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í hǎo mā? I fumbled over the 
basic greeting in Mandarin 

for the third time. I was in a cof-
fee shop on Hornby Street with 
a young Taiwanese woman 
named Jian. She was teaching 
me basic Mandarin in exchange 
for English-speaking practice. 
Even at her high level, she felt 
the same nervousness and con-
fusion I felt. Undeterred, I re-
peated what Jian had taught me 

“Ní hǎo mā?” meaning “How are 
you?” in English.

Learning a foreign language 
depends on one thing above 
all: frequency. How often you 
speak, hear, read and write 
something determines how 
well you can understand and 
use it. I saw a Chinese couple at 
the coffee shop looking at me 
and giggling. I persevered, “Ní 
hǎo mā?” 

I grew up speaking only Eng-
lish but now have a job where I 
need to deal with many inter-
national clients, so I thought 
that knowing some Chinese 
might benefit me. Through a 
language exchange website, I 
found Jian. A week later, I was 
learning my first words of 
Mandarin.

In my first lesson, I learned 
how to ask someone’s name 
as well as give my own. I also 
learned to say “hello” and 

“goodbye.” Admittedly, it was 
a little disheartening to find 
out that the Taiwanese simply 
say “hi” and “bye-bye.” It did 
not sound very Chinese and 
seemed lazy. At my insistence, 
Jian taught me something a bit 
more formal and less English-
sounding.

I made notes in my note-
book, writing words down in 
the English alphabet as well 
as in the Chinese phonetic 
script. Learning complex Chi-
nese characters would have to 
wait until I could speak more. 
I have always believed that 
a language is a tool for com-

N

tudents in B.C. are gearing up 
for school. Other students in 

countries like China and Korea 
are also preparing to head back 
to school to study a curriculum 
identical to that of B.C. students, 
but without the expense or in-
convenience of travelling to 
Canada. 

Offshore School Programs 
offer students abroad the op-
portunity to study under a 
B.C. curriculum with English 
as the language of instruction. 
There are currently 37 certified 
B.C. offshore schools in China, 
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Egypt, Korea, Thailand, Qatar 
and Colombia. The B.C. Minis-
try of Education states that the 
offshore schools program helps 
build strong international rela-
tionships that help develop cul-
tural, economic and research 
opportunities.

Home advantage, 
international insight
For Chris Ge, being educated 
at a B.C. offshore school helped 
him better understand both 
Western and Chinese culture. 
He was one of the first students 
to graduate from Maple Leaf 
International School in 1999 in 

Dalian, China, where he spent 
four years at boarding school. 
His parents originally sent him 
there so he could learn English, 
and then move abroad for uni-
versity. Many of his classmates, 
he suggests, went to the school 
for similar reasons.

Larry Simpson, principal of BIS 
Canada in Seongnam, South Ko-
rea, says that their school started 
so families wouldn’t have to be 
separated. He adds that many 
South Korean students are sent 
overseas to receive an English 
education, which, according to 
research by Leah Petersen and 
Jeeson Park-Saltzmanon, can 

wreak havoc on a family and 
raise challenges like discrimina-
tion, cultural conflict, and an un-
clear sense of identity.

“[Here] the family wouldn’t have 
to be broken up and most stu-
dents would remain Korean and 
they would have the support of 
their family and culture as you’re 
dealing with this very strange 
curriculum,” says Simpson.

George Watson, superinten-
dent of Maple Leaf Educational 
Systems, says that they offer stu-
dents an opportunity to study 
and graduate from a B.C. curricu-
lum and most of their graduates 

Language 
Exchange

B.C. offshore schools provide Canadian 
curriculum to far-flung students 

Ph
ot

o 
by

 e
as

te
nh

uh
, F

lic
kr

Discover  
the Vancouver  
Fringe Festival

Page 5 Surrey artist reaches  
below the surface

Page 6

Libraries ease 
integration
Page 3



2 The Source Vol 13 No 27 | August 27–September 10, 2013

boss, with foreigners, I do speak 
their way.”

“We just spend more time 
studying English, while we’re 
studying the academic course-
work,” he says.

Simpson says that children are 
quite flexible. 

“We often tell our parents, your 
children understand this system 
much better than you. They’re 
able to bridge the gap better than 
you can, and much better than 
we can as well,” he says.

At Maple Leaf, Watson says 

 She is certainly not the first or 
the last Senate member to find 
herself in the right place at the 
right time during official travels. 
It’s not reason enough to give her 
a pass, but the virulence of the 
media storm surrounding this 
issue surprises me a bit. As I said 
at the start, it must be because 
it’s summertime.

It is as though someone timed 
this news report on purpose, 
perhaps in order to draw all 
eyes to the Senate at this very 
period in time. And not kind 
eyes. No! Eyes full of anger and 
ready to get even. Could it be 
that this sorry episode is akin to 
the straw that broke the camel’s 
back? Well, the Harper govern-
ment will surely have to pay a 
price in the short term, but is 
it possible that this senatorial 
scandal will lead the same gov-
ernment to arm itself with argu-
ments and finally move forward 
toward Senate reforms? It’s not 
unthinkable. We’ll probably 
hear about it when the govern-
ment unveils its political agen-
da, at the next Speech from the 
Throne.

But I want to get back to the 
media space this issue has occu-
pied over the past few weeks. A 
U.S. poll gives us a peek at what 
people think when it comes to 
the role of media. It explains a 
bit about why media focus so 
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My Turn

Excessive media attention 
or a sign of the times?

A teacher teaching children at a B.C. offshore school.

