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I’d heard a lot about Van-
couver’s life style which was 
apparently very different: 

“You’ll see that the landscapes 
are stunning, the city is gor-
geous and cosmopolitan.” 
British Colombia is certainly 
a one-of-a-kind province. So 
I left, full of expectations, 
projects, dreams and an ir-
repressible desire to jump 
into the Pacific Ocean. I was 
heading west, and that was 
really something! 

After a 7 hour flight with-
out any border crossing, 
which was, for me, quite 
depressing, I landed in Van-
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world-views of their elders, while 
lack of familiarity with Canada 
means that older generations are 
processing their lives in Canada 
differently than their children. 
These challenges...indicate the 
ongoing challenge of building 
a truly multicultural society, a 
task that involves all of us, Asian 
or not.”

Compounding Factors
As Lee notes, adapting to life 
in Canada as visible minorities 
is a fluid, ongoing process for 
both old and new generations 
of Asian-Canadians. Their in-
tergenerational dynamics are 
influenced by a host of factors, 
such as their country of origin, 
when they came to Canada and 
whether they were recent immi-
grants or Canadian-born Asian-
Canadians. 

See “Verbatim” page 3

Vol 12 No 29 | May 1–22, 2012

’ve always been fascinated 
by travel, but, I’ave never 

been tempted to get to know 
my own country. I’ve always 
preferred visits abroad to do-
mestic flights. 

No one is a prophet in his 
or her own country. But here 
I am, bound to stay in Canada. 
I therefore chose to come to 
Vancouver, mainly for its geo-
graphic location since it’s the 
furthest city from my own: 
Quebec City. 

It’s the oldest city in North 
America, its historical sites 
are breathtaking and people 
are nice and polite. On the 
other hand, winters are cold, 
not to say frigid, and it is not 
very multicultural. I needed 
a change and to see some-
thing different. Vancouver 
seemed the best solution to 
me. It’s the perfect contrast 
to my city, both in terms of 
climate and philosophy of life. 
Far from denigrating my dear 
city, I just wanted to experi-
ment different facets of my 
own country.

I
ridging the gap between the 
older generation of Asian Ca-

nadians and their offspring has 
never been an easy feat.  The is-
sues that presented themselves 
years ago, are still very much 
alive today.

The Classic Conflict
Christopher Lee, a professor 
from UBC’s English department, 
identified a general, almost ste-
reotypical, struggle that most 
immigrant families face. 

“Immigrants are by and large 
a selective group who uproot 
themselves and move to a new 
home. The risks are often moti-
vated by a desire for socio-eco-
nomic (upward) mobility,” Lee 
says. “Thus many immigrants 
sacrifice considerably in the 
hopes of securing better em-
ployment and wider educational 
opportunities for themselves 
and their children.” He goes on 
to say that “younger immigrants 
or children of immigrants often 
these bear these expectations, 
setting up the "classic" conflict 
between generations.” 

In this “classic conflict,” the 
older generation is often the one 
that upholds the values and cul-
ture of their country of origin 
while the younger generation is 
more easily assimilated into the 
new culture. However, because 
immigration and multicultural-
ism are such inherent compo-
nents of Canada’s social history, 
Lee cautions that the idea that 
there is a “mainstream” culture 
to assimilate into is antiquated. 

“The discourse of multicultur-
alism often sets up these sorts 
of choices by retaining an anti-
quated notion of ‘mainstream’ 
culture to which immigrants 

must assimilate, but things are 
always more complicated on the 
ground,” he explains. “While it's 
impossible to generalize...the 
expectation to assimilate can de-
prive younger Asian-Canadians 
of the tools to understand the 

B

Harsh history divides Asian Canadian generations
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For instance, the Japanese-
Canadian community shows how 
the classic conflict described 
above does not always hold. The 
Japanese-Canadian internment 
during WWII devastated the gen-
erations affected and had a pro-
found impact on their ties with 
subsequent generations. 

Beth Carter, director-curator 
at Nikkei Place (Japanese-Cana-
dian cultural centre in Burnaby) 
says, “The Japanese-Canadian 
internment definitely affected 
intergenerational relationships. 
Many younger generations have 
a great deal of curiosity about 
the internment. However, many 
grandparents do not choose to 
discuss their history…even after 
70 years, the social effects are 
evident through family displace-
ment, the unwillingness of older 

See “Intergenerational” page 2

A typical day in Vancouver.

Christopher Lee, English professor, UBC.

Looking at Fiji 
through new eyes
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My Turn

Change yes, but not at any cost

generations to discuss their his-
tory and the huge intermarriage 
rate (almost 95 per cent).” 

Carter says that “after the war, 
many people strived for assimi-
lation within Canadian society 
by minimizing their links to their 
Japanese heritage, and remain-
ing silent about their wartime 
history.” 

While some young Japanese-
Canadians may want to learn 
more about their Japanese heri-
tage, the older generations may 
be reluctant to share and even 
encourage the younger genera-
tions to assimilate into Canadian 
society. 

