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by LiLLian Liao 

Learning a second language 
opens up new opportunities. 
In fact, the personal develop-
ment that occurs when learn-
ing a foreign language should 
be highlighted in addition to its 
economic benefits, particularly 
in an anglophone province. 

Just in time for Le Mois de la 
Francophonie, on March 3, the 
federal government of Canada, 

along with its British Colum-
bian counterpart, announced 
their commitment to allocate 
over $13.5 million in support of 
French teacher recruitment and 
retention in B.C. 

“It is a world language. It is not 
an insignificant number of peo-
ple who speak French – it takes 
you to so many places,” says 
Nancy Taylor, the president of 
Canadian Parents for French B.C.

This pledge not only highlights 
the importance of maintaining See “French” page 3

“The teacher shortage isn’t a 
B.C. problem, not even a Cana-
dian problem. It’s a worldwide 
problem. It is competitive to at-
tract people here,” says Taylor. 

Taylor points out the province 
is struggling in this competition 
partly due to its high cost of liv-
ing and challenges with finding 
accommodations, particularly 
in urban centers. Yet, recruit-
ment and training are only two 
aspects of this issue. The ques-

An innovative initiative to welcome French teachers
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French-English bilingualism as 
part of Canada’s national identity, 
but it also brings long-standing 
issues of French teacher short-
ages to the forefront. 

For Taylor, the benefits of 
learning French cannot be over-
looked in an increasingly global-
ized society.

Reasons behind the  
French teacher shortage 
Just as it is difficult to attract 
French teachers from out of 

province to B.C., it is also dif-
ficult to encourage more B.C. 
residents to take up a career 
in teaching French. The new 
federal and provincial fund-
ing will partly be used to in-
crease enrollment in teaching 
programs that specialize in 
French education. To better un-
derstand why there has been 
a longstanding French teacher 
shortage, we must look at the 
causes, which for Taylor, are 
largely economical. 



2 The Source Vol 23 No 17 | March 21–April 4, 2023

Place your ad in The Source 
newspaper or on our website 
info@thelasource.com

 Photo credits for front cover
Page 6: Photo courtesy of Dancers of 
Damelahamid
Page 7: Photo by Adam P.W. Smith

THE SOURCE – LA SOURCE MEDIA INC.  
 
THE SOURCE NEwSpApER 

Mailing Address
Denman Place Po Box 47020 
Vancouver, BC V6G 3E1 

Office 
204-825 Granville St., Vancouver, BC 

Telephone (604) 682-5545  
Email info@thelasource.com  

www.thelasource.com

Founding Publisher and Editor-in-Chief 
Mamadou Gangué
Associate Publisher Monique Kroeger (Print)
Art Director Laura R. Copes
Senior Editor (English and French Sections)
Monique Kroeger 
Copy Editors (English) Frank Abbott, Deanna Choi, 
Melodie Wendel-Cook
Senior Copy Editor (French) Louise T. Dawson
Executive Assistant Kevin Paré
Website Coordinator Pavle Culajevic 
Website Sepand Dyanatkar, Vitor Libardi,  
Silvia Pascale
Social Media Nathalie Astruc, Sava Rozsnyai
Editorial Content Advisors Denis Bouvier, 
Alexandre Gangué

Digital Media Advisor Saeed Dyanatkar
Contributing Editor Simon Yee
IT Specialist Amir Karimian

Illustrator Joseph Laquerre
Writers Nathalie Astruc, Mamick Bachidere, 
Aloîs Gallet, Hassan Laghcha, Amélie Lebrun, 
Lillian Liao, Ramy Khattab, Alison MacDonald, 
Martina Petkov, Sava Rozsnyai, Curtis Seufert, 
Simon Yee, Robert Zajtmann

Translation Barry Brisebois, Louise Dawson, 
Monique Kroeger
Distribution Joseph Laquerre, Kevin Paré

LEgALITIES 
The Source shall not be liable for slight changes 
or typographical errors that do not lessen the 
value of an advertisement. The Source’s liability 
for other errors or omissions in connection to any 
published advertisement is strictly limited to the 
repeat of the advertisement in future publications 
or for the refund of any monies paid for the adver-
tisement. We welcome appropriate, unsolicited 
editorial submissions if accompanied by the au-
thor’s real name, address and telephone number. 
The author should retain the original as we cannot 
return submissions without prior agreement, nor 
does submission guarantee publication. 

For advertising call: (604) 682-5545

The world over, children’s 
education becoming more 
closely tied to their mother’s
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Yue Qian, associate professor in UBC’s 
department of sociology.

by StaFF wRitER 

Mother still knows best. A re-
cent study published in Hu-
man Nature Behavior has 
found that a mother’s edu-
cational status – the highest 
level of education that she has 
attained – plays an increas-
ingly important role in shap-
ing her children’s educational 
status. The importance of the 
father’s educational status 
has declined. The study was 
conducted by sociologists at 
the University of British Co-
lumbia (UBC) and Lancaster 
University (U.K.).

“Scarce attention has been paid 
to the role of mothers in their 
children’s social mobility, a 
question with implications for 
socioeconomic inequality on a 
global scale,” says Yue Qian, an 
associate professor in UBC’s de-
partment of sociology.

The findings come from an 
analysis of global data covering 
1.79 million people from 106 soci-
eties around the world, born be-
tween 1956 and 1990. The young-
est of them would be turning 33 
this year.