Senator Pamela Wallin has  
been subjected to excessive  
media attention.

aybe it’s because the whole 
thing reached a climax in 

the middle of summer – a time 
when even political media seem 
to be on holiday – but, really, this 
expenses business at the Senate 
has received unusual attention. 
Don’t think for a minute that I 
am trying to be an apologist for 
deeds done. If illegal acts were 
committed, well, guilty parties 
will have to pay. But why all of 
this attention? 

Reading and listening to the 
very many reports on Senator 
Pamela Wallin’s travel habits and 
expense reports, I recognized 
in them certain behaviours that 
aren’t exclusive to Sen. Wallin. 
True, eyebrows may be raised by 
the whole business, as Sen. Wal-
lin’s numerous and so-called 
work-related expenses are, it 
seems, clearly not related. But as 
for some of her other expenses  –  
a little meeting or two, in her offi-
cial role, which by chance coincid-

ed with some partisan activity in 
the neighbourhood – she wouldn’t 
be the first to make use of that ploy.

M

enroll in Canadian universities.
“This is a direct economic boost 

to the provincial economy and 
has many long term advantages 
as well,” Watson says.

Life at a B.C. Offshore School
At BIS Canada, students are ex-
pected to speak English once 
they enter the school gates, and 
there’s more of an emphasis to-
ward inquiry-based learning.

“Offshore Schools” from page 1

much on our leaders. In fact, ac-
cording to Pew Research Centre, 
and bearing in mind that our 
neighbours south of the border 
are quite critical, more than two-
thirds think the guard dog role 
played by media blocks our lead-
ers from doing what they should 
not do.

 As for the rest, the poll doesn’t 
shine a very bright light on the 
media. Only a very small per-
centage of Americans think that 
media are factual, fair or inde-

pendent. This might explain why 
non-traditional media are gain-
ing in popularity.

 But back to Sen. Wallin and the 
political class in general. They 
will have to get used to the fact 
that journalists will, more than 
ever, keep spotlights on their be-
haviour whenever their actions 
don’t pass the test of integrity. It 
seems to be one of their last en-
trenchments.

 
Translation Monique Kroeger 

immersed in Canadian culture 
while he was at Maple Leaf. But 
when he first came to Canada 
for university, he realized that 
he had an advantage compared 
to other Chinese students who 
had just come to Canada and 
hadn’t gone to an international 
school.

“I think they would have a leg 
up on their peers,” says Simp-
son, when talking about BIS 
students. He believes his stu-
dents remain rooted in Korean 
culture, even though they’ve 
received a Western education. 
That experience is different 
from ‘in-between’ kids who 
have spent a number of years 
abroad. In their mind, Simpson 
says, they’re Canadian, yet their 
parents are still deeply rooted 
in Korea.

Ge doesn’t have the confusion 
in-between kids do. He still feels 
Chinese first, but also under-
stands the Western culture. He’s 
able to navigate between cul-
tures with ease. When he worked 
for Dell in China, he was able to 
mediate problems in his depart-
ment and communicate with 
both his Chinese and Western 
colleagues. 

“It never happened to me, the 
question whether they think me 
more Chinese or more Western,” 
Ge recounts. “When I speak to 
Chinese people, like my Chinese 
friends…they thought of me as a 
Chinese. But when I deal with my 

In Korea, Simpson explains 
that big organizations like Sam-
sung, Hyundai and LG look for 
people who have a foreign edu-
cation because they seem to 
have a bit more creativity. So, he 
believes the real advantage stu-
dents receive is a lesson in how 
to become global citizens.

When he first started studying 
at Maple Leaf, Ge thought that he 
was merely learning English at 
the school. 

“But now, I do feel that the cul-
ture is the most important thing I 
learned from being in an interna-
tional school,” he says.

For Ge, his high school years 
shaped his value system and al-
lowed him to understand West-
ern culture while retaining his 
Chinese identity.
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Similarly, Ge and his class-
mates had to speak English dur-
ing classes, but would revert to 
speaking Mandarin during their 
free time or at the dormitories. 
He recalls that the transition was 
difficult in the beginning, but he 
adjusted quickly after his first 
year at Maple Leaf.

students are not immersed in 
Canadian culture, but over time 
develop an understanding of 
the Western education system 
and have confidence to think for 
themselves.

Life after B.C. offshore school
At first, Ge didn’t feel he was 

Larry Simpson, principal of BIS Canada.
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munication, not something 
to be memorized. I endured 
five unenlightening years of 
the Vancouver School Board’s 
French classes and developed 
a distaste for book-learning a 
language. I still remember my 
first failed attempt at French 
communication during a visit 
to Québec immediately after 
finishing high school. I had 
been an A student, but I could 
not even complete a transac-
tion in a doughnut shop with-
out resorting to English.

A few weeks and a few les-
sons later, I was at my grocery 
store picking up food for the 
week. Once I had established 
that the lady at the cash regis-
ter was indeed from mainland 
China, I knew it was time to 
practise.

“Nǐ jiaò shé mo míng ze?” I 
asked her name, feeling pleased 
with my effort.

The grocer looked at me 
confused for a moment, slowly 
trying to piece together what I 
was saying. My pronunciation 
must have been way off. Doubt 
crept in. I can only imagine 
what it sounded like to her. My 
cheeks started to feel warm as 
I hoped she would understand 
me. In Mandarin, the slight-
est miscalculation in tone and 
your mother (mā) suddenly 
transforms into a horse (mǎ) 
or hemp (má).

But she understood. We 
had a short exchange before 
I switched back to English. It 
ended much like my early expe-
riences in Québec, but this time 
I felt a sense of accomplishment 
rather than embarrassment. 