Ray Hsu, a post-doctoral teach-
ing fellow at UBC’s creative writ-
ing department, offered his own 
personal experience. While 
growing up in Toronto as a 
young Asian-Canadian, his par-
ents would send him to Chinese 
school to learn Chinese, some-
thing which he detested. 

Realizing that he has lost his 
Chinese linguistic abilities now, 
he wished that he had been more 
committed to learning Chinese. 

“The need and desire for inter-
generational bonding is different 
not only for different people, but 
also at different life stages of an 
individual,” he says. 

Hsu also observed how some 
young Chinese-Canadians are 
really eager to learn from and be 
mentored by the older genera-
tion in the Chinese community. 
But, the older generation simply 
tells them that they are too tired 

“Intergenerational” from page 1

before the fatidic date thirty per 
cent of voters said they were now 
reconsidering their final choice – a 
number large enough to make any-
thing possible. Alison Redford’s 
troops, in the end, benefited from 
these last minute deliberations. 

The movement coalesced so 
rapidly that pollsters were not 
able to get a feel for it from vot-
ers the last time they tested pub-
lic opinion during the campaign. 
They surely felt a tightening of 
the electoral stakes, but nothing 
to forecast such a definitive vic-
tory for the Conservatives. And 
so, the dynasty survived.

Clearly, a good number of vot-
ers suddenly felt colder towards 
Danielle Smith’s Wildrose Party. 
In the final days of the campaign 
many voices rose and expressed 
themselves through social net-
works. These voices stated that 
some people who traditionally 
voted for the Liberals were ready 
to abandon their party and vote 
Conservative in order to block 
the Wildrose Party. Evidently, 
such intentions became reality.

Sure enough, the Liberal Party 
collapsed in favour of the Conser-
vative Party. This becomes clearly 
apparent when we examine the 
results in two major centres: Cal-
gary and Edmonton. The Wildrose 
Party had to gain a foothold in 
both these cities if it hoped to form 
a government. Which, and every-
body knows that, would have been 

As they say, it’s not over ‘til it’s 
over. Our Albertan neigh-

bours clearly demonstrated it last 
week. The recent Alberta general 
elections’ results, which saw the 
Progressive Conservative Party 
win a 12th consecutive mandate, 
are plain on this aspect. 

Barely two weeks ago, the Wil-
drose Party seemed to be heading 
towards victory and naysayers 
went into battle mode, convinc-
ing several voters to backtrack. 
The Conservatives won this elec-
tion by the seat of their pants. 

Don't be fooled. I know the 
hammer came down hard on 
pollsters the day following the 
elections. They, as many self-ap-
pointed pundits had great plea-

sure in repeatedly pointing out, 
had predicted a major landslide 
in the Albertan political picture. 
Yet, Conservative leader Alison 
Redford’s troops came out of the 
electoral battle with a decisive 
victory. Predictions seriously 
failed. But does that mean that 
those pollsters have lost all cred-
ibility? Not at all. 

In fact, polls within the Conser-
vative Party were showing barely 
a week before the elections that 
it was perhaps living out its last 
days of power. According to a Pro-
gressive Conservative Party poll-
ster, a daily survey done for the 
party started showing encourag-
ing signs the last three days of the 
campaign. In fact, the Saturday 

and exhausted to teach them 
anything. 

Intergenerational Engagement
Whether there is a disconnect 
between the older and younger 
generations or not, one thing is 
for sure: different Asian-Canadian 
communities have made efforts to 
preserve their heritage and engage 
with the younger generations. 

“Ever since Asians have lived 
in Canada, there have been many 
strategies to educate and involve 
younger generations – there have 
been language schools, communi-
ty associations, religious organi-
zations since the mid-nineteenth 
century,” says Lee. 

“While the emphasis of preserv-
ing a heritage culture varies from 
family to family (and very much 
from location to location), this re-
mains a top concern in Asian Ca-
nadian communities to this day.” 

Speaking for the Japanese-
Canadian, Carter agrees. “There 
continues to be a very strong 
sense of family connection within 
the Japanese-Canadian commu-
nity. The fight for redress and ac-
knowledgement of the injustices 
toward the community helped to 
draw the community closely to-
gether,” she says. 

“There have been several recent 
conferences to help promote shar-
ing stories of internment experi-
ences for the sake of younger gen-
erations. There are many cultural 
centres in major centres across 
Canada, including the Nikkei Cen-
tre in Burnaby.” 

In addition to this, Carter says, 
“many Japanese language schools 
are now available for younger chil-
dren to connect to their heritage.” In 
fact, it is Asian culture’s strong val-
ues on family and community that 
make the effects of intergenera-
tional conflicts on Asian-Canadians 
more pronounced and poignant.

a stunning accomplishment in the 
black gold province. Another clue 
that suggests the credibility of the 
hypothesis of a movement against 
the Wildrose Party is the voting 
rate, a rate that jumped up 16 per 
cent from the 2008 elections. A 
substantial jump. 

But, the Wildrose Party will 
have to quickly realize that these 
last minutes choices made by vot-
ers didn’t materialize out of thin 

air. The Wildrose’s campaign has 
shown the disquieting side of some 
of its candidates. The effect was, 
and for good reason, to profoundly 
disturb the province’s electorate. 