A gender-sensitive approach
The study observes that in Africa, 
Asia, the Pacific, and Europe, the 
strength of connection between 
mothers’ educational status and 

Qian. “For many years research 
suggested this to be true, but our 
study points out an important 
caveat in much of that research: 
it considered only the father’s 
education.”

Changes in levels of formal ed-
ucation between generations are 
what sociologists call “intergen-
erational educational mobility.” 

While fathers’ decreasing 
influence on their children’s 
education has been creating the 
illusion of more intergenera-
tional educational mobility, the 
influence of mothers has been 
increasing. But by considering 
them together, the gender-sen-
sitive analysis unveils increased 
access to education hasn’t neces-
sarily made educational oppor-
tunities more equal for children 
with different backgrounds of 
parental education.

“Our findings call for a gender-
sensitive approach to investigat-
ing educational mobility,” says 
Yang Hu, professor of global so-
ciology at Lancaster University, 
who collaborated on the study 
with Qian. “Such an approach is 
crucial for academics, govern-
ments, and international orga-
nizations to accurately monitor 
intergenerational mobility and 
better understand the implica-
tions of education expansion.”

The research has demonstrat-
ed that with accrued gender 
equality and an increasing pro-
portion of mothers paired with 
a less-educated father, mother-
child associations in educational 
status become stronger, while 
father-child associations have 
become weaker. On the other 
hand, in less gender-equal con-
texts that have a larger propor-
tion of mothers paired with a 
more-educated father, mother-
daughter associations in educa-
tional status are weaker.

According to the researchers, as 
the number of single-parent fami-
lies, and particularly single-moth-
er families, increases globally, it 
is possible this change in family 
structure would further reinforce 
the importance of the mother in 
children’s social mobility.

“Given the persistent gen-
dered division of labour in the 
family, mothers still bear the 
brunt of childrearing responsi-
bilities across many parts of the 
world,” says Qian. “We hope our 
findings help catalyze new, gen-
der-sensitive approaches to data 
collection and measurement de-
velopment, to inform education-
al and social policy.”

Over a 35-year period, little 
change was noted in North 
America. The education of North 
American girls and women is tied 
as closely to their mothers’ edu-
cation as it is to their fathers’.

https://news.ubc.ca/2023/03/10/
around-the-world-childrens-
education-becoming-more-closely-
tied-to-their-mothers

their children’s educational level 
has reached or exceeded that of 
fathers. Fathers’ education still 
appears to have more influence 
over children’s education in some 
regions, but that gender gap is 
closing worldwide.

“This research challenges the 
idea that increased access to ed-
ucation around the world has al-
lowed more children to achieve 
educational success irrespective 
of their parents’ education,” says 
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Towards a greener future?
by SaVa RozSnyai 

In today’s economic climate, 
cities represent the conjunc-
tion between technological 
evolution and society’s past 
– they provide a platform for 
which people, goods and prof-
it can meet. If the majority 
of the world population will 
live in an urban environment 
by 2050, then the fight for cli-
mate revitalization and eq-
uity will inevitably take place 
in our metropolises. 

Having intensively studied a 
number of a variety of geogra-
phy-related disciplines at UBC 
and Cambridge, second-year 
PhD student in the Department 
Geography Nicolo Jimenez ex-
plores through his work the 
intersection between economy 
and ecology, groundbreaking 
the concept of ‘climate finance’ 
and its role in achieving net-ze-
ro on the global scale. 

Jimenez will be presenting a 
talk titled Last Mile Sustainabil-
ity: Exploring the Contradictory 
Spaces of Green Municipal Bon-
sds 0n March 27 at Coach House, 
Green College, UBC

Big Tech and urban influence
From the beginning of his under-
graduate studies, Jimenez was 
hooked on the role of the city 
and its intersections with tech-
nology and people. Particularly 
interested in Big Tech and urban 

governance, he affirms that com-
panies like Alphabet [Google] 
and Amazon have influenced 
the development of the city and 
given rise to an emerging con-
cept known as ‘platform capital-

the people can freely interact. 
“Platform capitalism hits on this 
new emergence of especially 
tech companies using this mod-
el to facilitate profits,” he says. 
Uber, for instance, provides a 

Through his work, Jimenez 
looks at climate finance as a 
means to accelerate a transition 
towards a net-zero society. He 
likens it to a paradox – whereas 
the city is responsible for most 

have their cake and eat it too. By 
bringing perspectives and peo-
ple together through platform 
capitalism, Jimenez believes 
that cities can achieve net-zero 
all the while stimulating eco-
nomic growth en masse. He also 
clarifies that economy and ecol-
ogy go hand and hand, and that 
the government can not solve 
one without the other at the 
same time – rather, humanity 
needs to view these problems 
from a holistic standpoint. 

The way forward
“I wake up every day to build 
community whether that be 
in classrooms or at the dining 
table. In order to solve the most 
pressing problems of our day, 
we need more people around 
the table,” he says when asked 
what the next step might be.

As if to provide a pathway 
to follow, Jimenez outlines the 
need to strengthen trust in our 
institutions and decipher our 
issues through a four-pillar phi-
losophy; economic, social, po-
litical and environmental con-
versations need to take place 
where global citizens of all 
walks of life can contribute and 
have their voices heard. Jimenez 
is a firm believer in ‘nothing 
about us without us’, champion-
ing the passing of the proverbial 
microphone to empower his-
torically marginalized and op-
pressed voices for the good of 
the planet.