Today, we have all the re-
sources needed to immerse 
ourselves in another language; 
classrooms are no longer the 

Verbatim from page 1

sole place of learning. Radio, tv 
and film are all readily avail-
able online. But most impor-
tantly, there are people. It does 
not take much to pick up a few 
words at a time, talk to some-
one and ask them how their 
horse is doing. I mean how 
their hemp is doing. No, moth-
er. Ask them how their mother 
is doing. 

Languages deciphering  
the message.
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IMC Global Inc. is offering a position of Payment 
Clerk and Office Assistance where you can earn 
extra income at your flexible schedule plus benefits 
that takes only little of your time.

Requirements
* Must have access to the internet
* Must be efficient and dedicated

Send your resumes to : 
hrimcglobalinckbates@gmail.com

This great opportunity is limited.

JOB OFFERING

Nine-year-old Garren Bains browses 
through a book on the weekend. 

Libraries welcome immigrants to their new community
ibraries are an important part 
of helping newcomers ground 

themselves in their new communi-
ties. One of the first things Patricia 
Wilensky’s daughter, Eve, did when 
she moved abroad for school was 
go to a library and get a library card. 

“That was very smart of her to do,” 
says Wilensky, who has lived in the 
Sunset community in south Van-
couver since 1986. 

Settling in
“When people come to the library 
and ask for a card, we ask them for 
some piece of identification. They 
say, ‘I will have it soon, but I just 
got here two days ago.’ It is an ur-
gent feeling for some people to get 
connected with the library once 
they move to a new place,” says 
Jinder Johal, the librarian at South 
Hill branch.

Johal has been at South Hill 
branch since 2008, but has been 
a librarian since 1990. Over the 
past 20 to 30 years, she has no-
ticed her Sunset neighbourhood 
grow more and more diverse, 
with new immigrants particu-
larly from South Asian countries, 
including Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, 
Philippines and India. 

South Hill Library works with 
local community agencies, such 
as Progress Intercultural Services 
(PICS), South Vancouver Neigh-

bourhood House and Multicultural 
Helping House, to help new im-
migrants settle into Canadian life. 
These agencies, neighbours and 
friends tell new immigrants to go 
to the library, says Johal.

Stats Canada reported in its 
2011 census that visible minorities 
accounted for the highest propor-
tion of any provincial population 
is British Columbia, where they 
numbered nearly 1.2 million or 27 
per cent. Combined, the three larg-
est visible minority groups in 2011 –  
South Asians, Chinese and Blacks –  
accounted for 61 per cent of the 
visible minority population. The 
next most populous groups were 
Filipinos, Latin Americans, Arabs, 
Southeast Asians, West Asians, Ko-
reans and Japanese. In 2011, 73 per 
cent of the immigrants reported 
they had a mother tongue other 
than French or English.

Those statistics are on par with 

by FloREnCE hwanG

L
the South Hill Library branch’s fig-
ures, which has the second visible 
minority highest population with 
79 per cent of its patrons. 80 per 
cent of the Fraserview branch’s 
patrons are from a visible minor-
ity. According to Environics Anya-
lytics, 69 per cent of the South 
Hill Library community report a 
mother tongue other than English 
or French. The three top languages 
are Chinese, Punjabi and Tagalog.

Growing up with books 
When Patricia Wilensky comes to 
the South Hill branch and sees Kids 
Storytime, it reminds her of when 
she brought her daughters at a 
young age, also for Storytime. Most 
people are introduced to libraries 
when they are children. Parents 
are becoming aware of the culture 
of reading through their children, 
who are developing a love of read-
ing. South Hill Branch’s community 
has the second highest number of 
children between ages 0 and 14 in 
Vancouver neighbourhoods. 

“If teachers take students to li-
braries, kids will start picking up 
books. Eventually these kids read 
these books and eventually learn 
to love reading,” says Johal. “Pro-
viding access [to literature] is key. 
Adults who are passionate about 
reading tell kids about good books.”

Nine-year-old Garren Bains 
is checking out some books for 
school, but not for homework. He is 
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preparing for a trivia game called 
“Battle of the Books” organized by 
his school, John Oliver. Children 
are required to read five books 
over the summer.

“When we go to school, our teach-
er will ask us questions about the 
books we read,” says Garren, who 
will be going into Grade 5 this fall.

Garren loves reading adven-
ture books because he wants to 
find out what’s going to happen 
next. His father Charlie says Gar-
ren is an avid reader.

“Garren just likes to read,” says 
Charlie, who has been living in the 
community for the past 35 years, 
since he came from India. 

Garren says he usually takes out 
eight books. If he’s really interest-
ed in the books, he can read them 
all within a couple of weeks. When 
his family went on a trip this sum-
mer, he took out a lot of books. He 
comes to the library about three 
times a week during the school 
year because he loves spending 
time in the library.

“It’s pretty quiet here. You can al-
ways read. At home, it’s noisy. My 
mom’s on the stove on, she’s vacu-
uming. It’s busy,” says Garren. 

Lata Ben also comes to the li-
brary to make use of its resources. 
Ben has been coming to the South 
Hill Library branch since she came 
to Canada in 1991. Aside from using 
the library’s computers, she also 
brings her two sons to the library. 

They take out children’s books, 
cartoon books and video games.

“We use the library all year-
round. It doesn’t matter the sea-
son. We come here several times a 
week,” says Ben.

A place to meet
Patricia Wilensky has always been 
a reader. Wilensky, a psychologist 
by trade, doesn’t think the new 
technology of electronic books 
will diminish the use of libraries. 
Wilensky and her two daughters 
bought e-readers last year, but 
they still like to visit the library.