The campaign has also clearly 
demonstrated that during an elec-
tion campaign, every single day 
counts. You can’t stop working un-
til the voting stations close.

Translation Monique Kroeger

PC leader Alison Redford (left) and Wildrose Party leader Danielle Smith (right).
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Latinos continue to struggle in Canada
by  ELton hubnER

ore than 1.2 million refugees 
traded their home countries 

for Canada in the past five years. 
Kendi Martinez, who left the 
Mexican city of Reynosa in 2007, 
is one of them. The violence that 
scares Mexican families was not 
the biggest threat at home. 

“I'm [a] lesbian, and in Mexico 
it's not acceptable,” she says. “I 

M
In fact, refugees from Latin 

America tend to be the ones who 
usually struggle the most. 

“Latinos and East Europeans 
need everything,” summarizes 
Mario Ayala, director of the In-
land Refugee Society of British 
Columbia (IRS-BC).

The IRS-BC is a non-profit and 
non-governmental agency that 
assists families and individu-
als who seek refuge in Canada. 

had to immigrate to be able to 
be myself and to find true happi-
ness.”

In Vancouver, Martinez en-
countered the precious safety 
and open-mindedness that most 
residents and visitors can enjoy 
in Canada. However, “happiness” 
came with a price. 

“I had to immigrate and leave 
everything behind, including 
my daughter,” she explains. Last 
January her 12-year-old daughter 
finally moved to Vancouver to live 
with Martinez.

Staying apart from her family 
was just one of many challenges. 
Finding housing, establishing 
a contact network and improv-
ing her English skills were other 
obstacles that not only Marti-
nez, but most refugees need to 
overcome upon their arrival in 
Canada. 

“Verbatim" from page 1

for Latin Americans in their ad-
aptation process. The IRS-BC 
tackles that problem by offering 
English lessons and translation 
services provided by volunteers.

Andrea, a 29-year-old accoun-
tant who prefers not to disclose 
her last name, illustrates how im-
portant it is for refugees to have 
good English skills. After she left 
Mexico City to immigrate as a 
refugee to Canada, she counted 
on her family's financial support 
to go to an English school in Van-
couver. “That helped me a lot,” 

At the beginning, I mostly hung out with 
people who spoke Spanish, but I soon 
realized that they seemed to want to take 
advantage [of] me rather than to help.
Andrea, Latina immigrant

“
According to Ayala, the agency 
helps approximately 50 per cent 
of the refugee claimants in B.C. 
Ayala is originally from El Salva-
dor. He speaks not only for him-
self, but also for the thousands 
of immigrants that he has met in 
the last decade since he first got 
involved with the IRS-BC.

According to Ayala, people 
from Asia and the Middle East 
who seek asylum in Canada usu-
ally have relatives or acquain-
tances in the country. Many Lati-
nos, on the other hand, lack such 
connections, leading to the ur-
gent need of accessible housing 
in their new home. 

At the IRS-BC, they can obtain 
assistance to find housing op-
tions according to the welfare 
rights granted to refugees.

Ayala also identifies the lan-
guage as another major barrier 

she says.
During her first three years 

in Vancouver, Andrea also found 
support in institutions such as 
the Catholic Church and the Im-
migrant Services Society of Brit-
ish Columbia (ISSofBC). 

“At the beginning, I mostly hung 
out with people who spoke Span-
ish, but I soon realized that they 
seemed to want to take advan-
tage [of] me rather than to help,” 
she says. 

The improvement of Andrea's 
English skills was the bridge 

that connected her with English-
speaking groups. Only then could 
she get a fair position in the local 
society. 

Ayala highlights that the IRS-
BC provides free assistance to 
anyone who feels unsafe in their 
own countries. However, refuge 
claimants should be prepared for 
a period of adapting that can last 
longer than they expect. 

Ayala, who has been here 
since 1992, can attest to that. “I 
still haven't completely adapted 
myself.” 

Mario Ayala sits with a client in his office at IRS-BC, where he eases the integration of refugees and new immigrants in Canada.

couver on a cold and wet Janu-
ary day. Big grey clouds lit an 
even grayer architecture, the 
mountains were hidden by 
the fog and the colour of the 
Pacific Ocean was far from 
being the turquoise blue I had 
always pictured. Did I need a 
decoder to see the colours? It 
looked like a sad Monet paint-
ing. In short, needless to say, I 
was painfully disillusioned. I 
just hoped my university cam-
pus would prove brighter. 

I didn’t want to come back 
empty-handed. I didn’t want 
to give up, so I forced myself 
to discover every corner of 
this town so as not to miss 
anything it had to offer. I even 
went as far as Whistler. Spring 
is on its way so. little by little, 

everything is becoming more 
colorful or at least less grey, 
and I even find myself contem-
plating the Pacific Ocean from 
English Bay and jogging in 
Stanley Park despite of the rain 
and the fog. I also compensate 
for the lack of sunshine with 
daily vitamin D supplements. 
I’ve gone through the, mostly 
climatic, adaptation phase, 
and things are now starting to 
get a bit better. To stand amid 
Downtown’s skyscrapers, to 
see on one side the snow-cov-
ered mountains and on the 
other the ocean,ias all worth it. 
The scenery alone is worth ev-
erything! I can finally breathe 
in the metropolis’ fresh air and 
enjoy its cultural diversity.