Nicolo Jimenez, PhD student in the 
Department of Geography, UBC.

“ Climate change [in itself] is a defect of historical 
power relations. It’s always been embedded in power 
struggles, who is emitting and who is extracting.
Nicolo Jimenez, second-year PhD student

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f U
BC

unique platform for both drivers 
and travellers, involving them-
selves in all aspects of commut-
ing, from sending and receiving 
packages to food delivery. 

Jimenez touches on the simi-
larities of this model to the 
public space and its connection 
to climate finance. Mentioning 
that the city emits much more 
than the rural area, he explains 
that traditional colonialism 
and extractivism have been 
playing out in the industrial 
environment. 

“We can’t have a conversation 
about climate change without 
talking about historical imperi-
alism,” he says. “Climate change 
[in itself] is a defect of histori-
cal power relations. It’s always 
been embedded in power strug-
gles, who is emitting and who is 
extracting.” 

of the Greenhouse-Gas Emis-
sions (GHGs), Canadian govern-
ments are asking municipali-
ties to stand on the front lines 
of climate evolution – this with 
less time, less fiscal resources 
and more budget cuts than ever 
before. ForJimenez, his prob-
lematic is searching for the role 
that climate finance plays from 
either the public or private sec-
tor in evolving cities and its 
platforms with the goal of fos-
tering resiliency for future gen-
erations. 

Throughout his work, Jimenez 
seeks to link economy and ecol-
ogy together. To do this, he re-
marks that society misrepre-
sents the two. “Historically, and 
even nowadays, people place 
the two as competing. Protect 
the economy or the environ-
ment,” he says, as if one couldn’t 

in French Immersion while 32.7 
per cent were taking classes in 
Core French during the 2020-
2021 school year. These num-
bers have remained largely un-
changed since 2018. 

In comparison, the same re-
port shows 11.9 per cent of all eli-
gible students in Canada, exclud-
ing Quebec, enrolled in French 
immersion and 33.4 per cent in 
core French in 2020-2021. Mean-
while, the maritime provinces 
have steadily maintained higher 
rates of French language enroll-
ment. 

The fact that these provinces 
tend to lean more francophone 
than British Columbia, and 
hence, provide more incentive 
for parents to enrol their kids 
in French programs can explain 
this difference. However, the 
ability to find work or carry out 
daily life tasks are not the only 
factors behind the desire to 
learn a new language. 

“It has been proven that the 
mental flexibility that comes 
with learning a language is sig-

tion of how to retain the French 
teachers who do answer the call 
and move to B.C. remains. 

“Let’s say you do get that per-
son to come out. There could be 
potential there for people to just 
be so homesick,” adds Taylor. 

Learning French does in-
deed have measurable ben-
efits, says Taylor, in the form of 
increased employment pros-
pects, broader social circles and 
heightened cultural awareness 
even in a largely anglophone 
province. Yet, despite these 
widely known advantages, Brit-
ish Columbia still has slightly 
lower rates of French language 
enrollment compared to the  
national average. 

“My English became much bet-
ter after studying French, more 
aware of syntax, verbs, subject, 
predicates,” says Taylor.

According to data from the 
Provincial and Territorial Min-
istries of Education, only nine 
per cent of eligible British Co-
lumbian students were enrolled 

“French” from page 1 nificant – a gift that lasts a life-
time,” says Taylor.

Efforts to retain  
French teachers 
With these challenges in mind, 
Canadian Parents for French 
B.C. have started an initiative 
called L’accueil chaleureux: New 
French Teacher Welcome Proj-
ect. By helping French teachers 
at the beginning of their careers 
build a social community and 
providing opportunities for cul-
tural exchange, this project aims 
to increase retention rates. 

“It is a really great project in 
that it addresses one of those 
intangibles that may not have 
made it onto the radar on why 
people don’t stick around,” says 
Taylor. “This project is an actual 
connection with the teachers, 
getting those volunteer chapter 
people together with the teach-
ers, creating a rapport so that 
the teacher right off the bat feels 
that someone is here.”

In addition to social connec-
tions, the second aspect of this 

project encourages teachers to 
develop a French cultural event 
in their settled communities. Ac-
cording to Taylor, the warmth of 
local friendships and opportu-
nity to contribute to their new 
homes may just be the anchor 
that helps retain these teachers. 

Despite the many challenges, 
programs like L’accueil chaleu-
reux provide hope for the fu-
ture of French language educa-
tion in BC. 

The B.C. recruitment/reten-
tion funds will be distributed 
amongst various school districts, 
post-secondary institutions, 
professional organizations and 
French advocacy groups. 

Amongst the list of recipients 
who welcome this announcement 
are Simon Fraser University, the 
University of British Columbia, 
British Columbia Language Co-
ordination Association, Make a 
Future and Canadian Parents for 
French , a volunteer-run organi-
zation with a mandate of promot-
ing French-English bilingualism 
and cultural harmony.

With over 10, 000 members, 
Canadian Parents for French B.C. 
has been integral to promoting 
French language opportuni-
ties in B.C. and Yukon, notably 
through their Concours d’art 
oratoire, a French public speak-
ing competition for youth, and 
French immersion teacher rec-
ognition awards program. 