“I’m so used to meeting people 
here, looking through the shelves. 
I don’t think that books will be re-
placed by kindles,” says Wilensky.

Recently, a new initiative called 
NewToBC was launched to pro-
mote resources, services and pro-
grams available to newcomers. 
Vancouver Public Library is a part-
ner in this project. NewToBC is part 
of the Urban Libraries Settlement 
Partnership (ULSP). Public Library 
InterLink manages ULSP, which is 
funded through a memorandum 
of understanding agreement be-
tween the Ministries of Education 
and Jobs, Training and Innovation.

“I think the library is a commu-
nity building place where people 
meet others. There are book clubs 
where people to meet each other 
to discuss literature and ideas,” 
says Johal.



4 The Source Vol 13 No 27 | August 27–September 10, 2013

From January to April 2000, 
residents of Cochabamba re-
volted. Protests culminated in 
a four-day general strike. Police 
and military repression resulted 
in many injuries and the death 
one high school student, Victor 
Hugo Daza. In the end, the water 
privatization was reversed. The 
people won because they mobi-
lized with huge numbers and de-
termination. 

This is not to say that Nestlé’s ac-
tions are analogous to Bechtel’s in 
Bolivia. But we do need to respond 
with serious action – and with an-
ger. I mean, they’re taking our wa-
ter for free, bottling it and selling it 
back to us. 

Water is life. So when the Mi-
chael Walkers of the world and 
their corporate friends are work-
ing 24/7 to reduce H2O to just an-
other commodity for their prof-
its, we have to fight back like we 
mean it. 

here’s a memorable line by 
Fraser Institute founder 

Michael Walker in The Corpora-
tion, a documentary film made 
by Vancouver’s Joel Bakan, that 
captures perfectly the extreme 
mindset of those who put profits 
above people and the planet.

“It sounds like you’re advocat-
ing private ownership of every 
square inch of the planet,” an in-
terviewer asked Walker. 

“It sounds outlandish to say 
[but] we want to have the whole 
universe, the whole of the earth 
owned,” he replied. 

Land, water, air – and every 
other substance on Earth and 
beyond. Walker is merely ex-
pressing the logic underlying the 
whole global system, dominated 
as it is by the demands of capital 
accumulation. 

Now, corporations haven’t 
quite privatized the whole uni-
verse, but their power and reach 
has achieved galactic propor-
tions. And here in B.C. we’ve re-
cently learned of just how deep 
corporate power has gone. 

It turns out the multinational 
Nestlé has been taking over 265 
million litres of B.C. freshwater 
from the aquifer that supplies 
Hope and the surrounding area. 
They’ve been bottling the water, 
and selling it across western Cana-
da. And they’ve taken it all for free. 

Nestlé, unsurprisingly, has 
been expanding the size of this 
operation. 

“We’ve had meetings with the 
town council and it was never 
designed to be a large plant ... 
now it’s a 24-7 operation and it 

T Nations in Hope and the Fraser 
Valley have expressed their con-
cerns. 

The response from the provin-
cial government has been tepid 
at best. I haven’t heard a peep 
about this from Christy Clark, 
who I guess is busy enjoying her 
summer by-election victory lap. 
The Ministry of Environment has 
indicated there will finally be 
regulation implemented in 2014, 
with a proposed Water Sustain-
ability Act. 

No one in B.C. should be qui-
eted by vague government prom-
ises right now, however. Nestlé 
has been robbing us blind, and 
the least we can do is mobilize 
and show some real outrage. Sus-
tained public protest is the only 
way to ensure meaningful regu-
lation is enacted. 

Water, a fundamental basis 
of life on Earth, should never be 
privatized or allowed to be loot-
ed for private profits. It’s an es-
sential part of the commons that 
should be held in trust to meet 
the needs of all. 

Worldwide, many battles have 
been fought in recent decades 
to protect water. Perhaps the 
most noteworthy was the 2000 

‘Water War’ in Cochabamba, Bo-
livia. In that impoverished coun-
try, the multinational corpora-
tion Bechtel conspired with the 
right-wing governor to enact 
a plan involving a World Bank 
financed dam and new water 
rates, in which Bechtel would 
retain the right even to collect 
rainwater and then charge the 
locals for its use. 

Nestlé’s looting of B.C. water 
requires a serious response

DERRiCk o'kEEFE

Left Bank

Water’s shelf life: is the clock ticking?

was never designed to be that,” 
said Sue Savola, a local activist 
with Kw’o:kw’e:hala Eco Retreat, 
in an interview with Global TV. 

The extent of this H2O plunder-
ing is not even the worst part of 
it; the truly shocking thing is that 
Nestlé hasn’t even broken any laws. 

It turns out the B.C. Water Act –  
passed into law in 1909! – does 
not require charging for ground-
water withdrawals. Actually it 
doesn’t even require tracking 
them at all. B.C. is operating with 
a century-old law and the bottled 
water industry, which has really 
only emerged in the past couple 
of decades, is shamelessly ex-
ploiting the loophole. 

“It’s really the Wild West out 
here in terms of groundwater,” 
Linda Nowlan of the World Wild-
life Fund Canada told the Prov-
ince newspaper.

In the wake of these revela-
tions, local residents and First 
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Need the skills to find  
a job? We can help!
Design a fantastic resume and cover letter, fine tune your interview 
techniques, learn valuable skills to succeed in the Canadian 
workplace, gain insight into the job market, access special services 
for skilled works – all at NO COST. The Progressive Intercultural 
Community Services (PICS) Society, Vancouver Branch, has been 
helping immigrants and newcomers to Canada for over 14 years !