Translation Nathalie Tarkowska
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DERRick o'kEEFE

Left Bank

his week marks one year 
since Stephen Harper won 

a majority government. May 2, 
2011 was the day Harper got his 
long coveted majority. 

If Canadians knew then what 
we know now, would Harper 
still have prevailed? 

The Auditor General's recent 
report on the F-35 fighter jets 
amounts to a scathing indict-
ment of the integrity of the rul-
ing federal Conservatives. There 
is little doubt that Harper's 

T

cabinet, and of course the micro-
managing prime minister him-
self, knew that the cost estimates 
were low-balled by at least $10 
billion. 

Add to the F-35 fiasco the so-
called "robocalls" scandal, with 
growing evidence of widespread, 
coordinated voter fraud dis-
proportionately benefiting the 
Conservatives. The lies plus the 
fraud equal an increasingly ille-
gitimate Harper government. 

Despite all this, Stephen Harp-
er is firmly entrenched in power 
and pushing forward on his right-
wing agenda. Every week, some-
times every day, brings new bad 
news for the environment and for 
social justice in Canada. 

With things seemingly so bleak 
and immovable at the federal 
level, the push back against pro-
corporate, right-wing politics 
looks more hopeful at the provin-
cial level. 

In Ontario, despite Harper's 
boastful wish at a fundraiser 
for Toronto Mayor Rob Ford 
that Conservative leader Tim 
Hudak would complete the right-
wing "hat trick," Liberal Dal-
ton McGuinty won re-election, 
though he now has only a mi-
nority government. This hasn't 
meant any fundamental move 
away from neo-liberal politics 
and austerity measures, but 
McGuinty was forced to impose a 
new surtax on the rich to get the 
NDP not to defeat his budget. 

In Quebec, the Charest gov-
ernment faces a massive student 
strike that has sparked a broader 
movement some have dubbed 
le printemps erable (the Maple 
Spring). This type of social move-
ment has not been seen in years, 
and represents an inherent 
threat to everything for which 
Harper stands.

Even in Alberta, Harper's poli-
tics suffered a sort of setback, 
when the upstart Wildrose Party 
went down to defeat to the Pro-
gressive Conservatives. Although 
the prime minister of course 
wisely stayed 'above the fray' of 
Alberta's election, it was no se-
cret that many of his key opera-

One year later: Harper 
government far from invincible 

tives – past and present – were 
working on the Wildrose's (even 
more) right-wing campaign. 

Then there is B.C., where the 
NDP has surged to a big lead in the 
polls. Under Christy Clark, the 12-
year-long rule of the B.C. Liber-
als appears headed for an end by 
May 2013, the next fixed election 
date, at the latest. Following two 
recent by-election losses to the 
NDP things have gotten so bad 
that the party is now openly en-
tertaining a name change. 

An NDP win in B.C., whatever 
the name of the governing party 
they defeat, could become a sig-
nificant rallying point for the 
political forces across the coun-
try who want to unseat Harper. 
Harper has proudly titled the bal-
ance of power in Canada to the 
West. Having an NDP premier in 
the West’s most populous prov-
ince could act as a serious brake 
on Harper’s plans on issues rang-
ing from pipelines to health care. 

In a recent Globe and Mail 
article, NDP leader Adrian Dix 
raised four major areas where 
his administration would differ 
with the federal Conservatives: 

“the law-and-order agenda, which 
could crowd provincial court-
rooms and prisons and drain 
provincial budgets; the proposed 
Northern Gateway oil pipeline 
between Alberta and the Pacific 
Coast; the reduced increases in 
federal health transfers; the Can-
ada-EU trade agreement, which 
could increase drug prices as a 
result of tougher patent protec-
tions.”

This quick overview of provin-
cial politics standing in the way 
of an unfettered Harper agenda 
is not to suggest that electoral 
politics is the only, or even pri-
mary, challenge to the corpo-
rate power running this coun-
try. Rather, it’s a reminder that 
Harper is not invincible, far from 
it. But we will have to organize 
a mighty response in the streets 
and in our communities; in other 
words, there’s a huge job of politi-
cal organizing ahead. 

Our brother and sisters in Que-
bec – led by the feisty students 
standing down the government 

– are showing the way. Here on 
the West Coast, the movement 
against tar sands pipelines – both 
the Enbridge and the even bigger 
Kinder Morgan proposal – would 
seem to have the most potential 
in the near term to lead to a truly 
large-scale movement. 

If the inspiration provided by 
the Maple Spring can reach all the 
way to the Pacific coast, there’s 
no way those pipelines are ever 
getting built. 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper celebrates one year of majority rule.
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Vancouver's Fijian community:  
distinct and thriving

Asian Canadians: few 
words of connection

by  bREnDan MunRo

hen people leave their 
homeland, it is often done 

with a heavy heart. While the 
decision is not easy, those who 
make it often hope that doing so 
will improve their circumstances, 
or at least enable them to provide 
a better life for their children. 