For more information visit:  
https://bc-yk.cpf.ca/en

ism’, whereas these platforms, 
Internet-based or otherwise, can 
stimulate economic growth by 
servicing a space where goods, 
information and the needs of 
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Nancy Taylor is the president of 
Canadian Parents for French B.C.
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Judith Zaichkowsky, professor of 
marketing in the Beedie School of 
Business.

Judith Zaichkowsky urges regulators and legislators to look out for consumers’ interests, privacy and guard against monopolies.
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AI and the future of shopping 
by Ramy KhattaB 

Artificial intelligence (AI) has 
begun to take the world by 
storm. AI continues to rise in 
popularity and has begun in-
tegrating into people’s lives 
more frequently. 

According to the World Eco-
nomic Forum (WEF), AI has 
the potential to transform and 
benefit the future of retail by 
presenting an opportunity to 
create a more efficient and en-
joyable experience for custom-
ers while also increasing profits 
for retailers, helping them to 
remain competitive in an ever-
changing economy.

A recent study conducted by 
Simon Fraser University (SFU) 
professor Judith Zaichkoswhy, 
PhD, suggests that AI is being 
used to facilitate facets of the av-
erage person’s life. 

Zaichkowsky, a professor of 
marketing in the Beedie School 
of Business, who has analyzed 
consumer behaviour and mar-
keting, suggests that the use of 
AI may affect consumers and re-

tailers. There are many types of 
bots that have come out over the 
past years that have been more 
known to the public. 

Home voice bots are one of the 
bots that have been integrated 
into people’s homes. Zaich-
kowsky’s study, AI voice bots: 
a services marketing research 
agenda, indicates that home 
voice bots becoming more af-
fordable allows these bots to be 
readily accessible, creating an 
upward trend in online retail.

A convenient bot future
Zaichkowsky believes that peo-
ple will rely heavily on AI in the 
future. 

“When people are in a hurry 
and know what they want, [they] 
can just ask for it to be deliv-
ered,” she states. 

Businesses will need to adapt 
to these trends in order to re-
main competitive. 

“These changes, welcomed by 
consumers, are disrupting the 
retail landscape,” Zaichkowsky 
explains.

Amazon has adapted to these 
changes relatively fast, capital-
izing on the desire for conve-
nience by automating online or-
dering and payment and offering 
next day delivery. They’ve also 
come out with Alexa and rede-
fined their delivery system to be 
able to adopt AI. 

Zaichkowsky formed a re-
search team with the aid of 
Philipp Klaus, professor of Cus-
tomer Experience Strategy at 
the International University of 
Monaco. In their study, The con-
venience of shopping via voice 
AI: Introducing AIDM, suggests 
that AI voice bots are both con-
venient and enhance customer 
satisfaction.

Zaichkowsky and Klaus’ re-
search found that humans like 
being in control when convers-
ing with voice bots. The study 

suggests that voice-activated AI 
shopping experiences offer an 
intuitive way to make purchases 
feel more natural.

To trust or not to trust a bot
The study also unveiled that the 
biggest obstacle to the wide-
spread adoption of voice-acti-
vated assistants for shopping 
is trust. People want to be sure 
that they are getting the best 
price and quality when they use 
a bot and that their personal in-
formation is secure.

“I think this is the trust that 
people are getting the best re-
sult in terms of price and qual-
ity,” says Zaichkowsky. “If the 
bot is just linked to a warehouse 
with limited choice and no prior 
price information, then how do 
you assure the customer you 
are working for them and not 
against them.”  

In addition, the professor 
suggests that if retailers and 
marketers want to enlist voice-
assisted AI into their arsenal, 
they need to make sure it’s cred-
ible. Retailers and marketers 
who wish to use voice-activated 
assistants to reach customers 
must ensure that they can offer 
these guarantees. 

“How can you guarantee to 
the customer the best prices, 
best choices and least amount of 
waste. How can you assure the 
customer good delivery times 
and secure personal informa-
tion,” she says. 

While Zaichkowsky’s research 
highlights the potential benefits 
of AI in boosting the shopping 
experience, it also cautions that 
voice assistants are merging 
economic and political power 
into fewer and fewer hands. 
Digital assistants can jeopardize 

consumer privacy and choice. 
Bots that seem impartial could 
be used in deceiving ways to 
dominate markets, stifle compe-
tition or even undermine democ-
racy. She urges regulators and 
legislators to look out for con-
sumers’ interests and privacy 
and guard against monopolies. 

“It’s not a crusade against in-
novation,” says Zaichkowsky. 
“It’s a call to encourage competi-
tion and maintain healthy local 
and global economies that pro-
tect the well-being of citizens. 
And it’s a call to consumers and 
brand managers to understand 
the ways AI is influencing pur-
chase decisions to capitalize in 
the era of convenience.”

 
For more information visit: 
www.sfu.ca/research/scholarly-
impacts/judith-zaichkowsky-
convenience-shopping-voice-ai
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Vancouver’s very 
own Vicky Chow

“ I wanted to focus more on the emotion 
and the expression in my musical 
playing and the Glass Études gave me 
the opportunity to explore that further.
Vicky Chow, pianist
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by maRtina PEtKoV 

Vancouver-raised new music 
‘monster pianist’ Vicky Chow 
returns to her hometown as 
she embraces her acoustic pi-
ano roots and performs Philip 
Glass’ Piano Études, Book 1. 