Our Group Job Search Workshops are a flexible, 5 module rotating 
program, running weekly, with 16 sessions each month. This 
includes basic computer orientation, with instruction on using Word 
and Excel, and accessing the Internet. Workshops are held within a 
culturally diverse environment, led by qualified facilitators. 

Past and current E.I. receipients are always welcome. Knowledgeable 
case managers are available to guide you through the process of 
reaching your career goals.

PICS Vancouver also offers one-on-one employment assistance,  
paid on-the-job work experience through our Wage Subsidy 
program, and a one-stop Career Centre with a broad range of job 
hunting resources. Funding for all programs is provided by the 
Ministry of Social Development, Employment and Labour Market 
Services Division.

Please call 604-324-7733, go to  
www.pics.bc.ca, or visit us at  
200-8161 Main Street, Vancouver, to 
find out how we can best help you.

f it is culture you are looking for, 
the Vancouver Fringe Festival 

has it, and has it in spades. Wheth-
er you want laughs, story tell-
ing, self-revelations – or all three 
rolled into one – the festival is 
set to deliver. We’ve chosen three 
shows that are the work of home-
grown talent and deal with cul-
ture as their predominant theme. 

“Skating on thin lies” 
Growing up Moni   
(Havana Theatre,  
September 6–14)
Growing up Moni is anything 
but lies. Instead, it holds up for 
ridicule the stereotyping, comic 
awkwardness and cultural igno-
rance that author Monica Mus-
telier has encountered when it 
comes to ‘mainstream’ thinking 
and people’s lack of understand-
ing of other cultures. 

I

Vancouver Fringe Festival a place of discovery
Festival Preview

by DaniEllE MaCCaRthY
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 Mythical mixing of all proportions.

What lies beneath the surface? 

So....you speak Puerto Rican, right?

mother’s side, and yet at the same 
time a native Vancouverite able to 
cite Commercial Drive as her old 
stomping grounds, this one-wom-
an-show is a reflection on the per-
sonal journey for identity. 

Told through nine different 
characters, five of which are the 
progresssively maturing char-
acters of ‘Moni’ herself, plus her 

‘politely rascist’ guidance coun-
sellor, Mr Mcphee, her quirky and 
outlandish Jewish agent, Miriam 
Goldstein, and her Mami and 
Papi,  Growing up Moni combines 
funny and clever anecdotes from 
Musteler’s own life with a back-
drop of multimedia storytelling 
techniques.

“Skating on thin lies” and not 
“ice” was the way her Spanish-
speaking mother understood 
the expression, but it makes you 
think – accidental or otherwise –   
that perhaps there is a kernel of 
truth there.  Mustelier makes 
you realise it is about enjoying 
the journey, and laughing at the 
situation, at yourself, at the ste-
reotypes we form and which are 
formed about us, but above all 
having a sense of humour.

“Fighting for balance” 
A False Face  
(False Creek Gym,  
September 5–15)

“Be happy with winning a battle, 
don’t expect to win the war,” 
says Kitsilano-raised and now 
Toronto-based playwright Jeff 
D’Hondt. “Trying to cheat death 
and colonial rule are one and the 

same thing, essentially unavoid-
able truths that cannot be easily 
overcome.” 

The title of A False Face comes 
from the idea of a mask and the 
ambiguity it possesses. It is also 
a direct reference to Aboriginal 
spirituality and tradition. While 
masks can appear threatening, 
used in the right hands they are 
tools for healing. But where tra-
dition can be a force for good, it 
also has the potential to be ma-
nipulated, as much by those to 
whom it belongs as by those who 
are trying to oppress them. Dis-
cerning truths can be a process 
of self-revelation and can require 
courage to pull away the mask.

 Drawing on D’Hondt’s 20 
years of experience in the field 
of social work, A False Face re-
volves around two principal 
characters, both professionals 
in the mental healthcare field, 
who experience turbulence as 
their own lives follow distorted 
and uncomfortable paths. A 
commentary on the evolution of 
the self, insight and even accep-
tance, the play deals with gain-
ing perspective on your experi-
ences, taking yourself to task 
and dealing with dark forces. 

As searching and introspec-
tive as his play may be, one thing 
D’Hondt is definite about is the 
need to look forward. While gloss-
ing over uncomfortable histories 
is not the answer, there is a lot of 
hope left. Be sure to learn lessons 
and take strength from that.

“Calling citizens to art,  
not to arm!” 
Unexpected Guests  
(Net Loft, 
September 5–15)
With a great curiosity and love 
for stories and moved by the 
abundance of possibility for dia-
logue in the sharing of origins, 
Victoria’s Léonie Armstrong 
blends her own ancestral oral 
traditions with the First Nations 
traditions of her geographical 
birthplace and lets the spectacle 
unfold. Armstrong’s work seeks 
to break the fourth wall, involv-
ing the audience not merely as 
passive spectators, but as an in-
tegral part of the play. The choice 
of venue reflects that, mimick-
ing a longhouse or marketplace 
where people traditionally come 
to be together and share.

“There is no point in telling [a 
story] if there is no one there to 

hear it,” says Armstrong. 
The audience is invited into the 

Net Loft to witness a showdown 
between the trickster Raven, a 
symbol of the force of creation, 
and the Celtic goddess Morgan, a 
force of destruction. They may 
symbolize polar opposites, but 
when it comes down to it and fear 
and resentment of the ‘other’ sub-
sides, perhaps they share more in 
common than they realized? 

