all of the spots fill up quickly. 
People now come for longer pe-
riods of time as well. In 2011, ap-

plicants were given the option of 
applying for a second consecu-
tive year. 

“People used to come over for 
the summer, have their fun, then 
return home. Jobs that were 
mostly sought out were retail, re-
sorts and hospitality. Now people 
are thinking more long-term and 
travel has become more popular. 
Travel is cheaper and Canada is 
now better known around the 
world,” says Plummer.

This year, the application has 
gone online, making the process 
more convenient. To simplify 
things, applications are now sent 
directly to Citizenship and Im-
migration Canada, unlike in the 
past when they had to be made 
through a third party such as 
the British Universities North 
America Club in the U.K. or the In-
ternational Exchange Program in 
Australia and New Zealand. 

Oliver Raynor, a 29-year-old 
from Leicestershire, England, 
agrees that the application pro-
cess and his experiences in Cana-
da have been smooth and positive.

“The application process took 
around a couple of months from 
downloading it to getting ap-
proved. After settling in I got a 
decent job working in TV and had 
constant work from there on in. 
I think my accent worked won-
ders- it helped keep me in work!” 
he says. 

Raynor bought an apartment 
downtown and immersed him-
self in the Vancouver way of life. 
He returned to the U.K. at the end 
of last year after two years of liv-
ing in the city.

Many participants in the pro-
gram are surprised to find vi-

brant communities of their fellow 
countrymen in the city, though 
connecting to these communities 
can take time.

“I thought I was the only Swed-
ish person here because I hadn’t 
met any others in the three years 
I had been here!” says Segerha-
gen, who remains in Vancouver 
working as a receptionist at a 
financial firm. “But recently I 
found a group called ‘Swedes In 
Vancouver’ and I went along to 
one of their evenings and met 15 
other Swedes!” 

As the popularity of the IEC pro-
gram continues to grow, Segerha-
gen may find many more Swedes –  
and Germans, Aussies, Kiwis, 
Brits and others – making Van-
couver their temporary home. 

For more information about the iEC 
program, visit www.international.
gc.ca/experience

Participants in the IEC program enjoy the B.C. winter.

Oliver Raynor.
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Ida Segerhagen, from Trelle-
bord, Sweden, came to Vancou-
ver as a part of the IEC program 
three years ago and was thrilled 
with her experience.

“After a year on the working 
holiday I learnt so much, working 
in a country and learning how to 
talk to people in business,” says 
Segerhagen. “Anyone wanting to 
learn another language should 
go and work in a different coun-
try. Now my cousin is coming in 
the summer to do the same thing 
I did!”

The IEC program is particu-
larly popular among Europeans 
and Australians. Participants 
of the program do a variety of 
things when they are here, ac-
cording to Gillian Plummer, in-
bound coordinator for SWAP., 
an organization that special-
izes in providing information 
and assistance to people who 
land in Vancouver for a working 
holiday.

“Australians here are mostly 
backpackers so they are more 
about the holiday side. A lot of 
them tend to province jump so 
they will spend six months in 
Banff, then they will go to On-
tario, then to B.C. They jump with 
the resorts as well. Canadians 
don’t tend to work in the resorts 
so the government sees it as la-
bour filling. Similarly, the Irish 
tend to work in construction a 
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by saRa whittakER

uberculosis, or TB, as it is 
commonly called, killed 1.4 

million people in 2011, accord-
ing to the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO). Awareness, 
vaccines and treatment are 
needed to eradicate this pre-
ventable and curable disease. 
For that reason, Stop TB Day 
is observed worldwide every 
year on March 23.

TB is a bacterial disease 
that usually attacks the lungs, 
but that can also infect the 

T

Stop Tuberculosis Day
system are at a higher risk of 
contracting the disease.

In 1882, German physician, 
scientist and Nobel Prize win-
ner Robert Koch discovered 
Mycobacterium tuberculosis 
was the cause of TB. Today, 
more than a century later, the 
diagnosis and treatment of TB 
is still a challenge for physi-
cians and scientists because 
there are different forms of 
the disease, some of which 
have become resistant to two 
or more of the anti-TB drugs.