This homecoming brings back 
a wealth of positive emotions 
for Chow. Since moving to New 
York in 2001, she welcomes ev-
ery opportunity to return, and 
Vancouver is more than happy to 
host. But how did this new music 
superstar get to shine so bright?

Finding her voice,  
new music and beyond
At the age of five, a curious Vicky 
Chow was hanging out with her 
15-year-old sister who had asked 
her parents for piano lessons. 
Chow remembers how she would 
sit in on her sister’s lessons and 
absorb everything like a sponge. 

“I would pick things up by ear 
and start playing,” Chow recalls.

she feels like she can really  
be herself.

The move to New York opened 
up a whole new world for Chow, 
and she questioned why she was 
playing the same music that ev-
ery other student was playing at 
school. Since then she has dedi-

Design a fantastic resume and cover letter, fine 
tune your interview techniques, learn valuable 
skills to succeed in the Canadian workplace, gain 
insight into the job market, access special services 
for skilled works – all at NO COST. The Progressive 
Intercultural Community Services (PICS) Society, 
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and newcomers to Canada for over 14 years!

Our Group Job Search Workshops are a flexible, 5 
module rotating program, running weekly, with 16 
sessions each month. This includes basic computer 
orientation, with instruction on using Word and 
Excel, and accessing the Internet. Workshops are 
held within a culturally diverse environment, led by 
qualified facilitators. 

Past and current E.I. recipients are always 
welcome. Knowledgeable case managers are 
available to guide you through the process of 
reaching your career goals.

PICS Vancouver also offers one-on-one 
employment assistance, paid on-the-job work 
experience through our Wage Subsidy program, 
and a one-stop Career Centre with a broad range 
of job hunting resources. Funding for all programs 
is provided by the Ministry of Social Development, 
Employment and Labour Market Services Division.

Please call 604-324-7733,  
go to www.pics.bc.ca,  
or visit us at 200-8161 Main St.,  
Vancouver, to find out how  
we can best help you.

Need the skills to find 
a job? We can help!

Chow first met composer 
Philip Glass at a Bang on a Can 
marathon extravaganza and de-
scribes him as a prominent fa-
ther figure of minimalism.

“I actually got to share a piano 
with him on stage,” Chow recol-
lects. “We got to play piano four 

cated the past 15 years of her ca-
reer to performing the works of 
living composers.

“I was a little bit lost at that time, 
and I could feel the fire and the 
passion returning. That was the 
moment I realized what I wanted 
to do,” she says. “After Juilliard, a 

hands together with the ensem-
ble, which was very exciting. All 
I could think was, ‘Don’t mess up 
Vicky. Don’t mess up!’”

In 2018, Glass invited Chow to 
perform with him and three oth-
er pianists at the Winnipeg new 
music festival. They performed 
all 20 of Glass’s Études split 
among the five pianists. 

“Each one of the pieces con-
veys an aspect of the piano that 
I don’t think any other composer 
has written previously. I was 
compelled to learn all of the 
Études,” Chow explains.

Having previously focused on 
more technical pieces by com-
posers such as Tristan Perich 
and Michael Gordon, Chow 
felt like she needed music that 
helped her explore the other side 
of her playing. 

“I wanted to focus more on 
the emotion and the expression 
in my musical playing and the 
Glass Études gave me the oppor-
tunity to explore that further,” 
Chow says.

The future of music
“Music is my identity. It’s my 
way of expressing myself. I re-
ally believe that music does heal 
on a very fundamental level. 
It has sustained me, and I re-
ally do hope it continues to sus-
tain other people in the future,”  
Chow reflects.

Music brings together differ-
ent people and cultures, and 
Chow sees this as a way for peo-
ple to have a conversation. Music 
is a platform for relationships, 
allowing the connection of dif-
ferent people and different parts 
of the world.

You can see Chow perform as part 
of Music on Main at Christ Church 
Cathedral on March 28th –  
www.musiconmain.ca/event/
vicky-chow-plays-philip-glass

contemporary performance pro-
gramme opened up at the Manhat-
tan School of Music in New York, 
and I never looked back.”

During the second year of her 
masters programme, the Bang 
on the Can music organization 
had an opening in their ensem-
ble for a pianist. 

“I got to sit in with the band 
and make chamber music to-
gether and that was really thrill-
ing,” Chow says.

After her audition, Bang on a 
Can asked Chow to perform with 
them in a New York concert. In 
2009, they asked Chow to join 
them on a fall tour. Shortly af-
terwards, she joined the Bang 
on a Can All-Stars, where she has 
been a member ever since.

This was how she learned un-
til her parents asked the teacher 
if she was too young to start les-
sons, and that’s how it all began. 

Her passion for the piano 
quickly became apparent, and 
she performed with the Van-
couver Symphony Orchestra 
at age 10. She always knew 
that she wanted to go to New 
York and study at the Juilliard 
School of Music and got her 
wish in 2001.

“Music is my life!” says Chow. 
“I cannot imagine being any-
thing other than a musician. It’s 
my whole identity. It’s my voice!”

Chow shares how personal 
music is to her. In real life, she 
says she is a quiet and shy per-
son, but, when she is on stage, 

“Music is my life!”, says Vicky Chow, pianist.