The play addresses the quest 
for meaning and identity, a con-
stantly renewing process, taking 
place in the here and now, weav-
ing together Celtic and First Na-
tions story-telling. The play en-
tices the audience into a magical 
world, re-entering a time of story-
telling, common to all cultures.

More to discover
These shows are just a few of the 
gems nestled in the Vancouver 
Fringe Festival line-up. Everyone 
has one – a culture, I mean – so 
take in others, explore your own 
and indulge in the nurturing of 
the senses that theatre brings.

More information and  
showtimes can be found at  
www.vancouverfringe.com

Visit the Source online
www.thelasource.com
Twitter: @thelasource Facebook: thelasource

“Oh, great lobster....in the 5 
star hotel we stayed in,” is the 
response Mustelier commonly 
receives when she tells people 
she is Cuban. Understandably, 
the conversation usually comes 
to a premature ending. The final 
straw comes when your boy-
friend’s well-meaning mother 
teaches you salsa dancing, just 
because you are Latin looking.

All too familiar with the strug-
gles of being a first-generation 
Canadian with proud parental 
and cultural ties to Cuba on her 
father’s side and Spain on her 
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A photo from Sawatzky’s Scatter Plots (2008–2009) series.

Focus on Local Artist
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Surrey artist captures the 
strange within the ordinary
by sonJa GRGaR themes that captivate her, such 

as the relationship between 
the virtual and the real, repre-
sentation and imagination.

She has found that unlike 
her oil painting, which seems 
to draw the viewers more to 
the details of technique, pho-
tography lures them beyond 
the surface and allows them 
to engage more with the ideas 
that emerge from the pictorial 
space. 

This process is particularly 
evident in Sawatzky’s Scat-
ter Plots (2008–2009) series, 
where photographs of trees 
were overlaid with a pattern 
of coarse pixelation in a colour 
similar to the leaves of the tree. 
From a distance, the image re-
sembles a windswept tree, yet 
up close it appears as primarily 
a pixel grid.

Sawatzky believes that Scat-
ter Plots invites us to question 
what is real and what consti-
tutes representation. It invigo-
rates our imagination by ask-
ing us to re-examine both the 
limits and the relevance of the 
very concept of reality.

Being bricolage
Sawatzky says that most of her 
work can be considered brico-
lage – the piecing together of 
various images, ideas and ap-
proaches. Her latest project, a 

Sawatzky is fascinated by 
how the contemporary hyper-
accessibility of digital photog-
raphy has made the act of tak-
ing and sharing photos a vital 
component of how we com-
municate and experience the 
world around us. However, she 
believes that the sheer excess 
of digital images results in an 
all too quick consumption of 
most photographs.

“I am interested in slow-
ing down this process of im-
age consumption by ‘making 
strange’ – inviting people to 
spend a little more time explor-
ing an image, and discovering 
different ways of seeing and ex-
periencing,” she says.

The medium is not 
necessarily the message
Though she has worked in oth-
er techniques such as oil paint-
ing and mixed media sculpture, 
Sawatzky has found photog-
raphy the most suitable match 
for her conceptual method. It 
is also most responsive to the 

coffee table-style book done 
for an academic assignment 
for her doctoral studies in 
communications at Simon Fra-
ser University, illustrates this 
tendency.

It explores the relationship 
between humanity and tech-
nology by establishing a dia-
logue between the main body 
of text and a wide range of im-
ages, poems, quotations, illus-
trations and diagrams. Much 
like the rest of Sawatzky’s opus, 
it’s designed to challenge and 
reinvent established ways of 
seeing.

“Good art is like good poetry, 
or an amazing dish: it is a trans-
formative experience of some 
kind,” she says.

To embark on the transformative 
journey that is Helma Sawatzky’s 
photography, check out the Arts 
2013: A Juried Exhibition of Visual 
Art on display at the Surrey Art 
Gallery until August 31st, and  
visit the artist’s website at  
www.helmasawatzky.com.

musician, graphic designer, 
photographer and academ-

ic, Helma Sawatzky proves that 
artistry thrives on versatility. 
The Dutch-born, Surrey-based 
artist recently won first place 
in the photography and new 
media category of the annual 
Art Council of Surrey Arts 2013 
Juried Exhibition of Visual Art. 

Reaching beyond the surface
The winning work, Trace Ele-
ments – untitled 2 (2013), exem-
plifies Sawatzky’s approach 
to photography, a medium she 
currently favours. She began 
by taking a conventional gar-
den snapshot, and then worked 
on reducing the image to the 
point of a trace. 

This reconfiguration of the 
original photograph allows 
viewers to discover new lines 
and textures within the piece, 
and to explore a newfound 
space within the image. Such 
an effect is well suited to an 
artist who isn’t interested in 
creating photographs with eas-
ily recognizable content.

“I am interested in how I can 
complicate this seamlessness, 
how I can introduce surface 
texture as it were or play with 
the idea of erosion or the no-
tion of a trace,” she says. 

International students  
at a glance

At UBC alone there are 8,440 
international students from 149 
different countries studying this 
school year (2012–2013).

A 2009 study conducted by 
Metropolis, a public policy 
network, discovered that there 
were 39,550 in Metro Vancou-
ver.  Of that number the highest 
percentage were Chinese at 28 
per cent and Korean at 23 per 
cent.  Saudi Arabians came a 
distant third at six per cent.  

Student studying at UBC.
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Vancouver through the eyes 
of international students

idely regarded as one of 
the world’s top cities to live 

in, international students from 
places likes Myanmar and Sin-
gapore are drawn to Vancouver 
because of its moderate climate, 
diverse cuisine and high quality 
of living. Adjusting to a new en-
vironment can be both exciting 
and challenging – for many stu-
dents, their time in Vancouver 
might serve as a life-changing 
cultural experience. 