Multi-drug resistant TB (MDR 

TB can infect anyone, as well as 
animals like cattle, birds and fish.“

Issues and Ideas

Tuberculosis Facts

tB is the second greatest worldwide 
killer due to a single infectious 
agent, second only to hiV/aiDs.

tB is a leading killer of people  
living with hiV, causing one  
quarter of all deaths.

In virtually all countries surveyed, 
they have found multi-drug  
resistant tB types.

95 percent of all tB-related deaths 
occur in developing countries.

20 percent of the world’s tB cases 
can be linked to tobacco smoking.

brain, kidneys and skeleton. It 
was also known as the “white 
plague” and “consumption” be-
cause it causes drastic weight 
loss and makes a person look as 
if they are wasting away or  be-
ing consumed. Evidence found 
in Egyptian mummies supports 
the notion that this disease has 
been around for at least 4,000 
years. 

TB can infect anyone, as well 
as animals like cattle, birds and 
fish. Among humans, it usu-
ally affects young adults, and  
is very difficult to diagnose in 
children. For the first several 
months of being infected, mild 
symptoms like coughing, fever, 
night sweats and weight loss 
may delay seeking medical care 
and increase the chances of in-
fecting others in close contact. 
Advanced symptoms include 
chest pain, coughing blood and 
drastic weight loss.

According to the WHO, one 
third of the world’s population 
has latent TB, meaning they 
are infected with the TB  bac-
teria but are not contagious 
and have no symptoms. With 
no treatment 10 per cent of 
these people will develop the 
disease during their lifetime. 
Those with a weak immune 

TB) is a strain that does not re-
spond to the combination of 
isoniazid and rifampin, the two 
drugs called first-line treat-
ment, and used to treat every-
one infected. Extensively drug 
resistant TB (XDR TB) is a rare 
type of multi-drug resistance 
that does not respond to the 
combination of the first-line 
treatments, or fluoroquinolone 
and at least one of three inject-
able second-line drugs (i.e., 
amikacin, kanamycin, or capre-
omycin). 

TB’s resistance to antibacte-
rial drugs is the result of taking 
the wrong drugs, using poor 
quality ones, taking the wrong 
dosage, taking the treatment 
for the wrong length of time 
or any combination of these  
factors. 

Getting the Bacille Calmette-
Guérin (BCG) vaccine, avoid-
ing poorly ventilated crowded 
places and visiting the doctor 
if you suspect you have been in 
contact with someone who has 
the disease are some of the rec-
ommended preventions.

For more information consult your 
health provider or visit these sites:
www.cdc.gov/tb/publications/
factsheets/drtb/mdrtb.htm
www.who.int/mediacentre/
factsheets/fs104/en/
www.whathealth.com/
organizations/s/ 
stoptbpartnership-int.html

Tuberculosis is an infection of the lungs.

Tuberculosis is caused by the bacteria 
Mycobacterium tuberculosis.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 S
an

of
i P

as
te

ur
, F

lic
kr

Ph
ot

o 
by

 S
an

dr
a 

Be
rm

ud
ez

, F
lic

kr



8 The Source Vol 13 No 18 | March 19–April 9, 2013

by nataliE munDY

his year marks the 23rd An-
nual Persian Fire Festival 

in Vancouver. With popularity 
growing rapidly in recent years, 
organizers are expecting more 
participants than ever to turn up 
and take part in the traditions. 

Davood Ghavami, president of 
the Iranian-Canadian Congress 
of Canada, says the festival is the 
first of many events which make 
up Persian New Year celebra-
tions. The tradition is rich in 
history, dating back thousands 
of years, and is connected more 
with nature than with religion 
or regime. It gives participants a 
chance to put everything in the 
past and start new relationships 
and friendships, he adds.

“People are celebrating the 
first day of spring when nature 
becomes young again,” says 
Ghavami. 

T

Vancouver jumps  
into Persian New Year

“Iranians believe fire is the 
source of energy and a source of 
light that can purify and burn all 
the evils in their minds and lives,” 
he says. “The ritual is making a 
small bonfire and jumping over it 
wishing for health and wealth for 
the New Year.” 

 This chance to purge and puri-
fy is significant to Ata Tehranchi, 
a 24-year-old Iranian who has 
been living in Vancouver for just 
over two years. He says the activ-
ity is a reminder to focus on life’s 
path and pay attention to the 
values and morals in human soci-
ety. And no matter what his work 
schedule, Tehranchi asks for the 
day off to go to the festival with 
his friends and younger sister. 