For Indo-Fijians in Vancouver, 
this aspiration is doubly im-
portant. Many of the estimated 
75,000 Fijians who now call the 
Lower Mainland home are them-
selves the descendants of Indian 
emigrants. 

Brought to the small Pacific is-
lands to work in the British con-
trolled sugar plantations during 
the 19th century, the largely Hin-
du community grew and pros-
pered for the better part of a 
century, eventually forming the 
ruling class after independence 
in 1970. 

By the late 1980s, however, 
political tensions and a mili-
tary coup against the ethnic 
Indian controlled government 
launched a wave of emigration 
by this community to places like 
Canada and the United States. 

For Angelene Prakash, Renita 
Reddy and Monisha Prasad, the 
decision made by each of their 
parents to leave Fiji and immi-
grate to Canada is vindicated 
daily. 

This trio of young women, all 
in their early twenties, repre-
sent a generation of Canadian-
born Fijians who have been giv-
en the best of both worlds – the 
political stability, great educa-
tion and economic opportuni-
ties offered in Canada, plus the 
traditions, values, language and 
sense of community attached 

to their ancestral home – and 
they are now poised to fulfill the 
hopes of their parents. 

Talk about pressure. Luckily 
they have a strong support net-
work.

“With Fijian-Indians, there defi-
nitely is a strong culture and I 
think the one thing that ties ev-
eryone together is that fact that 
number one, we're all from Fiji,” 
says Prasad. “I can talk with 
someone from our community 
that I just met, and they might 
know my parents or maybe our 
parents even went to school to-
gether back there.”

Prasad also notes that while 
not all Indo-Fijians share the 
same religion, many from the 
community are Hindu. As such, 
those who attend temples and 
religious ceremonies are able to 
use the occasions for socializing. 

The biggest gathering for the 
Fijian-Canadian community is 
Fiji Day, a celebration of the coun-
try's independence, which takes 
place on Oct. 10. Soccer is also a 
major pillar of the Fijian expat 
community, with league games 
being a great place to interact, 
share news and stay active. 

While having access to these 
traditions is important, there are 
countless Canadian values and 
traditions pulling them in an en-
tirely different direction, which 
ultimately leads to the explora-
tion of self-identity that many 
young Fijian-Canadians undergo. 

here are few, if any, arts 
and culture publications out 

there that are able to attract 
both new and old generations 
alike to their pages. Tastes dif-
fer from person to person, and 
certainly between each genera-
tion. Looking at the publications 
available for the Asian commu-
nity, one notices a disconnect 
between them. 

With Asians being a large 
majority in Metro Vancouver, a 
magazine that could bring both 
the old and young under one cre-
ative tent would be quite profit-
able. But alas, a divide exists and 
these two generations go to dif-
ferent sources to read about art-
ists who represent their views 
and/or taste. 

Focusing on Asian Canadian 
Arts and Culture, the magazine 
Ricepaper has been around 
since the mid-90s. In a 2011 in-
terview, Vancouver writer Jim 
Wong-Chu tells Ricepaper that 
the original objective for him 
and the Asian Canadian Writ-
er’s Workshop (which later 
became Ricepaper ’s publisher) 
was to “help young writers find 
a publisher.”  This noble cause 
has been successful, but that 
was 20 years ago. The pages 
of Ricepaper are filled cover to 
cover with dense words from 
prominent writers from across 
the nation, and tributes to the 
likes of Cao Yu a “pioneer of 
modern Chinese Drama.” This 
is hardly the kind of material 
that would attract the younger 
generations, and at $5.95, it’s 
unlikely that hoards of 16 year 
old Asian Canadians are lining 
up at the local Chapters to pick 
it up. 

So the question remains of 
where today’s young Asian Ca-
nadians go for support and help, 
or just to read content geared 
to their taste; it seems that the 
newest publication Charged is 
where it’s at. 

This new publication, with 
its shiny pages, aims to attract 
the high school and univer-
sity crowds. The content deals 
with Vancouver’s Asian life-
style and entertainment. Flip-
ping through the glossy pages, 
the superficiality smacks the 
eye balls like a handful of glit-
ter. The content is light, the 
pictures staged and the call for 
mass consumption obvious. But 
perhaps that’s what attracts 
the new generation, like a cat to 
a set of jangling keys. 

The goal should be to try and 
bring both interests under one 
tent. About the only thing that 
brings two disconnected ethnic 
generations back together is his-
tory,  but we all know that won’t 
sell, so the goal is nearly impos-
sible. It’s like having the Walrus 
Magazine and the Gate Enter-
tainment Magazine asking their 
readers to share each other’s 
interests.

So the divide in Asian Cana-
dian magazines lives on, and 
judging by the literature out 
there, so does the generational 
divide. Ricepaper will continue 
to thrive with the help of gov-
ernment grants and volunteers, 
and Charged will continue its 
webzine and its free glossy 
magazine. Hopefully, in a liv-
ing room in Richmond there 
are a grandmother and grand-
daughter exchanging words – 
literally. 