First and lasting impressions
Eimon Yin, 22, moved to Vancou-
ver from her home in Myanmar 
to study economics and political 
science. She feels that Vancou-
ver’s diversity can help her bet-
ter understand how these topics 
shape our lives and identities. 

“[Vancouver] has a laid-back 
feel; people are kind, caring and 
respectful of others,” she says.

In her first year of university, 
Yin spent much of her time ex-
ploring tourist hotspots with 
her friends and actively learning 
more about the city. As she met 
fellow international students 
and Vancouverites, she was sur-
prised to find that not all were 
as enthusiastic as she was about 
traversing the city. 

“Some [Vancouverites] haven’t 
been downtown in years!” she 
says. 

Yin suggests that universi-
ties can become communities in 
themselves and that certain as-
pects of life at UBC may prevent 

international students from tru-
ly experiencing Vancouver.

Culture shock  
coming and going
For some students, Vancouver’s 
culture can be surprising or even 
shocking. For Singaporean stu-
dent Alison Njoo, 21, the lifestyle 
in Vancouver is less strict than in 
Singapore. 

“With less of a focus on disci-

by naoMi tsE

W
For other students, the culture 

shock is more apparent on their 
return home than on their arrival 
in Canada. With no agricultural 
programs available in Macau, 
Kelvin Kou decided to study food 
and environment at UBC. Kou, 23, 
plans on gaining significant expe-
rience in his field in the West be-
fore returning to China to pursue 
future opportunities. But since 
coming to Vancouver in 2009, 

I am in a position where I am not quite 
Canadian, but not completely Chinese either.
Kelvin Kou, international student from China“

pline, students are allowed to be 
more creative and express them-
selves more,” she says. 

Njoo, who plans to become an 
English teacher in a Singaporean 
private school, hopes to incorpo-
rate her Canadian experiences 
into her future teaching methods. 
Through participation in clubs at 
UBC, she has had the opportunity 
to learn the Chinese art of lion 
dancing and attend a traditional 
Japanese tea ceremony. 

But one of the most interest-
ing cultural experiences Njoo 
has had in Vancouver was her 
encounter with the LGBTQ 
community. 

“It was very shocking, actually,” 
she says, explaining that in con-
servative Singapore it is actually 
considered a crime to engage in 
consensual homosexual activity, 
so there is virtually no publicly 
visible LGBTQ community there. 

Kou feels that he has assimilated 
enough into Canadian culture to 
experience reverse culture shock. 

“I am in a position where I am 
not quite Canadian, but not com-
pletely Chinese either,” he says.
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The sunny summer days might 
be coming to a close, but there’s 
still some outdoor fun to be 
had before the rain sets in. Re-
lease your inner photographer 
and take part in the 12x12 Photo 
Marathon, join the South Asian 
Family Association for Bolly-
wood Under the Stars or check 
out all the shiny, expensive 
things at the Luxury Super-
car Weekend. At the very least 
do a food-cart walking tour – 
the calories will be balanced out 
by the exercise, right? 

* * *
Burnaby Outdoor Movie
Thursday, August 29,  
8:30–10:00 p.m.
Civic Square
6100 Willingdon Ave., Burnaby
www.burnaby.ca

Take a blanket and some friends 
and head down to Civic Square 
for the 1982 classic, E.T. Go early 
and catch Astronauts in our Com-
munity at 7:45 p.m., a special 
video introduction to the movie 
with NASA scientist Darlene Lim, 
plus a special message from Com-
mander Chris Hadfield to all B.C. 
kids who’ve been reading this 
summer. Free to the public.

* * *
12 x 12 Photo Marathon
Saturday, August 31,
10:00 a.m.–10:00 p.m.
JJ Bean
2206 Commercial Dr., Vancouver
vancouverphotomarathon.com

Recreational and professional 
photographers will each be as-
signed a 12-exposure roll of 
film with which to shoot twelve 
themes, one every hour, until 
10 p.m. Only one exposure is al-
lowed for each theme, and images 
must be in correct sequence and 
on time. Open to anyone with a 
35mm film camera. Tickets $36 + 
booking fee.

* * *

by  nataliE MunDY

August 27–September 10, 2013

11 days at various venues around 
the city. All artists receive 100 
per cent of regular box office rev-
enues generated during the fes-
tival. See website for tickets and 
schedules. 

* * *
Luxury Supercar Weekend
September 7–8, 
11:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
VanDusen Botanical 
Garden, Vancouver
5251 Oak St.
604-612-9784

Considered the most prestigious 
automobile lifestyle event in 
Canada, the weekend will attract 
automotive designers, race car 
drivers, celebrities, fashionistas 
and special guests. The grand 
finale will be the Shaughnessy 
Concours d’Elegance awarding 
trophies to the finest picks. Tick-
ets: $50 general, $100 V.I.P.

* * *
Off the Eaten Track
Tuesday–Friday until October 31, 
1:00–3:00 p.m.
200 Abbott St., Vancouver
778-918-4584
www.offtheeatentracktours.ca

This walking tour will take you to 
the best street-eating downtown 
has to offer. Enjoy more than ten 
samples from six different carts 
while learning about the history 
and culture of the largest food 
cart scene in Canada. Meet the 
owners and chefs and pass by 
some historic city landmarks on 
the way. Tickets: $45

* * *
The Tragically Hip
September 9, 10 and 12
Orpheum Theatre
601 Smithe St., Vancouver
www.ticketmaster.ca

The Hip, as they’re affection-
ately known to their legions of 
fans, play three nights at one of 
the most beautiful and intimate 
venues in the city. Word has it 
time hasn’t slowed these rockers 
down one bit – tickets are going 
fast, snag them now.