“My family and I have always 
participated in this traditional 
celebration whether we were in 
Iran or abroad,” he says.

Despite the responsibilities in-
volved in organizing the event, Gha-
vami also makes time to take part 
and says he spends fifteen to thirty 
minutes jumping over the fire.

When it comes to safety, Teh-
ranchi says the celebration has 
changed in Iran since the times 
when weak explosives were used. 
They are very careful at the Van-
couver event, Ghavami adds. Nei-
ther Ghavami nor Tehranchi have 
heard of any accidents. 

“People line up and go one by 
one. The fire department and am-
bulance are always on site,” says 
Ghavami. 

The only issue Ghavami has at 
the event is the lineup for the food. 
He says there is a great selection 
of concession stands providing 
Persian food, ice cream and coffee, 
and they’re always busy. 

Both Ghavami and Tehranchi 
encourage everyone to partici-
pate, no matter what their cultural 
background. Tehranchi says this 
is a chance for non-Iranians to see 
the hidden aspects of Iran not eas-
ily found in the media. He guaran-
tees it’s an interesting event and is 
proud of his culture’s hospitality. 

Ghavami agrees and is happy 
to continue this Persian festival 
in Vancouver. 

“It’s a wonderful tradition,” he 
says.

The Fire Festival starts at 4 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 19 at Ambleside 
Park in West Vancouver. For more 
information, visit www.iccofbc.com. 
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Davood Ghavami, president of the 
Iranian-Canadian Congress of Canada 

Ghavami was born in Iran 
and came to Vancouver with his 
brother in 1990. At that time, the 
Persian community held a number 
of smaller New Year celebrations 
across the Greater Vancouver area. 
He worked hard to unite the at-
tendees and join them in one large 
celebration. Eventually he com-
bined the groups and the event be-
came better organized and grew 
significantly in popularity. 

“Based on news I’ve collected for 
the past 20 years, it looks like Van-
couver has one of the biggest cel-
ebrations outside of Iran,” he says.

The festival is full of dancing, 
singing and a fire jumping ritu-
al that takes place on the eve of 
the last Wednesday of the Per-
sian year. 

People celebrate Persian New Year by participating in a fire-jumping ritual.
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Focus on Local Artist

by CoRaliE tRiPiER

rt and activism are often 
interrelated. Más Move-

ment, a Vancouver dance school, 
promotes personal growth and 
social change locally and inter-
nationally through Latin dance, 
one step at a time.

Through affordable classes, 
events and their dance troupe, 
Más Movement Manifestación, 
the instructors of Más Move-
ment, Michael Gabriel Rosen and 
Maria Lorenzi, have created an 
open dancing space where they 
promote inclusiveness and con-
nection among Vancouverites, 
while advocating for a more just 
and sustainable world.

Word of this new project 
spread quickly. Más Movement 
welcomes students from many 
cultures, age groups and socio-
economic statuses. And they 
all gather around one common 
goal: change. 

Inclusiveness and connection 
through diversity
Diversity is ubiquitous in Más 
Movement. Rosen, the founder, 
describes himself as a “Pol-
ish, Turkish, Spanish, Austrian, 
American, Kiwi, white Jew born 
and raised in Vancouver,” who 
fell in love with salsa while trav-
eling through Cuba in 2000.

“I’m a white non-Cuban guy 
who has made most of his living 
teaching Cuban style salsa for 
the last five years. This is a form 
of cultural appropriation... and 

A

Changing the world one dance step at a time

subsidies available and don’t 
turn people away for lack of 
funds,” he explains.

“People come here and interact 
with other people they may not 
have met otherwise… You see 
friendships and connections be-
ing made. It’s a whole commu-
nity,” says Lorenzi, a biostatisti-
cian by day and an experienced 
salsa instructor by night.

tres to promote youth empow-
erment before creating Más 
Movement.

The dance troupe Más Move-
ment Manifestación has partici-
pated in numerous rallies fight-
ing for environmental and social 
issues through what they call 

‘SalsActivism’.
In 2009, they joined a march-

ing crowd of 5,000 on the Cam-
bie bridge and had a giant rueda 
(group circle) to demand carbon 
reduction before the Copenha-
gen Climate Conference.