T

SaMuEL RaMoS

Behind  
the Media

W
“I feel more Canadian because I 

grew up here, but my grandpar-
ents are very cultural, so when-
ever we go to their house, they 
cook us traditional Fijian food,” 
says Reddy. “Also, prayers and 

With Fijian-Indians, there definitely is a strong culture and  
I think the one thing that ties everyone together is that fact 
that number one, we're all from Fiji.
Monisha Prasad, Fijian immigrant

“
little traditions that they do in 
Fiji, we still do here.”

Despite an intimate knowl-
edge of the culture, trips back to 
Fiji can bring home the reality 
that the two countries are very 
different. 

“People could tell that I wasn't 
from there, just by the way I talk-
ed or the way I dressed,” explains 
Prakash, recalling a trip to Fiji a 
few years ago. “Everything about 
me was a little bit different.”

While there is a strong sense 
of connection within Vancou-
ver's Indo-Fijian community, its 
identity in larger circles often 
gets lumped in with the more 
populous Indian community, 

with which it shares an ances-
tral past, similar languages and 
religious practices. 

According to Prasad, some of 
the ongoing issues facing the 
community are worries about 
jobs, finances and the loneli-

ness that comes from being 
separated from their families.

“I think also that in some situ-
ations there are difficulties in 
obtaining information and ac-
cess to various services.”

Left to right: Renita Reddy, Monisha Prasad and Angelene Prakash.
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Commonality sought at 2012 DOXA Documentary Film Festival
by  SaMuEL RaMoS

ou would have to have your 
head permanently dug into 

English Bay’s sand not to have 
noticed that the DOXA Documen-

Y
“There is power in numbers,” 

says DOXA programming director 
Dorothy Woodend, “and the only 
way to make genuine change is to 
do it together.”

She says “that nothing big ever 

DoXa is a festival for the people, not just in the films  
that we show, but the way that we choose to show them.
Dorothy Woodend, DOXA Programming Director “

be a prominent feature of this 
year’s festival. 

Elyse Freeborn, 25, is a wom-
en’s studies student at Langara. 
She says that women are not be-
ing given credit for their work, 
and that this is a good first step. 

“Women are often underrep-
resented in film making,” says 
Freeborn, “so it’s refreshing to 
see a whole day dedicated to 
showing women in film.”

She says that it is important 
that life be viewed through the 
perspective of women. Other-
wise an imbalance in perception 
occurs and a common or popular 
belief is one sided and unfair. 

“As opposed to everything be-
ing told by ‘his’ story it’s being 
told by ‘her’ story,” says Free-
born. 

“There are a lot of women in 
film, but they are not being given 
the opportunity to be proponents 
of their own films or express 
the view of others. Having never 
heard of DOXA before, this day 

certainly has me interested, and 
I’ll definitely be attending.”

For show times, ticket prices  
and more information, visit  
www.doxafestival.ca

Need the skills to find  
a job? We can help!
Design a fantastic resume and cover letter, fine tune your 
interview techniques, learn valuable skills to succeed in 
the Canadian workplace, gain insight into the job market, 
access special services for skilled works – all at NO COST. 
The Progressive Intercultural Community Services (PICS) 
Society, Vancouver Branch, has been helping immigrants and 
newcomers to Canada for over 14 years !

Our Group Job Search Workshops are a flexible, 5 module 
rotating program, running weekly, with 16 sessions each 
month. This includes basic computer orientation, with 
instruction on using Word and Excel, and accessing the 
Internet. Workshops are held within a culturally diverse 
environment, led by qualified facilitators. 

Past and current E.I. receipients are always welcome. 
Knowledgeable case managers are available to guide you 
through the process of reaching your career goals.

PICS Vancouver also offers one-on-one employment 
assistance, paid on-the-job work experience through our Wage 
Subsidy program, and a one-stop Career Centre with a broad 
range of job hunting resources. Funding for all programs is 
provided by the Ministry of Social Development, Employment 
and Labour Market Services Division.

Please call 604-324-7733, go to www.pics.bc.ca, 
or visit us at 200-8161 Main Street, Vancouver,  
to find out how we can best help you.

common belief or popular opin-
ion. With 100 films featuring 
stories like that of a Chinese art-
ist dissident in Ai Weiwei: Never 
Sorry, to an all-female Iraqi bas-
ketball team in Salaam Dunk, 

Elyse Freeborn, women's studies  
student at Langara.

one thing’s for sure – those sit-
ting next to each other will be 
sharing in the same experience, 
even if they don’t agree on the 
outcome.

Making Waves a “Spotlight on 
Canadian Women in Documen-
tary” is a full-day event with pan-
els and will be capped off with a 
gala. Through panel discussions 
and screenings, such as Brishkay 
Ahmed’s new film Story of Burqa: 
Case of a Confused Afghan, the 
seminal work of Canadian wom-
en documentary filmmakers will 

From left to right: Ai Weiwei: Never Sorry, Story of Burqa: Case of a Confused Afghan and Salaam Dunk.

tary Film Festival is happening. 
All across town, on bus stops, in 
buses themselves, in newspapers 
and on television the festival is 
doing a promotional blitz never 
seen before.