Smile! Photographers are everywhere.

Ph
ot

o 
Be

nj
am

in
 L

uk
, c

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 12

 x
 12

Va
nc

ou
ve

r P
ho

to
 M

ar
at

ho
n

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f M
ex

ic
o 

Fe
st

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f S
ou

th
 A

sia
n 

Fa
m

ily
 A

ss
oc

ia
tio

n

Desi Dhamaka and  
Bollywood Under the Stars
Saturday, August 31, 
2:00– 11:00 p.m.
Holland Park, 
10153 King George Blvd., 
Surrey
www.safa.ca

The South Asian Family Asso-
ciation is bringing fun and fam-
ily together with a fashion show, 
roti-making competition, kara-
race and more. The headlining 

* * *
Fringe Festival 
September 5–15
Around Vancouver
604-257-0350
www.vancouverfringe.com

The Vancouver Fringe is a cel-
ebration of every kind of theatre 
imaginable. 600 volunteers will 
support 800 performances over 

Mex-Van: a 2-way fiesta.

See the Tragically Hip live at the 
Orpheum September 9, 10 and 12.

Jassi Sidhu.

performer is U.K. superstar, Jassi 
Sidhu. Stick around afterwards 
for Bollywood Under the Stars. 
Open to the public. 

* * *
JCCGV Open House 
Until September 3
950 West 41st Ave., 
Vancouver
604-257-5111
jccgv.com 

The Jewish Community Centre of 
Greater Vancouver is opening its 
doors for facility tours, free yoga, 
bootcamp, fitness exercises, trial 
memberships, private planning 
sessions and a musical theatre 
show. Open to the public.

* * *
Fort Farm Fest at Fort Langley 
August 31 to September 1,
10:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m.
23433 Mavis Ave., Fort Langley
604-513-4777

www.pc.gc.ca/lhn-nhs/bc/lang-
ley/activ/activ2013.aspx#farmfest
Explore the heritage garden and 
feed the farm animals at an au-
thentic Hudson’s Bay Company 
fort built in 1827. Watch a barrel-
making demonstration, compete 
in the relay and take in some of the 
other farm-related activities. Ad-
mission: $7.80 adults, $3.90 youth, 
free for annual pass holders. 

* * *
MexicoFest
September 5–15
Around Vancouver
604-684-1859
mexicofest.ca/vancouver

The Consulate General of Mexi-
co, in coordination with CCIME 
Western Canada, the Mexican 
Tourism Board in Vancouver and 
the Mexican Trade Commission, 
invites you to embrace Mexi-
can food, culture and festivities 
in Vancouver. Dance, sing, eat 
and be merry during an exciting 
week of events, including Mexi-
can cinema, cuisine, a day-long 
Independence Day celebration at 
Canada Place and an Independen-
cia Gala dinner featuring Mexi-
can fashion house Pineda Covalin 
and music by Mariachi Estrella 
and Orquesta Vallarta. See web-
site for tickets and schedules. 

* * *
Pop Up Patio
Thursdays and Fridays 
while the weather holds, 
5:00–9:00 p.m.
The Westin Grand
433 Robson Street, 
Vancouver
604-602-1999

Perched above the bustling in-
tersection of Homer and Rob-
son, the sun-drenched poolside 
terrace of the Westin Grand will 
transform into a pop-up patio 
every Thursday and Friday un-
til the weather turns. BBQ, light 
menu and cocktails available. 
Open to the public. 
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Part of the VanDusen Botani-
cal Garden’s Touch Wood ex-
hibition, Nine Sentinels stand 
guard protecting their inner 
circle from intruders. They 
are nine beautifully preserved 
eight foot tall and two and a 
half foot wide wood shells sal-
vaged from rotting maple logs. 
The inner part of the shells 
has been sanded to an almost 
white effect while those facing 
outward have been left in their 
natural raw state. The gnarls 
in the wood look forbidding 
and heighten the effect of being 
fierce guardians. 

Nine Sentinels was created 
by North Vancouver artist 
Brent Comber, one of several 
of his works in the exhibition. 
There are 12 B.C. artists with 
more than two dozen works 
being showcased throughout 
the gardens as well as in the 
Visitor’s Centre. The works 
are reflective of VanDusen’s 
environmental mandate in 
that they are constructed 
from salvaged, recycled or 
scavenged wood. Wood is im-
portant in B.C. both economi-
cally and environmentally. It 
has been fundamental to the 
daily and spiritual life of the 
First Nations people of B.C.. 

All the participating artists 
have been inspired by B.C. for-
ests and are sensitive to their 
preservation. They have trans-
formed “found” wood to give it 
an artistic expression in a more 
natural environment. The set-

Nine 
Sentinels

was curated by Celia Duthie and 
Nicholas Hunt of the Duthie Gal-
lery on Salt Spring Island.

To view more of Brent Comber’s 
work, visit: www.brentcomber.com

Don Richardson

ting becomes an integral part of 
the installation, especially with 
the changing play of light in the 
gardens. It’s a joyful experience 
to be stimulated by the interplay 
of nature and art in the Touch 
Wood Exhibit.

Brent Comber is well known 
in Canada and his art using B.C. 
West Coast wood has been dis-
played from New York to Dubai 
to Shanghai. 

Touch Wood is currently show-
ing until September 30, 2013. It 

Street Photography by Denis Bouvier

Advertise in The Source newspaper or on The Source website. 
604.682.5545 or info@thelasource.com