“Ultimately, I want it to be a 
source of inspiration and trans-
formation for people and for so-
ciety,” Rosen explains. “I want it 
to actively contribute to a more 
just and sustainable world where 
people are more connected to 
each other,” he adds.

But change can happen through 
small steps too, in the classroom 
itself, where Rosen and Lorenzi 
are open about their views on 
social issues such as racism and 
sexism.

Partner dances are a great tool 
to redefine gender roles, accord-
ing to Lorenzi. 

“Typically, in any partner dance, 
the man leads and the woman fol-
lows. But we like to make it more 
open: anyone can take on what-
ever role they want, and we use 
language like ‘leads’ and ‘follows’ 
instead of ‘men’ and ‘women’,” 
Lorenzi explains.

Más Movement also strives 
to remove cultural barriers, a 
big responsibility in a multicul-
tural hub like Vancouver. Ros-
en sees himself as a “cultural 
translator” who introduces his 
students to a new world where 
people become interested in 

language and culture and want 
to travel and learn.

“Dance can help build bridges...
Through dance, we can ‘fast-
track’ through cultural barriers,” 
he adds. 

The dance school has established 
itself as a tool for personal and so-
cial transformation in Vancouver 
and continues to expand. When 
asked about the success of his ini-
tiative, Rosen remains humble. 

“Más Movement has definitely 
exceeded my initial expecta-
tions, but not my hopes. I’m a big 

dreamer,” he says.
“I want us to be bigger and have 

more impact,” Rosen adds.
Whether you are a salsa afi-

cionado or an advocate for so-
cial change, you can join the Más 
Movement and contribute to the 
project one step at a time.

Más Movement 
Classes offered Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays
Events on Fridays and Saturdays
www.masmovement.ca/
604-729-1935

Salsa instructor Maria Lorenzi dances with her partner.

SalsActivism on the streets of Vancouver.
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I try to do it as ethically as I can, 
acknowledging it and by talking 
about the history of the dance 
and the culture it comes from,” 
Rosen explains.

For him, partner dances like 
the Rueda de Casino, a type of 
Salsa danced in a circle with con-
stant partner switching, are a 
great way to bring Vancouverites 
together. 

“That connection part is the 
easiest... We learn to speak and 
listen to each other,” he says.

Rosen also sees Más Move-
ment as an inclusive space in a 
society built on exclusion. “Our 
goal is to try to actively include 
marginalized people. We offer 
classes on a sliding scale or with 

“Anybody can join really,” Mary 
Jane, one of Lorenzi’s students, 
adds, “Regardless of [their] age, 
[their] level, [their] background.” 

The motto of Más Movement 
sums it up well: everyBODY wel-
come. 

SalsActivism for change 
The school doesn’t just advocates 
inclusiveness, it is a vector for 
change. 

While in university, Rosen re-
alized the power of art to trigger 
social change. “As I was writing 
my thesis, I got more disillu-
sioned with academia and more 
into arts-based facilitation,” he 
says. He started teaching dance 
in schools and community cen- Students at Más Movement practice their moves.

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f M
ás

 M
ov

em
en

t

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f M
ás

 M
ov

em
en

t



10 The Source Vol 13 No 18 | March 19–April 9, 2013

“Francophonie” from page 1

MANITO AHBEE FESTIVAL MOVING TO AUGUST  
ABORIGINAL PEOPLES CHOICE MUSIC AWARDS NOW ACCEPTING SUBMISSIONS FOR 2013

The much-anticipated Manito Ahbee Festival is poised to make itself a summer staple. 

The weeklong event, which brings thousands of First Nations dancers, performers and musicians 
from across the world together each year in Winnipeg, will take place August 16–21, 2013 – a 
departure from its usual November date. 

“It’s with great anticipation and excitement that we announce the new dates for the Manito Ahbee 
Festival,” says Executive Director Lisa Meeches. “The change is welcome and allows us to expand 
on outdoor activities and programming that offer new experiences to youth, families and the 
thousands of visitors that come to Winnipeg each summer.” 

Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries – a strong advocate of promoting Aboriginal arts and culture – will 
once again serve as Presenting Sponsor. 

“Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries is pleased to be the Presenting Sponsor of the Manito Ahbee Festival. 
We look forward to the first – ever summer celebration that will no doubt enhance the experience 
of the thousands of people who take part in the Manito Ahbee Festival every year,” said Winston 
Hodgins, President and CEO of Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries. “Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries takes 
great pride in supporting our communities and celebrating the rich Aboriginal culture that is an 
inherent part of our province.” 

The Festival will return with the Aboriginal Peoples Choice Music Awards, Indigenous Marketplace 
and Trade Show and International Competition Pow Wow at the MTS Centre. New with the summer 
schedule will be outdoor events at The Forks’ Oodena Circle and a Cultural Camp for youth, more 
exciting details to be announced over the next five months. 

“This is just such a time of innovation, reflection and celebration for us,” says Meeches. “We can’t 
wait to see what the summer will bring.”

 THE TIME TO GET INVOLVED IS NOW

With the new schedule comes new timelines, which means the Aboriginal Peoples Choice Music 
Awards (APCMA) submissions are now open. The APCMA celebrate the finest in Aboriginal music 
from across North America and beyond. Artists can submit now, with an industry vote to decide 
official nominees from the submissions. This will be followed by worldwide free online voting by 
fans to determine the winners. 
Submission timelines are as follows:

Deadline for submissions: May 17

Industry voting period: May 27–June 17

Nomination announcement: June 28

Public voting: June 28–July 19

Awards: August 2013

Artists can download submission entry forms at aboriginalpeopleschoice.com.

government refused to incorpo-
rate it as a village. They also re-
fused to pay for French schools.

“We tend to forget in B.C. that 
there is a strong history of French 
and sometimes French doesn’t 
seem to be terribly visible,” says 
Roy. Signs of the heritage are vis-
ible if you look though, such as St. 
Paul’s Hospital, and the names of 
mountains and streets, adds Roy. 

lation appears to be warming 
up to the idea of French, as the 
numbers suggest. Unfortunately, 
it’s a different story with the pro-
vincial government, according to 
Francey.

“Still with the government it’s 
not easy,” says Francey. “I know 
that in different ministries for 
income assistance or [others 
ones] we have a lot of people that 
are refused service in French be-

Perhaps more pressing than 
the history is the fact that the 
Francophone community of B.C. 
is continuing to grow and thrive 
today. Between 2006 and 2011, 
the community grew by 12 per 
cent to a total of 70,000, accord-
ing to Roy.

“What is more important is that 
you have 300,000 people speak-
ing French, which makes French 
the second-most spoken lan-
guage in B.C. after English,” says 
Roy. 

The number of people who are 
able to speak French, whether 
as a second or third language, is 
likely to continue to climb due 
to high levels of enrolment in 
French immersion. “[In Victo-
ria] one-third of children going 
to school are in French immer-
sion, approximately 15,000,” says 
Christian Francey, Executive 
Director for the Victoria Franco-
phone Society.

Francey and Roy both empha-
size that the Francophone com-
munity in B.C. is increasingly 
diverse, mirroring Canada as a 
whole. This includes people of 
various backgrounds beyond the 
familiar French and Québecois, 
such as those from Switzerland, 
Senegal, Algeria, or Lebanon. 

“This Francophone community 
in B.C. is not only growing but 
also changing and taking the 
same kind of colour or differenc-
es that we see in the overall Ca-
nadian population. Which I think 
is a very positive thing,” says Roy. 

Despite a history of somewhat 
tumultuous Anglophone-Franco-
phone relations in B.C., the popu-

cause no one is speaking French 
there.”

The two central challenges fac-
ing the province’s Francophone 
community today are access and 
funding. Accessibility to services 
and government information in 
French is not only essential for 
the slightly older Francophone 
population who are more likely 
to have less English-French flu-
ency, it’s also a matter of respect, 
says Roy. “We need to have a 
space where French is the lan-
guage that we use, that I read or 
can use to access information of 
the provincial government.”

As for funding, “no money no 
candy as we say,” says Francey, 
before explaining that funding 
is needed for much more than 
candy, it’s needed for survival. 

“We are living off grants from 
Heritage Canada. It is always a 
challenge to make sure we have 
enough money for activities.”