Philip Glass, composer and pianist.
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Dancers of Damelahamid

Family, connection, 
artistry and tradition
by aLiSon maCDonaLD 

Coming full circle from 2003 to 
2023, the Dancers of Damelaha-
mid are back at The Dance Cen-
tre on March 30th. Their perfor-
mance of Spirit and Tradition, 
a sizeable production for fam-
ily audiences, is described as 
“conveying important cultural 
teachings on balance, intercon-
nectedness and community 
through dramatic dance and in-
tricate masks and regalia.”

“This work speaks to our con-
nection to the lands on the 
Northwest Coast and our re-

proaches to choreographing 
comprising new work, creat-
ing songs and dance that re-
f lected their style of dance. In 
2016, their first full scale mul-
timedia production was Flick-
er, which spoke to a number  
of themes. 

“A metaphor of light, a flame, 
nature very carefully influ-
ences our practice, connection 
with our ancestry. It can be lost 
quite quickly and takes quite a 
lot of care and understanding to 
regain. Flicker is like the wood-
pecker of the West Coast,” she 
says. “How it shapes our iden-
tity, the self-exploration of iden-

sponsibility to care for them,” 
says Margaret Grenier, executive 
and artistic director.

Finding identity and 
connection in heritage  
and tradition 
“In the last few years, during the 
pandemic, it has awoken us how 
to care for our lands, how close 
we are to the devastating loss if 
we do not act soon,” Grenier says.

A number of young dancers 
take part in the performance. 
They give a sense of hope for 
what the future will look like. 
Growing up, it was difficult to 
find her own place outside of 
her community, Grenier adds. 
There was a separation from the 
Indigenous community and the 
broader community.

“Seeing our youth today, with 
strong identities as Indigenous 
persons, they have a lot of pride 
and provide us with a lot of hope 
in our society,” she says.

This connection to the lands 
Grenier speaks of is only fitting 
as there is much history in the 
dance company’s work dating 
back to the 1960s, and family is 
at the core of this leading Indig-
enous dance group. This rich 
history of family, dance, con-
nection, purpose and creation is 
explained by Grenier as keeping 
alive the heritage, artistic prac-
tices, song and dance of her fam-
ily and extended family. 

Contemporary approaches  
yet grounded with the past
Grenier explains that, in 2010, 
she adopted contemporary ap-

tity and how we create our own 
through dance.”

In 2019, Minowan came to clar-
ify directions, Grenier adds. 

“It speaks to how we’re never 
on a linear path, but circular – 
coming back to our stories, our 
teachings with each generation, 
a different meaning or purpose 
and how we help carry this to fu-
ture generations,” she explains.

Similar to this circular theme, 
they are back on March 30 to 
share their performance and 
artistry. 

“We performed at the Dance 
Centre in 2003, and, 20 years 
later, since that first produc-
tion, what our audiences see 
and feel is how much it means 
to our artists, our families. We 
have been stepping in to find a 
place in the dance community, 
establish a place in our broader 
community,” she says. “[It] dem-
onstrates inclusive understand-
ing of dance, that this practice is 
not just part of history, but was 
carried by the work of previous 
generations and, through our ef-
forts, will be carried forward by 
our young people as well.”

Grenier and the Dancers of 
Damelahamid’s next work, 
scheduled for 2024 is Raven 
Mother, named as tribute to her 
mother, elder Margaret Har-
ris, who was instrumental in 
the creation of the Dancers 
of the Damelahamid and has  
since passed. 

For more information visit: 
www.thedancecentre.ca
www.damelahamid.ca

A circular theme runs through this year’s Dancers of Damelahamid’s performances.
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But it was a trip to the country in 
his twenties that really brought 
a new level of appreciation to un-
derstanding the music.

“You soak it up. So much of 
it is cultural understanding,” 
says Layne. “I feel that having 
an awareness of the culture be-
yond the music, that so many 
drumming traditions are also 
integrated into everyday life in a 
lot of places around the world. It 
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by CuRtiS SEuFERt 

Francophonie, folk music and 
fun returns once again to Co-
quitlam’s Mackin Park with 
the 34th annual Festival du 
Bois, along with a healthy 
dose of music from around  
the world. 

The Festival, Mar 24–26, features 
artists and dancers from a range 
of disciplines and backgrounds. 
Young and old will be on their 
feet celebrating culture from 
performers such as Vancouver-
based Brazilian forró band, For-
ró do Cana, and a youth-orient-
ed, worldspanning percussion 
workshop led by JUNO-nominat-
ed Robin Layne.

Forró do Cana
The accordion might not be the 
first instrument that comes to 
mind when you think of Brazil, 
but it’s front and centre in the 
upbeat, danceable genre of forró.

As accordionist for the band, 
Steven Charles notes it’s an in-
strument that’s as versatile as it 
is challenging. But Charles says 
it’s been more than worthwhile 
to learn the essential elements 
of this genre, and to strive to do 
justice to the beauty and diver-
sity of Brazilian music.

“We’re into many different 
Brazilian styles, but each of 
them are kind of a world on its 
own,” says Charles. “To do it au-

thentically, you need the proper 
instrumentation, and to really 
get deep [into] the ornamenta-
tions and all that.”