From May 4 to 13, films from 
around the world will grace the 
screens of venues such as Vancity 
theatre, Pacific Cinémathèque, St. 
Andrew's-Wesley United Church 
and even the cozy Subeez Café on 
Homer Street. The festival expects 
to have hundreds of moviegoers 
fill seats in the 10 day festival. 

happens in isolation,” so it’s fit-
ting that since the late 90s DOXA, 
via The Documentary Media So-
ciety, is dedicated to showcasing 
independent documentaries to 
Vancouverites. 

“Anyone who has ever sat in a 
packed theatre knows exactly 
what it feels like to be a part of 
a huge human organism,” says 
Woodend. “DOXA is a festival for 
the people, not just in the films 
that we show, but the way that 
we choose to show them.”

Doxa is a Greek word meaning 
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Commonality sought at 2012 DOXA Documentary Film Festival

May 1–22, 2012

This month is Asian Heritage 
Month, which brings a good deal 
of Asian-themed events, such 
as the Korean Dance Festival, 
Shamisen & Odori: The Music and 
Dance of Kabuki and the I Can’t 
Believe It’s Not Butter Chicken! 
Sketch Show. Other notable 
events are: the First Nations-
themed play, Storyweaving, Fla-
menco Festival and Norwegian 
Constitution Day.

* * *
World Poetry  
International Festival
May 4–26
Various Venues
604-526-4729 (Ariadne)
www.worldpoetry.ca

Celebrate poetry that traverses 
cultures and languages. This 
year’s festival theme is peace and 
aims to focus on youth. Poetry 
and artwork displays are avail-
able at UBC. Poetry readings are 
held at the Richmond Cultural 
Centre and New Westminster 
Public Library. See website for 
details.  Open to the public.

* * *
16th Annual Korean  
Dance Festival
Vancouver Korean Dance Society
Sat., May 5, 7 p.m.–9 p.m.
Red Robinson Shaw Theatre
2080 United Blvd., Coquitlam
604-219-5362
www.explorasian.org

An evening of traditional Korean 
dance presentations, entitled 
“Enchantment.” The performanc-
es combine new and traditional 
dance styles, blending the fan 
dance, drum dance and modern 
dance altogether. Tickets $30.50–
$60.50.

* * *
8th Annual International  
Jondo Flamenco Festival
May 6–25
Various Venues
604-767-5522
www.flamenco.ca

Join in the month-long festivi-
ties of dance and culture. Look 
forward to concerts, workshops 
and a flamenco competition from 
May 14–16.  There is also a dance 
fusion performance from the Per-
sian and Flamenco traditions on 
May 6. See website for details and 
schedules. Tickets for individual 
shows range from $11–$65.

* * *
I Can’t Believe It’s Not Butter 
Chicken! Sketch Show
South Asian Arts
Bollywood Shenanigans
May 9–12
CBC Studio 700
700 Hamilton St., Vancouver
778-968-1254
www.bollywoodshenanigans.com

A Bollywood-filled live com-
edy sketch show covering topics 
ranging from race to diaspora to 
parental expectations and more.  
Its organizers aim to build an 
artistic forum to foster knowl-
edge of South Asian culture and 
inspire social consciousness. See 
website for show times and de-
tails. Tickets $20.

* * *
Epic: Sustainable Living Expo
May 11–13
Vancouver Convention Centre
1055 Canada Place, Vancouver
604-695-5001
www.vancouver.epicexpo.com

Learn all about sustainable liv-
ing. There are over 300 envi-
ronmental-friendly companies 
with goods ranging from beauty 
products, food and beverage, 
transport, technology and more.  
There will also be speakers, mu-
sical performances, comedians 
and artists to inform and enter-
tain visitors. Advanced tickets: 
adults $12, students and seniors 
$9, children under 12 are free.  
3-day passes also available.

* * *
Storyweaving
May 11–13 & 18–20
Vancouver Aboriginal  
Friendship Centre
1607 E. Hastings St., Vancouver
604-628-5672
www.vancouvermovingtheatre.com

Weaving First Nation memories 
from the past into the future.  
Witness a multi-disciplinary the-
atrical performance, filled with 
songs, dances, history and cul-
ture of the Coast Salish peoples.  
It tells the story of an old man –  
The Old One, and his life’s jour-
ney.  See website for show times.  
Admission by donation, $0–$20.  
Limited seating.

* * *
Shamisen & Odori: The  
Music and Dance of Kabuki
Sat., May 12, 8 p.m.
Sun., May 13, 2 p.m.
SFU Goldcorp Centre for the Arts
149 W. Hastings St., Vancouver
604-607-5978
www.tomoearts.org

Experience the traditional art of 
Japanese Kabuki Theatre, accom-
panied by live shamisen music.  
The performance features male-
form dances, focusing on Edo 
era stories and culture. There is 
also a lecture and demonstra-
tion on May 11 at 6:30 p.m. and a 
Kabuki dance class on May 12 at 1 
p.m.  Tickets $32, standing room 
or limited vision seats $15 at the 
door.