In the face of these challenges, 
and realizing the fragility of the 
situation, the optimism for the 
future of the Francophone com-
munity in B.C. is unmistakable. 
Roy sees growth, an increased 
willingness to speak French, 
and sincerely hopes that the 
44,000 students enrolled in 
French immersion across the 
province will fully participate 
in the community. 

“But in order to have a lively 
French community, you need to 
have places, spaces, and activi-
ties where French is being used 
normally,” says Roy. “What is 
part of our identity as Canadian 
is French and English.” 

A growing number of Francophones celebrate le Festival de la francophonie  
in Victoria, B.C., every year.
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Need the skills to find  
a job? We can help!

Design a fantastic resume and cover letter, fine 
tune your interview techniques, learn valuable 
skills to succeed in the Canadian workplace, 
gain insight into the job market, access special 
services for skilled works – all at NO COST. The 
Progressive Intercultural Community Services 
(PICS) Society, Vancouver Branch, has been 
helping immigrants and newcomers to Canada 
for over 14 years !

Our Group Job Search Workshops are a 
flexible, 5 module rotating program, running 
weekly, with 16 sessions each month. This 
includes basic computer orientation, with 
instruction on using Word and Excel, and 
accessing the Internet. Workshops are held 
within a culturally diverse environment, led by 
qualified facilitators. 

Past and current E.I. receipients are always 
welcome. Knowledgeable case managers  
are available to guide you through the process 
of reaching your career goals.

PICS Vancouver also offers one-on-one 
employment assistance, paid on-the-job 
work experience through our Wage Subsidy 
program, and a one-stop Career Centre with a 
broad range of job hunting resources. Funding 
for all programs is provided by the Ministry of 
Social Development, Employment and Labour 
Market Services Division.

Please call 604-324-7733, go 
to www.pics.bc.ca, or visit 
us at 200-8161 Main Street, 
Vancouver, to find out  
how we can best help you.

Don’t miss West Coast Chamber Music’s third concert of its 
20th anniversary season, The Kreutzer in Good Company. 
Popular west coast musicians Bernard Duerksen, Angela 
Cavadas and Susan Round combine forces to perform Trios 
by Brahms and Faure as well as Beethoven’s monumental 
“Kreutzer” Sonata for Piano and Violin.

First rate performances, interesting commentary by 
the musicians, door prizes and amazing baked goods at 
intermission make for a perfect afternoon of chamber music!

Tickets are $18 and $14. For tickets and information  
phone 604-879-9959 or drop into Sikora’s Classical Records,  
432 West Hastings.

West Coast Chamber Music
472 East 44th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V5W 1W3
604-879-9959 
westcoastchambermusic@hotmail.com
www.westcoastchambermusic.com

THE KREUTZER iN 
GOOD COMPANY

 SundAY, APRiL 7 AT 3:00 
UNiTARiAN CHURCH OF VANCOUVER, 

949 WeST 49TH Avenue
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Vibrant blooms are pushing 
up through the soil, and a slow 
but steady rise in temperature 
signals a season of renewal and 
rebirth. As Easter approaches, 
this is also a time for Christians 
to reflect on and celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

In Vancouver, during what’s 
widely considered the most 
important Christian holiday 
of the year next to Christmas, 
celebrations are as rich and 
varied as the many walks of life, 
cultures and families that gath-

The Diversity of the Christian Faith

St. Andrew’s-Wesley United Church (right).

Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Church (left), detail of door (right).

St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church.Spirit of Life Lutheran Church.

Chinese Tabernacle Baptist Church.

Photo Mosaic by Autumn Huizenga

er to embrace it. From Anglican 
to Russian Orthodox to Roman 
Catholic; rich, middle class and 
poor; straight or LGBT; single- or 
two-parent families – the Chris-
tian faith is present in every de-
mographic.

This Easter, like every other, 
churches will welcome everyone 
through their doors for a tradi-
tional mass. And for everyone, 
everywhere, with the birth of 
spring and passing of winter, this 
is an ideal time for inspiration 
and a renewed sense of hope.
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There are loads of treasures to 
find this time of year, and they’re 
not all of the egg-shaped, colour-
fully-wrapped variety. Hunt 
down hot designers at Vancouver 
Fashion Week, hop on in to the 
Roundhouse to meet an inspi-
rational ecomuralist or collect a 
couple of friends for Afternoon 
Tea at the VanDusen Gardens. If 
there’s room, try to squeeze in a 
macaron on Macaron Day – you 
get a treat and so does the B.C. 
Children’s Hospital Foundation. 