Part of that learning process 
has been one of collaboration 
with the members of Forro do 
Cana having roots in either Cana-
da or Brazil, or both. For Charles, 
it’s been an exciting experience 
learning from fellow band mem-
bers and engaging in cultural ex-
change. More recently, the band 
has experimented with bringing 
a bit of francophone music into 
the fold, and in doing so, adding 
a bit of “canadian-ness” into the 
cultural, musical mix.

“I’ve learned so much from 
Mario [Silva, the band’s seven 
string guitarist] and Sarah [Ma-
gal, percussionist and vocalist], 
and the [others] in the band. I 

Vancouver-based Brazilian Forró do Cana band.

Robin Layne.

Festival du bois offers Brazilian sounds 
and Cuban rhythms 

think it’s cool whenever those 
worlds collide,” says Charles.

And what’s most exciting is the 
chance to get out and perform 
with experienced forró danc-
ers, as well as anyone else who 
knows the steps of the rhythm.

“It’s amazing the Brazilian 
community comes out to sup-
port us at gigs. You just start 
playing and immediately the 
dance floor is full,” says Charles. 
“That completes it, and the other 
half I think that’s most impor-
tant is to be all together. And of 
course we want to shred. I want 
to shred on the accordion, but 
that’s secondary.”

Robin Layne
Layne says the music of Cuba 
had long been an influence on 
his musical interests and life. 

ground in music education, 
Layne says getting youth inter-
ested in music is about having 
a chance to feel what it’s like 
to play music without going 
through years of study.

“That’s kind of my goal when 
I’m working with young peo-
ple. Is just to, in a short period 
of time, get them to that feel-
ing like, ‘Hey I played a song, 
I got to play music with other 
people,’” says Layne. “That’s the 
piece I’ve always found that has 
the power to connect and bring  
people together.”

And beyond sharing a love of 
music, Layne hopes the work-
shop will also convey the impact 
and importance of multicultural 
experiences.

“The idea with this show is 
about sharing multicultural-
ism, or the idea of learning from 
different cultures can influ-
ence your own,” says Layne. 
“The more we converse and can 
share culture, then the more we 
have this opportunity to learn 
and appreciate all the cultures  
around us.”

For more information about 
Festival du Bois,  
visit festivaldubois.ca

For more about Forró do Cana,  
visit forrodocana.com

For more on Robin Layne,  
visit robinlayne.com

gave me more perspective than 
studying at a university.”

Since that trip, Layne has con-
tinued to travel and study per-
cussion around the world – with 
experts in Mexico, Guinea and 
Mali – bringing back that experi-
ence to share with others. 

With the help of fellow per-
formers Yoro Noukoussi and 
Liam MacDonald, Layne’s youth-
friendly workshop at Festival 
du Bois aims to get kids excited 
about music from around the 
world. Drawing on his back-
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by Simon yEE 
ContRiButinG EDitoR

March 21–April 4, 2023

Spring started on March 20; time 
to shake off the winter blues and 
embrace the fresh new energy 
that comes with the changing 
of the seasons. As the weather 
warms up and the days grow lon-
ger, there’s no better time to get 
out and explore all the exciting 
events happening around the city. 
From music festivals and outdoor 
markets to art shows and cultural 
celebrations, there’s something 
for everyone to enjoy. So invite 
your friends, put on your walking 
shoes and discover events that 
await you in our vibrant city.

* * *
Ladykiller the Maneater
March 16–April 29
www.grunt.ca

In the exhibition Ladykiller the 
Maneater, on display at the 
Grunt Gallery, Tlingit artist Ali-
son Bremner brings forward the 
experiences of an imagined deity 
who has existed in a dream-state 
for a very long time – so long that 
no one is certain even of what she 
was the deity of anymore. The eel 
in Tlingit culture was considered 
too “lowly” a creature to eat and 
therefore largely ignored. But 
eventually, Ladykiller could not 
ignore the world of men, and was 
awoken from her subterranean 
slumber and emerged to traverse 
and experience this new world 
around her.

* * *
Daina Ashbee: J’ai pleuré  
avec les chiens (Time, 
Creation, Destruction)
March 22–25, 8 p.m.
www.thedancecentre.ca

The first group piece by the pro-
lific Daina Ashbee, J’ai pleuré avec 
les chiens (Time, Creation, De-
struction 2021) plunges into states 
of being with both sober and inci-
sive precision. Far from any pos-
sible attempts at categorization 
or binary representation, the na-
ked and gaping bodies pierced by 
chants attempt to come closer to-
gether, pile up in vanishing lines 
– before breaking apart. Connec-
tion then emerges, in poetics of 
deflagration and trance, while 
the sounds produced by the bod-
ies generate movements, growls, 
yelps, cries and calls. True flesh 
channels, the performers trans-
mit myriads of stories, embody-
ing a web of possibilities where 
everything can coexist. Because 
everything is transitory, fleeting 
and forges a sensory experience 
where the sensitive configura-
tion shapes a ritual of cohabita-
tion and decompartmentaliza-
tion. This work inspired by the 
density and complexity of human 
structure, explores its entrails, its 
thought processes, its energy and 
its life force.

* * *
Paradise or the Impermanence 
of Ice Cream
March 23–April 2
www.thecultch.com

Take a wild ride to paradise with 
this new play by Indian Ink! This 
glorious production is inspired 
by Ernest Becker’s Pulitzer prize-
winning Denial of Death, and 
the vibrant, life–filled chaos of 
India’s most cosmopolitan city, 
Mumbai. Actor Jacob Rajan deliv-
ers a dazzling solo performance 
as he channels seven characters, 
weaving the afterlife and a dash 

the theatre’s website for tickets 
and more information.