* * *
Mother’s Day Concert
Sun, May 13, 2 p.m.
Massey Theatre
735 Eight Ave.,  
New Westminster
604-685-6785
www.nwso.ca

Celebrate Mother’s Day with a con-
cert from the New Westminster 
Symphony Orchestra.  The reper-
toire includes Rossini, Debussy, 
Shostakovich and Mendelssohn. 
Admission by donation.

* * *
Sam Sullivan’s Public Salon 
Global Civic Policy Society

by PhoEbE Yu

Wed., May 16, 7:30 p.m.–9:00 p.m.
Vancouver Playhouse
600 Hamilton St., Vancouver
604-684-2787
www.globalcivic.org

Hosted by former Vancouver 
mayor, Sam Sullivan, The Pub-
lic Salon presents public policy 
ideas and promotes public dis-
cussions on them. The speak-
ers this time around include: Jas 
Johal, Global TV journalist; Chip 
Wilson, founder of Lululemon; Dr. 
Unjali Malhotra from Women’s 
Health; Carolyn Chan & Clancy 
Dennehy from Butoh Dance, and 
more.  Online tickets $16, $20 at 
the door, pre-salon dinner and 
premier circle ticket $90.

* * *
Modes and Improvisations  
in Aural Traditions
Vancouver Inter-Cultural  
Orchestra
Wed., May 16, 7p.m.
Vancouver Public Library
350 W. Georgia St., Vancouver
604-331-3716
www.vpl.ca

Composer-performer Ali Razmy 
presents a lecture-performance.  
Razmy specializes in the musi-
cal traditions of the Middle East 
and teaches non-Western modes 
and improvisation techniques to 
musicians trained in the Euro-
American tradition.  Open to the 
public.

* * *
Norwegian Constitution Day
Thurs., May 17, 6 p.m.
Scandinavian Community Centre
6540 Thomas St., Burnaby
604-294-2777
www.scandinaviancentre.org

Celebrate Norway’s most impor-
tant holiday, which marks the 
day when the Norwegian consti-
tution was officially ratified on 
May 17, 1814. Bar opens at 6 p.m. 
and dinner starts at 7 p.m. Tick-
ets: $35 adults, $15 children under 
12 years.

* * *
34th Annual  
Western Canadian-Croatian 
Folklore Festival
May 20–22
Various Venues
info@toks.ca
www.toks.ca

Celebrate Croatian culture and 
traditions. This year’s festival 
features a Friday night social 
($10), the Festival Concert (ad-
vanced tickets $20, $35 at the 
door), a Saturday night banquet 
($45), Sunday morning mass and 
a Sunday night banquet ($55).  
See website for details.  

Elyse Freeborn, women's studies  
student at Langara.

Members of comedy sketch I Can't Believe It's Not Butter Chicken!
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Since 1970, Earth Day has been 
promoting global environmental 
awareness every April 22nd.  It is 
celebrated by over half a billion 
people in 17 countries according 
to Earth Day Network.  EDN is 
associated with 17,000 organi-
zations worldwide and engages 
tens of thousands of educators.

We can see the results with 

just one of Vancouver’s Earth Day 
celebrations organized by a group 
of Windermere High School stu-
dents who call themselves, “Youth 
for Climate Justice Now.”  After a 
parade down Commercial Drive, 
there were info booths, speakers 
and entertainment in Grandview 
Park at Charles and Commercial.

In the photo we see a windmill 

Street Photography by Denis Bouvier

The Source is looking to fill both 
paid and volunteer positions

available positions:
writer/journalist

layout artist
photographer

send your resume to 
info@thelasource.com

Join The Source

The Source Newspaper / Le journal La Source is a bilingual 
and multicultural newspaper that investigates major 
events in all of Vancouver’s communities, using both  
of Canada’s official languages. Recently, The Source /  
La Source was awarded the 2011 Cultural Harmony Award, 
Organization Category, by the City of Vancouver,  
as recognition for our work building bridges between  
our communities.

created by Windermere students.  
As their sign on the windmill states, 
they were “able to create a func-
tional, sustainable piece of art with 
a few bolts, string, glue and pop 
cans.  We, the youth, are realizing 
more about the climate crisis and 
wanted to send an inspiring mes-
sage to the community.  Together, 
we can achieve anything.  Every day 

is Earth Day.”  The windmill was 
pulled through the parade by the 
unusual pedal bike on its left side.

A prominent focus in this year’s 
Earth Day was opposition to 3 ma-
jor oil pipelines from Alberta’s tar 
sands:  the Keystone XL to the US, 
the Enbridge Northern Gateway 
to Kitimat, and the expansion of 
the Kinder Morgan Trans Moun-

tain to Burnaby.  A youth-initi-
ated petition was designed to 
support this opposition.

Bravo for today’s involved 
youth!  I think their purpose is 
well summed up in a statement 
that was written on a pathway 
in Grandview Park: “We are the 
ones we have been waiting for.”
Don Richardson
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