* * *
Vancouver Fashion  
Week Fall/Winter 
March 20–24
Chinese Cultural Centre
50 Pender St.
vanfashionweek.com
778-996-2200

Award winning local and inter-
national designs from global 
fashion centres will be show-
cased over this multi-day event. 
Join VIPs, professionals, buyers 
and the media in the search for 
the world’s next hot designer. See 
website for ticket prices. 

* * *
Macaron Day 
Wednesday, March 20
French Made Baking
81 Kingsway 
frenchmadebaking.com
604-558-4880

Initiated in Paris in 1995, Macaron 
Day is now celebrated worldwide 
as a way for macaron makers to 
give back to the community. Men-
tion Macaron Day and you’ll be 
given a macaron and invited to 
make a donation to the B.C. Chil-
dren’s Hospital Foundation. 

* * *
March Eco-Arts Salon:  
Todd Polich
Wednesday, March 27,  
7 p.m.–9 p.m.
Yaletown Roundhouse
181 Roundhouse Mews
eco-arts-mar-2013.eventbrite.com
604-682-0010

Muralist Todd Polich will share 
his story about the creation of 
twenty large-scale murals, all 
created in public spaces to in-
spire and empower communities 
to care about their environment. 
Free with CACV membership, $10 
non-members. 

* * *
Mozaico Flamenco  
Dance Theatre
Thursday, March 28, noon
Scotiabank Dance Centre
677 Davie St.
mozaicoflamenco.com
604-684-2787

Mozaico Flamenco blends fiery 
flamenco dance and music with 
the exotic Asian sounds of the Or-
chid Ensemble. Expect ravishing 
costumes, electrifying footwork 
and soul-stirring music. Tickets: 
$12 adults, $10 students, seniors 
and children.

* * *
Knock, Knock…It’s Your Liver
Thursday, March 28, 7:45 p.m.
Yuk Yuk’s Vancouver
2837 Cambie St.
liver.ca/support-liver-foundation/
fundraising/
604-336-2007

Head out to Yuk Yuk’s for an 
evening of laughter in support 
of the Canadian Liver Founda-
tion. Headliner Jeff McEnery took 
“Best Stand-Up Newcomer” at the 
2007 Canadian Comedy Awards. 
Tickets: $20. Doors open at 7 p.m.

$30 adults, $25 seniors, $15 stu-
dents .

* * *
From the Real World  
to Photography
Saturday, March 23, 
10 a.m.–5:30 p.m. 
HR Macmillan Centre 
1100 Chestnut St. 
eventbrite.ca/event/3282980483

Presented by the Institute of Dig-
ital Photography this inspiring 
one day journey into the world of 
photography includes four great 
speakers and a question and 
answer session. Great for those 
who want to take their hobby to 
the next level or even those who 
want to refine their skills as a 
professional. Registration is $55.

* * *

* * *
Times of India Film Awards
April 4–6
Various Venues
timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ 
toifa.cms

With movie screenings, public vot-
ing and a concert extravaganza, the 
city will be abuzz with Bollywood 
energy. This weekend of glamour, 
music, fans and stars will finish 
with a red-carpet gala awards cer-
emony at BC Place on April 4.

* * *
Tea for Two at VanDusen
From April 2 (recurring daily)  
7 a.m.–5 p.m.
Truffles Café, 5251 Oak St.
vancouver.ca/vandusen
604-505-4961

Enjoy a proper afternoon tea 
amongst the spring blossoms 

complete with three-tier tray of 
treats, ceramic tea pots and cups 
and a selection of organic and 
private label teas. Afterwards, 
why not take a stroll through the 
gardens? Afternoon Tea: $28 for 
two, $50 for four. Gardens: $7.50 
adults.