* * *
Krystle Dos Santos
April 1, 7:30 p.m.
www.evergreenculturalcentre.ca

Krystle Dos Santos is an extraor-
dinary blues, jazz and soul sing-
er based out of Vancouver, B.C. 
With a voice that is command-
ing, powerful and rich with tal-
ent, her music, inspired by clas-
sic and neo-soul combined with 
contemporary hip-hop and R&B 
elements is executed brilliantly; 
it’s simultaneously elegant, bold 
and sensual similar to modern 
legends Erykah Badu and Ms. 
Lauryn Hill. Her performances 
are mesmerizing; She sings with 
sheer heart wrenching dominion 
about falling in love, heartbreak 
and struggle. Her approach to 
music is unmistakably genuine. 
Check out the Evergreen Cultural 
Centre’s website for tickets and 
more information.

* * *
Vancouver Cherry  
Blossom Festival
April 1–23
www.vcbf.ca

The Vancouver Cherry Blossom 
Festival runs from April 1 to 23, 
and one of the first free festival 
events is The Big Picnic at David 
Lam Park. It is one of the many 
parks throughout the city with 
cherry blossom trees, and here’s 
hoping it will be in bloom that 
day. For more information, visit 
the VCBF website.

has celebrated films that use the 
medium of cinema to advance 
the goals of peace and justice 
since 2008. These themes can be 
found in many of the films and 
programs this year and clearly 
align with the zeitgeist of young 
people’s attitudes and focus.

* * *
Black & Rural
March 31–April 15
www.pacifictheatre.org

Black & Rural is the story of 
a lone Black country woman 
struggling to defy the monolith 
of what matters to Black lives. 
Derived from dozens of real-
life interviews with Black folk 
tucked away in the countryside 
across Canada, creator and per-
former Shayna Jones weaves 
together a story of vulnerabil-
ity, quiet triumph and striking 
humanity. Playing at the Pacific 
Theatre until April 15, check out 

Cheung Kwok-wing, who resided 
in Vancouver from 1990 to 1992. 
This event is free-of-charge and 
is open to all. Limited seats avail-
able. Registration required.

* * *
R2R Festival 2023
March 28–April 6
www.r2rfestival.org

Reel 2 Real celebrates the 25th 
anniversary of the R2R Festival 
from March 28 to April 6, 2023! 
The festival is back in person to 
bring you the best of the best 
films for children and their fami-
lies from around the globe at the 
Roundhouse Community Centre 
and VIFF Centre Theatre. The fes-
tival’s short films programs will 
also be available online across 
B.C (no feature film available 
online). For their 25th Anniver-
sary, they are paying homage to 
the roots of the festival and the 
Edith Lando Peace Prize, which 

of Bollywood disco into the real-
life mystery of India’s vanishing 
vultures. A man trying desper-
ately to avoid death is flung be-
tween limbo and his past, where 
a rebellious young woman holds 
the key that may guide him to 
paradise. Infused with serious 
laughter, exquisite puppetry, and 
inspired sound design, this show 
is guaranteed to blow your mind 
and melt your heart.

* * *
34th Annual Festival du Bois
March 24–26
www.festivaldubois.ca

The 34th annual Festival du Bois 
runs March 24 to 26 at Mackin 
Park in the Maillardville area of 
Coquitlam – the centre of Fran-
cophone culture in B.C. Come join 
the party! It’s a weekend celebra-
tion of Francophone and French-
Canadian culture. Enjoy amazing 
music and dance, great tradition-
al food, shows for kids, fun activi-
ties and more. For a complete list 
of events, please check out the 
festival’s website.

* * *
Mozart Linz Symphony
March 24–26
www.vancouversymphony.ca

Immerse yourself in the capti-
vating world of orchestral music 
with this unique performance 
featuring the majestic sounds of 
four masterful composers: Far-
renc, Méhul, Mozart and Weber. 
Whether you’re a seasoned mu-
sic lover or simply curious to 
explore this timeless genre, ex-
perience the passion and preci-
sion of Canadian bassonist Ma-
thieu Lussier and the musicians 
of the VSO, all in one unforget-
table performance. Check out 
the VSO website for tickets and  
more information.

* * *
Screening of Rouge  
(4K Restoration) &  
Exhibition of Leslie Cheung – 
Hong Kong Icon
March 25, 3–5 p.m.
https://events.ubc.ca/event/
screening-exhibition-leslie-
cheung

The UBC Hong Kong Studies 
Initiative, with the support of 
UBC Robson Square Connects, 
is proud to present the screen-
ing of the 4K digital restoration 
of Rouge, a masterpiece by Hong 
Kong film auteur Stanley Kwan 
starring Cantopop megastars Les-
lie Cheung Kwok-wing and Anita 
Mui Yim-fong. The screening will 
be accompanied by a special ex-
hibition “Leslie Cheung – Hong 
Kong Icon” at the foyer outside of 
the theatre, to commemorate the 
20th anniversary of the passing 
of the legendary Hong Kong ac-
tor, singer and performer, Leslie 
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Get your ice-cream at The Cultch this month.