* * *
Vancouver Masquerade Ball
Saturday, March 30,  
7:30 p.m.–midnight
Fairmont Hotel
900 W Georgia St.
house-of-pete.com
604-685-2306

This elegant black-tie affair will 
be raising funds for the BC SPCA. 
All you need is a mask, formal 
attire and a sense of adventure. 
Music, dancing, scrumptious 
hors d’oeuvres, great prizes and 
a silent auction will keep you en-
tertained all night. Tickets: $99. 

* * *
Chor Leoni & Friends
Saturday, March 23, 7:30 p.m.
Chan Centre for Performing Arts
6265 Crescent Rd. 
www.chorleoni.org
604-822-2697

This men’s choir has had one fo-
cus for twenty years: to create 
beautiful music that moves its 
audience. There will be favou-
rites from the past as well as the 
premiere of a new work by guest 
conductor Robert Sund. Tickets: 

Stanley Park Easter Train
March 23–April 1, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Stanley Park
vancouver.ca/parks- 
recreation-culture
604-873-7000

The train runs rain or shine and 
is fully covered to protect every-
one on board from spring show-
ers. Eggs hunts, crafts and a visit 
from the Easter bunny are all in-
cluded. Be sure to bring your own 
basket for the egg hunt. Tickets: 
$3.50–$8.75 (children under 3 
free). Guests arrive for the Vancouver Masquerade Ball.

A selection of macarons at French Made Baking.
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Models show off the latest styles at Vancouver Fashion Week.
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Street Photography by Denis Bouvier
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A party simultaneously sol-
emn, respectful, spiritual, 
and whimsical - with singing, 
chanting, dancing, poetry read-
ings, weathergrams from well-
wishers, tobacco ritual and 
food sharing – what more could 
Pauline want on her birthday!

It’s been 100 years since the 
death of iconic First Nations 
poet, Pauline Tekahionwake 
Johnson. Tekahionwake liter-
ally means double-life and in 
many ways Pauline’s life was 
not typical of other First Na-
tions women of her time. Born 
in 1861, on the Six Nations Re-
serve outside Brantford, Ontar-
io, she was of mixed ancestry 
with her mother being English, 
and her Mohawk Chief father 
having a mother who was part 
European. She enjoyed a rela-
tively high standard of living 
in her youth, and was educated 
mainly at home reading clas-
sical English literature. At the 
same time she was influenced 
by her paternal grandfather 
who artfully told his grandchil-
dren Mohawk stories. Later in 
life, she developed a flair for 
live performances of her poetry 
and the crowds were entranced 
by her ardent delivery and per-
sonal beauty. After her father’s 
death, she was able to support 
herself and her mother from 
these endeavours. She received 
wide acclaim in Canada, the U.S., 
and England. Many of her poet-
ic themes celebrated First Na-
tions life and certainly placed 
their plight in the spotlight. Al-
though her popularity waned 

Six-Nations Band in Southern On-
tario and delivers her poetry in 
an ardent and beautiful manner. 
In this photo, taken on March 10, 
Pauline’s birthday, she‘s partici-
pating in the celebration which 
took place at Pauline’s memorial 
in Stanley Park, across from The 
Teahouse at Ferguson Point.

Janet read 2 poems, one by Pau-
line and one of her own inspired 
by Pauline. We see her taking 

in the decades after her death, 
there has been a resurgence of 
interest in her work. She is now 
seen as a pioneer for champion-
ing First Nations rights, and in-
fluencing prevailing ideas about 
race and gender. Indeed, she has 
been an inspiration to other First 
Nations writers.

One of those writers is Victo-
ria Poet Laureate Janet Rogers. 
She is also Mohawk from the 

part in a tobacco ritual which in-
cluded the viewing public. A fist-
ful of tobacco was taken in hand, 
good wishes made and then the 
tobacco was scattered in the area 
of Pauline’s memorial where her 
ashes are buried. To the left of Ja-
net Rogers is Juno Award winner 
Murray Porter, also a Mohawk 
from the Six-Nations Band. Blues 
singer, song-writer and pia-
nist, he sang a cappella to praise 

Pauline. To the right of Janet is 
First Nations performer Sino 
who provided percussion and 
chanting. Also participating 
were Jolene Cumming, a spe-
cialist in Vancouver women’s 
history and Stanley Park his-
tory who introduced the event 
along with Parks Board Com-
missioner, Niki Sharma. 

Don Richardson

Happy Birthday 
Pauline Johnson!


